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Death toll from 
bombing rises 

Citizens of beleaguered Afghan capital 
attempt to recover after latest attack 

By Chad Garland 

Stars and Stripes 

KABUL, Afghanistan— The casualty toll from Satur¬ 
day’s lunchtime suicide bombing rose to 103 dead and 
235 wounded as Afghans attempt to recover from a Tal¬ 
iban attack that has terrorized an already beleaguered 
capital city. 

The city was bustling again, with traffic police out in 
force on Sunday, stopping vehicles, demanding docu¬ 
ments and threatening fines for 
drivers who did not comply. 

The day before, the driver of a 
bomb-laden ambulance cleared at 
least one security checkpoint in a 
busy area near a hospital and gov¬ 
ernment offices and detonated his 
deadly payload when police stopped 
him at a second checkpoint. 

The blast damaged or destroyed 
dozens of shops and vehicles in the 
area, home to a busy shopping dis¬ 
trict known to foreigners as Chicken Street, as well as 
several foreign embassies. 

The blast was felt across the city, including at the 
Defense Ministry more than a mile away, where Gen. 
Joseph Votel, head of US. Central Command, was meet¬ 
ing with local officials on a tour of the region. The gen¬ 
eral and accompanying US. forces were unharmed and 
have since continued to other nations on their agenda. 
SEE BOMBING ON PAGE 2 


^ We will 
not allow 
the Taliban 
to win! ^ 

President 
Donald Trump 

on Twitter 


War games will go 
on after Olympics 

By Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — US. military exercises with 
South Korea will be held after the Olympics as planned 
despite a demand for a complete suspension from the 
North, the Pentagon said. 

The planned war games cast a shadow over hopes 
that the recent detente between the two Koreas may 
lead to a broader dialogue with the United States after 
months of saber rattling over the North’s nuclear weap¬ 
ons program. 

Defense Secretary Jim Mattis reiterated that military 
options remain at the ready to make sure diplomats have 

SEE GAMES ON PAGE 3 



The end of illusions 
and the hope 
of victory 


For years the American brass had dreamed of finding a way to draw 
Viet Cong guerrillas and the North Vietnamese regulars into big head-on 
fights, where overwhelming U.S. firepower could decimate their ranks 
and force the Communists into peace talks on American terms. 

The generals got what they wanted in late January 1968. 
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WAR ON TERRORISM 


Bombing: Attack is 
condemned globally 



Chad GARLANo/Stars and Stripes 


An A^han flag flies at half-staff on a hill overlooking Kabul on 
Sunday, the day after one of the deadliest attacks in the country’s 
16-year war against Taliban insurgents. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

Nusrat Rahimi, deputy spokes¬ 
man for the Interior Ministry, told 
Stars and Stripes that the casualty 
toll had risen overnight. The num¬ 
bers, which include many civil¬ 
ians, could rise further. 

The Taliban claimed the attack 
almost immediately, even as the 
dead and wounded were rushed to 
local hospitals Saturday afternoon. 
The insurgent group, which seeks 
to overthrow the government and 
drive out its foreign backers, said 
it had targeted a building used by 
the Interior Ministry and the High 
Peace Council, a body set up in 
2010 to negotiate with insurgents. 

Condemnations of the attack 
streamed in from across the world, 
with Paris turning the Eiffel Tow¬ 
er’s lights out late Saturday in soli¬ 
darity with Afghanistan. 

In a White House statement. 
President Donald Trump said 
the attack “renews our resolve 
and that of our Afghan partners” 
to secure the country from mili¬ 
tants and terrorists. He called on 
the world to “take decisive action” 
against the Taliban. 

The president also tweeted, “We 
will not allow the Taliban to win!” 

Officials have recently touted 
the president’s new, more aggres¬ 
sive strategy for the region, which 
calls for more troops and more 
leeway for commanders to strike 
Taliban targets. Nikki Haley, the 
U.S. ambassador to the United 
Nations, said earlier this month it 
had brought the Taliban closer to 
peace talks than ever. 

Insurgents confirmed that a 
delegation had met with Pakistani 
officials and representatives from 
China, Qatar and other nations in 


Islamabad for preliminary talks 
about ending the 16-year war. 

For Afghans in the capital, how¬ 
ever, things seem to be getting 
worse. The city has become one 
of the deadhest in the country for 
civilians, though in the past it has 
been a refuge for Afghans fleeing 
conflict elsewhere. 

“Right now, when you leave your 
house for work every morning, you 
wonder whether you’ll get home 
at night,” Ahmed Rashid said. 
His uncle, a driver, had suffered 
a number of shrapnel wounds in 
Saturday’s attack. 

Among the deadliest 

The bombing is among the dead¬ 
liest of the 16-year war. It comes a 
little more than six months after 
a May bombing near the German 
Embassy that claimed 150 lives 
and put the city on heightened 
security alert, with gates added 
throughout the city and K-9 units 
deployed at various checkpoints. 

Since the U.S. and NATO with¬ 
drew most combat forces at the 
end of 2014, switching to a noncom¬ 
bat training and advising mission, 
Afghan security forces — plagued 
by corruption and poor leadership 
— have struggled to combat a re¬ 
surgent Taliban. An Islamic State 
offshoot also has taken root in the 
country. 

On Jan. 21, security forces 
ended a more than 13-hour stand¬ 
off with a half-dozen Taliban 
fighters who rampaged through 
the popular Hotel Inter-Continen¬ 
tal Kabul, killing 22 people. Days 
later, ISIS militants stormed the 
international humanitarian orga¬ 
nization Save the Children in the 


eastern city of Jalalabad, killing at 
least five civilians and wounding 
more than a dozen. 

Many Afghans in the capital 
were angry following the week of 
bloody violence, with some tak¬ 
ing to social media to call on the 
government to hold intelligence 
and defense officials to greater 
account. 

“Instead of silence. President @ 
ashrafghani needs to come front, 
speak to people, ensure he is look¬ 
ing into (people’s) demands, work¬ 
ing in reforming security sector, 
especially [the National Security 
Directorate],” Smaira Hamidi, a 
women’s rights activist, said on 
Twitter. 

Sense of betrayal 

Others in the city expressed 
feelings that their government had 
betrayed or ignored them. 

“I think the government has 
some holes in it,” said Jahanzeb, 
34, a metalworker who waited Sat¬ 
urday outside Emergency hospital 
in Kabul. His nephew, a student, 
had been injured while visiting 
a police recruiting office near 
the blast site. “They are ignorant 
about our security.” 

Officials expected possible 
demonstrations Sunday, and at 
least some workers in the area of 


the attack were told to stay home. 

Outside the Wazir Mohammad 
Akbar Khan National Hospital on 
Sunday, Mohammad Azam, 51, 
condemned the attack and said 
Afghans can’t shift the blame for 
the violence. 

“If we blame the government, 
it’s us — we blame ourselves,” 
Azam said. “We are part of the 
country. The enemies are among 
us.” 

His son, a police officer visit¬ 
ing from Badakhshan province, 
suffered shrapnel wounds across 
much of the right side of his body 
in the blast. 

The government declared a day 
of mourning, and Afghan flags 
were at half-staff throughout the 
country and at its foreign missions. 
Monday was declared a hohday in 
Kabul and Tuesday a national day 
of prayer. 

“People are sitting on the 
mourning carpets who had their 
loved ones killed or wounded 
— they are mourning physically 
and in reahty,” said Rashid. “Such 
declarations cannot bring our peo¬ 
ple back. They must take care of 
the future so there is peace in the 
country.” 

Zubair BabakarkhalT'contributed to this 

report. 

garland.chad@stripes.com 
Twitter: @chadgarland 


Turkey takes 
a strategic 
hill in Syria 

Associated Press 

KILIS, Turkey — Turkish 
troops and allied Syrian fight¬ 
ers captured a strategic hill in 
northwestern Syria on Sunday as 
their offensive to root out Kurdish 
fighters entered its second week, 
Turkey’s military and Syria’s war 
monitor reported. 

Associated Press reporters in 
the Turkish border town of Kilis 
heard constant shelling and clash¬ 
es as Turkish aircraft whizzed 
above and plumes of smoke rose 
in the distance. 

The Kurdish militia and the 
Syrian Observatory for Human 
Rights reported intense fighting 
on the Bursayah hill, which sepa¬ 
rates the Kurdish-held enclave of 
Afrin from the Turkey-controlled 
town of Azaz. The clashes followed 
intense bombing in the area. 

The Turkey-backed forces have 
been trying to capture the hill 
since the start of their offensive 
on Jan. 20 but have been met with 
stiff resistance. The Kurdish mili¬ 
tia known as the People’s Defense 
Units, or YPG, said Turkey sent 
reinforcements to the area follow¬ 
ing intense airstrikes. 

The strategic hill grants Tur¬ 
key-backed forces an elevated 
area that overlooks the northeast 
of Afrin. 

On Sunday, the Turkish mili¬ 
tary said in a statement that its sol¬ 
diers and allied Syrian opposition 
fighters captured the hill, assisted 
by airstrikes, attack helicopters, 
armed drones and howitzers. 

Rami Abdurrahman, head of 
the Britain-based Syrian Obser¬ 
vatory for Human Rights, said 
the Turkish troops seized control 
of the large hill, killing nearly a 
dozen Kurdish fighters. 
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Mattis: Korea talks 
can't distract from 
denuclearization 



Wyatt OLSON/Stars and Stripes 


Defense Secretary Jim Mattis, right, greets South Korean Defense Minister Song Young-moo as he 
arrives at U.S. Pacific Command headquarters in Hawaii on Friday. PACOM commander Adm. Harry 
Harris, left, joined the defense chiefs for talks that included security for the upcoming Winter Olympics 
in South Korea. 


By Wyatt Olson 
Stars and Stripes 

CAMP H.M. SMITH, Hawaii 
— The United States welcomes 
the recent talks between the two 
Koreas but remains steadfast that 
Pyongyang must abandon its nu¬ 
clear weapons program, Defense 
Secretary Jim Mattis said Friday. 

He made the remarks before 
meeting with his South Korean 
counterpart. Defense Minister 
Song Young-moo, at U.S. Pa¬ 
cific Command headquarters to 
discuss ensuring security sur¬ 
rounding the upcoming Winter 
Olympics in Pyeongchang, South 
Korea. 

North Korea — formally called 
Democratic People’s Republic of 
Korea, or DPRK — initiated rare 
talks with the South earlier this 
month that quickly resulted in 
Pyongyang announcing it would 
send athletes to the games. 

“As two peace-loving nations, 
[South Korea] and America 
welcome the Olympics Games 


talks between the [South] and 
the DPRK — at the same time 
remaining steadfast with the in¬ 
ternational economic pressure 
campaign to denuclearize the 
Korean Peninsula,” Mattis told 
reporters. 

Last year. North Korea ramped 
up missile-testing and conducted 
its most powerful test of a nucle¬ 
ar weapon to date. Earlier this 
month. North Korean leader Kim 
Jong tin and President Donald 
Trump escalated tensions when 
they traded boasts about their 
nation’s nuclear arsenal. 

Mattis criticized Kim on Fri¬ 
day for his “reckless rhetoric and 
dangerous provocations.” 

“So we do not lose sight of the 
fact that the Olympics talks alone 
do not address overarching prob¬ 
lems,” he said. “Accordingly, our 
combined militaries stand shoul¬ 
der to shoulder to defend against 
any attacks on the [South] or 
USA.” 

As a result of the talks, the U.S. 
will delay annual joint drills in 


South Korea until after the Olym¬ 
pics have wrapped up. 

Song, a former South Korean 
navy admiral, became defense 
minister in July. In a phone con¬ 
versation earlier this year, he and 
Mattis agreed to meet regularly 
in person, according to a state¬ 
ment from the South’s Ministry 
of National Defense. 

Mattis’ stop in Hawaii — made 
while returning home from visits 


to Indonesia and Vietnam — was 
the first opportunity to do that. 

Mattis described the relation¬ 
ship between the U.S. and South 
Korea as an “ironclad and irre¬ 
placeable alliance.” 

Song told reporters that the 
discussion with Mattis would 
underscore “the firm coordina¬ 
tion between [South Korea] and 
[the] U.S. against North Korea in 
order to denuclearize the Korean 


Peninsula.” 

He said the pair would also be 
“exchanging some of our opin¬ 
ions” about a statement by South 
Korean President Moon Jae-in 
that the inter-Korea talks will ul¬ 
timately “draw out North Korea 
to a dialogue with the United 
States.” 

olson.wyatt@stripes.com 
Twitter: @WyattWOIson 


Games: N. Korea demands complete 
suspension of joint drills by South, US 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

leverage in pressuring Pyongyang to 
denuclearize. 

“This is still in the diplomats’ hands, as you 
know,” he told reporters en route to Hawaii. 

“We could fight tonight, shoulder to shoul¬ 
der with the Koreans — or South Koreans, if 
they’re attacked,” Mattis added. “An attack on 
[South Korea] will be severely rebuffed if it’s 
attempted.” 

The joint drills known as Key Resolve and Foal 
Eagle are held every year in the spring and al¬ 
ways infuriate the North, which considers them a 
rehearsal for an invasion. 

Washington agreed to delay them until after 
the Olympics, which will be held Feb. 9-25 in 
the South Korean alpine town of Pyeongchang. 
Mattis has said the drills would resume after the 
March 8-18 Paralympics. 

But North Korea, which agreed to participate 
in the Winter Games as part of rare talks with the 
South, demanded a complete suspension. 

“The South Korean authorities should stop the 
war games with the U.S. forever and refrain from 
introducing the U.S. nuclear strategic assets and 
aggression forces to South Korea,” the state-run 
Korean Central News Agency said Thursday as 
part of a call for unification. 

The Pentagon rejected that idea, although it 
didn’t give a new start date for the exercises. 
South Korean military officials also have said the 
drills would resume but it’s too soon to disclose 
the exact date and size. 

North Korea has frequently responded to the 
exercises — and similar drills held by the allies 
in the fall — with missile tests and a stream of 
bellicose rhetoric. 

U.S. and South Korean military officials insist 


the war games, which involve tens of thousands 
of troops, are defensive in nature and necessary 
to maintain a constant state of readiness. 

“We’re deconflicting during the period of the 
Olympics, and exercises will continue immedi¬ 
ately after the Olympics,” joint staff director Lt. 
Gen. Kenneth McKenzie said Thursday during 
a press briefing in Washington. “There’s no sus¬ 
pension contemplated.” 

A senior South Korean administration official 
said the planned exercises add urgency to efforts 
to use the current conciliatory mood to bring all 
sides to the table. 

“If the allies resume their exercises. North 
Korea will likely protest strongly against them. 
There is a high chance of North Korean provoca¬ 
tions, which would make the international com¬ 
munity impose further sanctions,” Unification 
Minister Cho Myoung-gyon said Friday, accord¬ 
ing to the Yonhap News Agency. 

“It is a realistic guess that a vicious circle of 
repeated provocations and sanctions could come 
back soon,” he said. 

The U.S. has welcomed recent breakthrough 
talks between the two Koreas but vowed to main¬ 
tain its campaign of punishing economic sanc¬ 
tions and diplomatic pressure aimed at isolating 
the North Korean regime and forcing it to aban¬ 
don its nuclear ambitions. 

The North has shown rapid progress toward its 
goal of developing a nuclear weapon that could 
reach the U.S. mainland. It test-fired three inter¬ 
continental ballistic missiles and conducted its 
sixth and most powerful nuclear test last year. 

gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 


Air Force One’s new 
fridges to cost $24M 


By Amy B. Wang 

The Washington Post 

Air Force One is upgrading its 
refrigerators, and the cost to tax¬ 
payers will be a cool $24 million. 

Under a new government con¬ 
tract awarded to Boeing, the U.S. 
Air Force will pay the aeronautics 
behemoth $23,657,671 to replace 
two of the five chiller units on the 
plane currently used by President 
Donald Trump. 

Both of those units, which are 
used to store food, were installed 
on the plane when it was original¬ 
ly delivered in 1990, according to 
the Air Force. Increasingly, how¬ 
ever, the plane has needed addi¬ 
tional cold food storage space “to 
support onboard personnel for an 
extended period of time, without 
having to restock while abroad,” 
Air Force spokeswoman Ann Ste- 
fanek said in an email. 

“The [old] units were based on 
the technology at the time and 
designed for short-term food stor¬ 
age,” Stefanek said. “Although ser¬ 
viced on a regular basis, reliability 
has decreased with failures in¬ 
creasing, especially in hot/humid 
environments. The units are un¬ 
able to effectively support mission 
requirements for food storage.” 

The new refrigerator units will 
have nearly 70 cubic feet of stor¬ 
age space, she said. 

The nearly $24 million price tag 
will also cover the cost of testing 


and certification by the Federal 
Aviation Administration, accord¬ 
ing to the contract. 

Work related to the upgrade will 
be carried out in Oklahoma City, 
San Antonio and other cities, and 
the work is expected to be done by 
the end of October 2019, the con¬ 
tract stated. 

The high-cost upgrade was first 
reported by Defense One, which 
detailed the unique needs of the 
presidential aircraft — the plane 
reportedly needs refrigerated stor¬ 
age space for about 3,000 meals — 
as well as the White House’s and 
Air Force’s strict requirements 
for “bespoke equipment” when it 
comes to Air Force One. 

The plane has two galleys where 
up to 100 meals can be prepared at 
a time, according to ABC News. 

“During international trips, 
chillers in the belly of Air Force 
One keep food for daily meals 
fresh,” ABC News reported. “The 
crew never procures food over¬ 
seas to serve on the plane as a 
safety precaution.” 

It’s unclear if the Air Force con¬ 
sidered other, less expensive alter¬ 
natives to replacing the two chiller 
units in question, or whether the 
replacement would take the plane 
out of commission for an extended 
period of time. Stefanek said the 
Air Force was not able to answer 
additional questions Saturday 
morning. 
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Navy issues guidance on posting sailors' deaths 


By Brock Vergakis 
The (Norfolk, Va.) Virginian-Pilot 

NORFOLK, Va. — When someone in the 
Navy is killed, it often attracts international 
attention. Grieving family members and 
friends typically take to social media to post 
memories about their loved ones, express 
anguish and seek support on their personal 
pages. 

Defense Department policy prohibits the 
Navy from releasing the identities of ca¬ 
sualties until 24 hours after next of kin is 
informed. In cases of multiple deaths, the 
24-hour clock doesn’t start until the last 
family member is told. 

“It is vitally important that all Sailors, 
DoN (Department of the Navy) civilians, 
family members and friends know that 
the identity of a casualty should not be dis¬ 
cussed on social media until it has been re¬ 
leased,” according to a Navy handbook on 


social media, released on Jan. 11. 

But while sailors’ social media posts are 
subject to Navy regulations and the Uniform 
Code of Military Justice, the Navy can’t stop 
or punish civilians who don’t work for the 
Defense Department from posting about a 
loved one’s death or speaking to news media 
about it if they choose to. 

This often causes confusion among vic¬ 
tims’ family members, who sometimes say 
the Navy won’t let them speak to reporters 
and they fear their loved one could be pun¬ 
ished for something they say. 

“This instruction applies to members 
of the Department of the Navy and, by 
extension, members of the Department 
of Defense,” Cmdr. Bill Speaks, a Navy 
spokesman, said in an email Friday to The 
Virginian-Pilot. “With respect to family 
members, it is only intended to serve as a 
guide, nothing more.” 

Speaks said there are no provisions in any 


regulation that would hold a servicemember 
or Navy employee accountable for actions 
taken by anyone other than themselves. 

The Navy released 40 pages of social 
media guidelines as part of its handbook 
that are designed to help sailors, public af¬ 
fairs staff. Navy leaders, family members 
and others in an era where information and 
disinformation quickly spread. 

The handbook comes out as social media 
continue to grow. The service is active on 
hundreds of social media accounts. Its main 
Facebook account is followed by about 3 
million people, while its primary Twitter 
account has at least 1 million followers. 

The Navy usually identifies in news re¬ 
leases and on social media sailors who died 
in combat or in an accident. 

But the official notification can some¬ 
times come days after identities already 
are confirmed to news media from other 
sources, including other government offi¬ 


cials, family members and friends. 

After the destroyer USS John McCain 
collided with an oil tanker east of Singapore 
in August, one of the ship’s crewmembers. 
Petty Officer 3rd Class Kenneth Smith, was 
identified on Facebook by his mother, April 
Brandon, in Michigan as one of the 10 miss¬ 
ing sailors. Brandon also gave interviews 
with local news outlets in Michigan while 
her son was missing and later confirmed 
his death on Facebook before the Navy re¬ 
leased his identity. 

The Navy’s social media handbook makes 
it clear the Navy doesn’t prefer that. It spe¬ 
cifically says that when there is an “adverse 
incident,” family members who are ap¬ 
proached by someone about it should “ex¬ 
plain that you do not know and they should 
not speculate.” 

But Speaks notes that the “Navy would 
never encourage family members to be less 
than fully truthful.” 


Neller: Marine aviation on rebound after ‘horrible’ 2017 


By Matthew M. Burke 

Stars and Stripes 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — 
Marine Corps aviation had a “hor¬ 
rible” safety record last year but 
is on the rebound despite recent 
incidents on Okinawa, Japan, the 
service’s top official told a biparti¬ 
san think tank Thursday. 

Marine Corps Commandant 
Gen. Robert Neller made the com¬ 
ments while discussing maritime 
security at a forum hosted by the 
Center for Strategic and Interna¬ 
tional Studies and the US. Naval 
Institute in Washington. 

Neller said there were 12 “Class 
A mishaps” in fiscal year 2017, 
up from nine the previous year 
and from a low of five in 2010. A 
Class A mishap is an aviation in¬ 
cident that results in the death or 
permanent disability of a service- 
member or more than $2 million 
in damage to an aircraft or gov¬ 
ernment property. 

Neller implied that human error 
was to blame for most of last year’s 
incidents. 

“We had a horrible year last 
year,” he said. “We had 12 Class 
A’s, and some of them are horrif¬ 


ic. But the m^ority of them, they 
were not the result of the material 
condition of the airplane, and I’m 
just going to leave it at that.” 

To address the problem, Neller 
said a multipronged approach 
of increased ^ght hours for air 
crews, the acquisition of new air¬ 
craft and a faster turnaround on 
aircraft maintenance are needed. 
He said that while the Marine 
Corps has funding, the military 
has been hampered by Congress’ 
inabihty to pass a multiyear bud¬ 
get, which facihtates planning, 
multiyear contracts and uninter¬ 
rupted relationships with vendors, 
especially those that make parts. 

‘More hours’ 

“The critical capability here 
is we need to get more hours; we 
need to get more time in the air¬ 
plane,” he said. “We’ve got to get 
more parts faster, which means 
we’re going to get more ready 
airplanes, which means we’re 
going to fly more, which means 
our readiness is going to go up, 
and we’re working really hard. ... 
We’re making progress.” 

Neller was quick to add that 


forward-deployed forces in Japan 
are an outlier. He said that while 
the Marine Corps is still trying to 
get other squadrons to 16 hours of 
flight time per month, forward- 
deployed forces are over that 
number. 

Neller said 2018 is starting out 
better than last year in regard to 
safety despite three emergency 
landings on Okinawa this month. 
There has been one Class A mis¬ 
hap this fiscal year, and no avia¬ 
tion fatalities. 

“We’re tracking a little bit better 
(this year) despite ... precaution¬ 
ary landings of aircraft overseas,” 
he said. “Quite frankly. I’m glad 
that they were precautionary land¬ 
ings because nobody got hurt and 
we didn’t lose an airplane. I mean, 
I understand the other side of that 
but, so you know. I’m not worried 
about that.” 

Neller’s comments came a day 
after Japanese Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe responded to the Oki¬ 
nawa incidents by vowing to keep 
people there safe. 

“Ensuring safety of the local 
residents is the basic premise of 
US. military operation, and there 
should not be any incidents or ac¬ 


cidents,” he said Wednesday. 

Abe said he spoke with Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump and reaf¬ 
firmed their dedication to easing 
the burden for residents of Oki¬ 
nawa, which hosts about half of all 
US. servicemembers stationed in 
Japan. 

“Japan and the US. will work 
together to ensure safety, making 
it a top priority,” said Abe, who 
also urged the swift relocation of 
Marine Corps Air Station Futen- 
ma to Camp Schwab in Okinawa’s 
remote north. 

“If the relocation to Henoko is 
realized, flight routes will be over 
the ocean, drastically improving 
safety,” he said. 

Series of incidents 

Marine aviation in Japan has 
come under the microscope after 
a series of mishaps in recent 
months. 

On Tuesday, an AH-IZ Viper 
helicopter made an emergency 
landing at a municipal helipad 
on Okinawa’s Tonaki Island. 
Similar incidents happened on 
the southern island prefecture 
on Jan. 6 and Jan. 8. 


On Dec. 13, a CH-53E Super 
Stalhon’s window inexplicably 
became separated from the air¬ 
craft and landed on an elemen¬ 
tary school sports field adjacent to 
Futenma’s fence line. More than 
50 schoolchildren were playing 
at the time, and a boy was slightly 
injured from a pebble that flew up 
during impact. 

Japanese officials asked the US. 
military not to fly over the school 
after the incident; however, they 
have since complained that the 
US. had in fact done so. 

On Dec. 7, a plastic part thought 
to belong to a US. military heli¬ 
copter was found on the roof of 
an Okinawan day care facility. In 
October, a Super Stalhon made an 
emergency landing in a farmer’s 
field outside Okinawa’s Northern 
Training Area after an in-flight 
fire. The aircraft was almost a 
total loss. 

In August, an Okinawa-based 
MV-22 Osprey crashed off the 
coast of Australia during a training 
exercise, killing three Marines. 

Stars and Stripes reporter Hana 
Kusumoto contributed to this report. 
burke.matt@stripes.com 


Tougher fitness tests slated for some airmen 


By William Howard 

Stars and Stripes 

The Air Force is rolling out a 
more rigorous fitness test for air¬ 
men in two job fields that require 
coordination with ground combat 
troops. 

Air liaison officers and tactical 
air control party operators will 
undergo a physical fitness assess¬ 
ment designed specifically for 
them sometime next year, officials 
announced Wednesday. 

“There are certain career 
fields, ALO and TACP, for in¬ 
stance, that required much higher 
and broader levels of physical fit¬ 
ness to meet the demands of their 
operational mission sets,” said Dr. 
Neal Baumgartner, chief of the Air 
Force’s Exercise Science Unit. 

Both occupations embed with 


Army and Marine units to direct 
strikes from ground locations, ac¬ 
cording to the Air Force website. 

Currently, all airmen are re¬ 
quired to pass a fitness assessment 
known as Tier 1, which involves a 
timed IVi-mile run and a number 
of situps and pushups completed 
in one minute. 

The Tier 2 test will include 
the 1,000-meter row, pullups, 
trap bar dead lift, two-cone agil¬ 
ity drill, medicine ball toss, grip 
strength test, 100-yard farmer’s 
carry, extended cross-knee 
crunch, weighted lunges and a 
faster iy 2 -mile run. 

“Each of these 10 components 
has specific relevance to unique 
ALO-TACP operational mission 
sets,” said Master Sgt. Matthew 
Gruse, of the Exercise Science 


Unit. 

Scoring is based on a 10-point 
scale for each event. Airmen must 
score at least 46 points out of 100 
to pass. The run is timed and must 
be completed in under 11 minutes, 
31 seconds. 

Unlike the current Tier 1 fitness 
assessment, age and gender aren’t 
factored into scoring. Airmen tak¬ 
ing the Tier 2 assessment won’t 
have to take the Tier 1 test. 

Once the new assessment is 
implemented next year, ALO 
and TACP operators will have 12 
months to adapt to the new Tier 
2 test. Airmen may contact their 
unit physical training leaders and 
the Exercise Science Unit for fur¬ 
ther guidance. 

howard.william@stripes.com 
Twitter: @Howard_Stripes 



Joe Yanik /Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force 

Master Sgt. Kyle Anderson, 3rd Air Support Operations Group, 
runs between two cones during a speed, strength and agility 
demonstration at Joint Base Andrews, Md., on Jan. 9. 
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Famed Korean War 
correspondent dies 


By Seth Robson 

Stars and Stripes 

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan — Frank 
Praytor, a former Korean War combat 
correspondent featured in an iconic photo¬ 
graph of the Marine feeding an orphaned 
kitten on the front lines, died Jan. 10 in Al¬ 
buquerque, N.M. 

Praytor — whose reporting included 
firsthand accounts of prisoner-of-war 
exchanges and the truce-signing at Pan- 
munjom — was 90 years old and had been 
in poor health for several years, said his 
friend and fellow Marine, Chas Henry. 

In 1950, he joined the Marine Corps and 
became a combat correspondent for the 1st 
Marine Division in Korea. 

A 1952 photograph of Praytor with a 
kitten on a battlefield ran in newspapers 
worldwide. It shows the young Marine 
surrounded by sandbags, a pistol at his 
hip and helmet on his knees, feeding the 
tiny kitten with a medicine dropper. 

The image was picked up by The Asso¬ 
ciated Press and published in more than 
1,700 American newspapers, including 
The New York Times. In recent years, it 
has found new popularity on social media 
sites like Reddit. 

Praytor weaned the kitten — whose 
mother was “shot by a Marine up on line 
because of her yeowling” — on meat from 
“C” ration cans, he wrote later in The 
Greybeards, the Korean War Veterans As¬ 
sociation magazine. 

Praytor later joined the staff of Stars and 
Stripes. 


That picture of him caring for 
a kitten iost on the battiefieid 
wasn’t just cute; it captured 
his character. P 

Chas Henry 

U.S. Marine and friend of Frank Praytor 


A photograph that Praytor took of a 
Navy corpsman treating a wounded Ma¬ 
rine on the battlefield won an award from 
Photography magazine that earned him a 
trip to New York for television and radio 
interviews. 

“Frank was, first and foremost, a good 
human being,” Henry said. “That pic¬ 
ture of him caring for a kitten lost on the 
battlefield wasn’t just cute; it captured his 
character. Beyond that, he was an elegant 
writer and master communication strate¬ 
gist. I was fortunate to be able to count him 
both a mentor and friend.” 

After two years at Stripes’ Tokyo bu¬ 
reau, Praytor left the Marines in 1954 and 
worked in public affairs and advertising in 
Texas, Oklahoma and Colorado, eventually 
starting his own agency. In 1992, he moved 
to Albuquerque and worked as a freelance 
writer, public relations consultant and 
Realtor. 

He is survived by Katherine Praytor, his 
wife of more than 46 years. 

ro"bson.’seth@sfrTpes.com 

Twitter: (aSethRobsonl 



Courtesy of the U.S. Marine Corps 


Then-Korean War correspondent Frank Praytor feeds canned milk to a kitten on Oct. 
18, 1952. 


‘Beetle Bailey’ cartoonist Mort Walker dead at 94 



Photos by Craig Ruttle/AP 


Mort Walker, the artist and author of the “Beetle Bailey” comic strip, 
looks over paperwork in his studio in Stamford, Conn., in 2010. 


By Lynn Elber 

Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — Comic strip 
artist Mort Walker, a World War 
II veteran who satirized the Army 
and tickled millions of newspaper 
readers with the antics of the lazy 
Private “Beetle Bailey,” died Sat¬ 
urday. He was 94. 

Walker died at his home in 
Stamford, Conn., said Greg Walk¬ 
er, his eldest son and a collabora¬ 
tor. His father’s advanced age was 
the cause of death, he said. 

Walker began publishing car¬ 
toons at age 11 and was involved 
with more than a half-dozen 
comic strips in his career, includ¬ 
ing “Hi and Lois,” “Boner’s Ark” 
and “Sam & Silo.” But he found his 
greatest success drawing slacker 
Beetle, his hot-tempered sergeant 
and the rest of the gang at fiction¬ 
al Camp Swampy for nearly 70 
years. 

The character that was to be¬ 
come Beetle Bailey made his 
debut as Spider in Walker’s car¬ 
toons published by the Saturday 
Evening Post in the late 1940s. 
Walker changed Spider’s name 
and launched “Beetle Bailey” as a 
college humor strip in 1950. 

At first, the strip failed to at¬ 
tract readers and King Features 
Syndicate considered dropping 
it after just six months. Walker 
said in a 2000 interview with The 


Associated Press. The syndicate 
suggested Beetle join the Army 
after the start of the Korean War, 
Walker said. 

“I was kind of against it because 
after World War II, Bill Mauldin 
and Sad Sack were fading away,” 
he said. But his misgivings were 
overcome, and Beetle “enlisted” 
in 1951. 

Walker attributed the success of 
the strip to Beetle’s indolence and 
reluctance to follow authority. 

“Most people are sort of against 
authority,” he said. “Here’s Beetle 
always challenging authority. I 
think people relate to it.” 



Comic strips that were to be 
published in the coming weeks 
rest on a desk in the studio in 
August 2010. 

“Beetle Bailey” led to spinoff 
comic strip “Hi and Lois,” which 
he created with Dik Browne, 


in 1954. The premise was that 
Beetle went home on furlough to 
visit his sister, Lois, and brother- 
in-law, Hi. 

Fellow cartoonists remembered 
Walker as a pleasant man who 
adored his fans. Bill Morrison, 
president of the National Cartoon¬ 
ists Society, called Walker the def¬ 
inition of “cartoonist” in a post on 
the society’s website Saturday. 

“He lived and breathed the art 
every day of his life. He will be 
sorely missed by his friends in the 
NCS and by a world of comic strip 
fans,” Morrison said. 

Fellow cartoonist Mark Evanier 
said on his website that Walker 
was “delightful to be around and 
always wilhng to draw Beetle or 
Sarge for any of his fans.” 

“Beetle Bailey,” which appeared 
in as many as 1,800 newspapers, 
sometimes sparked controversy. 
The Tokyo editions of the mili¬ 
tary newspaper Stars and Stripes 
dropped it in 1954 for fear that it 
would encourage disrespect of its 
officers. But ensuing media cover¬ 
age spurred more than 100 news¬ 
papers to add the strip. 

Shortly after President Bill 
Clinton took office. Walker drew a 
strip suggesting that the draft be 
retroactive in order to send Clin¬ 
ton to Vietnam. Walker said he 
received hundreds of angry let¬ 
ters from Clinton supporters. 
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Trump seeking reset with State of the Union 



J. Scott Applewhite/AP 


President Donald Trump addresses a joint session of Congress on Feb. 28. Trump will deliver his first 
State of the Union address Tuesday. 


By Jonathan Lemire 
AND Zeke Miller 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Beset by 
poor poll numbers and the grind 
of the Russia investigation, Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump will look to 
reset his term with his first State 
of the Union address, arguing that 
his tax cut and economic policies 
will benefit all Americans. 

The theme of his Tuesday night 
address is “Building a safe, strong 
and proud America,” and Trump 
is looking to showcase accom¬ 
plishments of his first year while 
setting the tone for the second. 

Aides say the president plans to 
set aside his more combative tone 
for one of compromise, and to 
make an appeal beyond his base. 

Trump often engages in hy¬ 
perpartisan politics, and his tax 
overhaul has been criticized for 
disproportionately favoring the 
wealthy. But he will try to make 
the case that all groups have ben¬ 
efited during his watch, accord¬ 
ing to a senior administration 
official who spoke on the condi¬ 
tion of anonymity. 

The annual address is a big set 
piece for any president, a prime¬ 
time window to address milhons 
of voters. Every word is reviewed, 
every presidential guest carefully 
chosen, every sentence rehearsed. 
The stakes are enormous for 
Trump, hoping to move past a tur¬ 
bulent first 12 months in office. 


Five themes are expected to 
dominate: the economy and the 
tax overhaul, infrastructure, im¬ 
migration, trade, and terrorism 
and global threats. 

Selling the GOP’s tax plan is an 
election-year project as Republi¬ 
cans look to retain their majorities 
in Congress. Trump is expected 
to cite the benefits to the public 
that proponents envision. 

Trump also plans to outline a 


nearly $2 trillion plan that his ad¬ 
ministration contends will trigger 
$1 trillion or more in public and 
private spending on roads, bridges 
and other public works projects. 

On immigration, he will pro¬ 
mote his new proposal for $25 
billion for a wall along the Mexi¬ 
can border and a path to citizen¬ 
ship for hundreds of thousands 
of young people brought to the 
US. as children and now here 


illegally. 

Trump’s trade talk will reflect 
what he discussed at the World 
Economic Forum in Switzerland 
on Friday: a preference for one- 
on-one deals. 

The public should get an update 
on the fight against terrorism and 
an assessment of international 
threats, including North Korea. 
The senior administration official 
said Trump probably would avoid 


the taunts of “Little Rocket Man” 
for Kim Jong Un and “fire and 
fury” that he used before. 

The White House says one of 
Trump’s guests for the speech 
will be someone who has been 
touched by the opioid crisis. 

The address comes at a critical 
point for the president. He wants 
to move past the government 
shutdown that coincided with the 
anniversary of his inauguration 
and prepare for a grueling elec¬ 
tion season that is shaping up as a 
referendum on his leadership. 

Critics wonder if the president 
will show the resolve to stay on 
message. 

“The most capable White Hous¬ 
es use the State of the Union as an 
organizing moment to set agenda 
for the whole year, from both a 
messaging and legislative per¬ 
spective,” said Jennifer Palmieri, 
former communications director 
for President Barack Obama. “I 
don’t think this White House is 
capable of that kind of discipline. 
So even if he gives a good speech, 
it is unlikely to have any staying 
power and transcend his broad¬ 
er problems of not being able to 
drive a coherent agenda or gen¬ 
erate support for himself beyond 
his core supporters.” 

The White House, led by policy 
adviser Stephen Miller and staff 
secretary Rob Porter, has spent 
weeks on the speech, seeking 
input from Cabinet secretaries 
and agency leaders. 


Trump sought release of classified memo critical of Russia probe 


By Ashley Parker, 

Rosalind S. Helderman, 

Josh Dawsey and Carol D. Leonnig 

The Washington Post 

On Wednesday, as Republicans were 
clamoring to make public a secret docu¬ 
ment they think will undercut the inves¬ 
tigation into Russian meddling. President 
Donald Trump made clear his desire: Re¬ 
lease the memo. 

Trump’s directive was at odds with his 
own Justice Department, which had warned 
that releasing the classified memo written 
by congressional Republicans would be “ex¬ 
traordinarily reckless” without an official 
review. Nevertheless, White House chief 
of staff John Kelly relayed the president’s 
view to Attorney General Jeff Sessions al¬ 
though the decision to release the document 
ultimately hes with Congress. 

Kelly and Sessions spoke twice that day 
— in person during a small-group after¬ 
noon meeting and over the phone later that 
evening — and Kelly conveyed Trump’s de¬ 
sire, a senior administration official said. 

Trump and his Repubhcan allies have 
placed special emphasis on the classified 
memo, which was written by staff members 
for House Intelligence Committee Chair¬ 
man Devin Nunes, R-Cahf, and suggests 
the FBI may have rehed on politically mo¬ 
tivated or questionable sources to justify its 
request for a secret surveillance warrant in 
the investigation’s early phase. Democrats 
have characterized the memo as mislead¬ 
ing talking points designed to smear the 
FBI. They said it inaccurately summarizes 
classified investigative materials. 

Trump “is inchned to have that released 
just because it will shed light,” said a senior 
administration official who was speaking 
on the condition of anonymity to recount 


Apparently all the 
rumors are that [the 
memo] will shed light; it 
will help the investigators 
come to a conclusion. ^ 

senior Trump administration official 


private conversations. “Apparently all the 
rumors are that it will shed light; it will help 
the investigators come to a conclusion.” 

The intervention with Sessions, which 
has not previously been reported, marked 
another example of the president’s year¬ 
long attempts to shape and influence an 
investigation that is fundamentally outside 
his control. Trump has complained to con¬ 
fidants and aides in recent weeks that he 
does not understand why he cannot sim¬ 
ply give orders to “my guys” at what he 
sometimes calls the “Trump Justice De¬ 
partment,” two people familiar with the 
president’s comments said. 

Such complaints, and Trump’s repeated 
attempts to pressure senior law enforcement 
officials through firings or other means, 
have now become one of the main focuses of 
the investigation, including Trump’s order 
last summer to fire special counsel Robert 
Mueller III, which prompted White House 
counsel Donald McGahn to threaten to quit 
before Trump backed down. 

Trump recently revived his complaints 
that Deputy Attorney General Rod Rosen- 
stein was not properly supervising Muel¬ 
ler’s probe, and suggested that he should 
fire Rosenstein, an adviser who speaks 
frequently with Trump said. 


He also made clear in recent days that he 
hopes new questions facing the investigation 
allow him or his associates to make changes 
at the Justice Department, two people fa¬ 
miliar with Trump’s comments said. 

The president has told close advisers 
that the memo is starting to make people 
realize how the FBI and the Mueller probe 
are biased against him, and that it could 
provide him with grounds for either firing 
or forcing Rosenstein to leave, according to 
one person familiar with his remarks. He 
has privately derided Rosenstein as “the 
Democrat from Baltimore.” Rosenstein 
is not a Democrat. He was appointed as 
a US. attorney in Maryland by President 
George W. Bush and was kept in that post 
by President Barack Obama. 

As Mueller narrows his probe — hom¬ 
ing in on the ways Trump may have tried 
to impede the Russia investigation — a 
common thread ties many of the incidents 
together: a president accustomed to func¬ 
tioning as the executive of a private family 
business who does not seem to understand 
that his subordinates have sworn an oath to 
the Constitution rather than to him. 

On Wednesday, speaking briefly to re¬ 
porters, Trump defended his actions in 
the probe as “fighting back” against unfair 
allegations. 

Sally Yates, the acting attorney general 
whom Trump fired early last year for fail¬ 
ing to enforce his travel ban, said in an in¬ 
terview that Trump’s behavior — from his 
June decision to call for Mueller’s firing to 
other meddling throughout the year — is 
“beyond unusual” and “really dangerous.” 

Indeed, Trump has shown a repeated 
pattern of attempting to regain control of 
the Russia investigation and deploy the 
Justice Department for his own protection 
and personal gain. 


A person who has spoken with Mueller’s 
team said investigators’ questions seemed 
at least partially designed to probe poten¬ 
tial obstruction from Trump. 

This person, speaking on the condition 
of anonymity to recount a private ses¬ 
sion, added that while it seemed unlikely 
Mueller’s team would yield any evidence 
of a coordinated effort to aid the Russians, 
the investigators might find more details to 
support obstruction of justice. 

A person who has interacted with Muel¬ 
ler’s team said the prosecutors seem to be 
pursuing a theory that Trump’s actions 
over months have followed a consistent 
pattern. 

This person added that key episodes in 
this narrative include Trump’s order that 
Sessions not recuse himself from the inves¬ 
tigation; the firing of former FBI Director 
James Comey; his efforts to intervene to get 
the investigation of Michael Flynn, his for¬ 
mer national security adviser, dropped; and 
then, above all, Trump’s dictation aboard 
Air Force One in July of a misleading state¬ 
ment to be released by his son, Don Jr., 
about his meeting with the Russian lawyer 
at Trump Tower during the campaign. 

To prove obstruction of justice, Mueller 
would have to show that Trump didn’t just 
act to derail the investigation but did so 
with a corrupt motive, such as an effort to 
hide his own misdeeds. 

Legal experts are divided over whether 
the Constitution allows for the president 
to be indicted while in office. As a result, 
Mueller might seek to outline his findings 
about Trump’s actions in a written report 
rather than bring them in court through 
criminal charges. It would probably fall to 
Rosenstein to decide whether to submit the 
report to Congress, which has the power to 
open impeachment proceedings. 
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Richard Brian, Las Vegas Review-Journal/AP 


Steve Wynn's properties — Encore, left, and Wynn Las Vegas — are 
located on the Las Vegas Strip. 


Jeremy Piven faces more 
allegations of misconduct 

Associated Press 


Wynn 

resigns 

RNC 

post 

By Ken Thomas 
AND Steve Peoples 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Casino 
mogul Steve Wynn resigned Sat¬ 
urday as finance chairman of the 
Republican National Committee 
amid allegations of sexual harass¬ 
ment and assault. 

Wynn has been a prolific Re¬ 
publican donor and led the RNC’s 
fundraising efforts during Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump’s first year, 
helping the committee rake in 
more than $130 million. 

“Today, I accepted Steve Wynn’s 
resignation as Repubhcan Na¬ 
tional Committee finance chair,” 
said RNC chairwoman Ronna 
McDaniel. 

The Wall Street Journal re¬ 
ported Friday that a number of 
women said they were harassed or 
assaulted by Wynn, the chairman 
and CEO of Wynn Resorts. Wynn 
has denied the allegations. One 


case led to a $7.5 million settle¬ 
ment with a manicurist, the news¬ 
paper reported. 

Wynn confirmed his resigna¬ 
tion in a statement released Sat¬ 
urday. “The unbelievable success 
we have achieved must continue. 
The work we are doing to make 
America a better place is too im¬ 
portant to be impaired by this dis¬ 
traction,” Wynn said. 

Wynn was chosen by Trump 
to lead the RNC’s fundraising ef¬ 
fort, and he contributed more than 
$600,000 to GOP causes last year, 
according to the Federal Election 
Commission. 

A person with direct knowl¬ 
edge of the situation said Trump 
had signed off on the decision for 
Wynn to resign. The person was 
not authorized to share private 
discussions and spoke to The As¬ 
sociated Press on condition of 
anonymity. 

Since 2013, Wynn has contrib¬ 
uted nearly $2.4 million to GOP 
candidates and party organiza¬ 


tions around the country, includ¬ 
ing 2017 special election winners 
and dozens of state Republican 
Party committees. 

The allegations against Wynn 
have come during a wave of sex¬ 
ual misconduct claims against 
prominent media, entertain¬ 
ment and political figures that 
gained momentum last fall after 
the emergence of detailed allega¬ 
tions of rape and harassment in¬ 
volving movie producer Harvey 
Weinstein. 

During the fall, RNC officials, 
including McDaniel, noted that 
Weinstein had been a top donor for 
Democrats, including 2016 presi¬ 
dential nominee Hillary Chnton. 

In early October, McDaniel 
tweeted that if the Democratic Na¬ 
tional Committee “truly stands up 
for women like they say they do, 
then returning Weinstein’s dirty 
money should be a no-brainer.” 

The RNC has not yet said 
whether it will return any money 
donated by Wynn. 


LOS ANGELES — Jeremy 
Piven, who has strongly denied 
allegations of sexual misconduct 
from at least three women, is fac¬ 
ing further accusations that date 
back decades, an online news site 
reported Saturday. 

Three additional women claim 
Piven acted in a physically ag¬ 
gressive or threatening manner, 
BuzzFeed News reported in a story 
that included the actor’s rejection 
of the allegations as “false.” 

The women said they were 
speaking out because of frustra¬ 
tion over Piven’s previous denials. 

One incident allegedly involved 
a high school student working as 
an extra in 1985 on Piven’s first 
film, “Lucas,” when he was 17. 
The other encounters took place 
in the 1990s, BuzzFeed said. 

Two of the women are identified 
in the BuzzFeed story. The third. 


US Sen. Marco Rubio 
fires his chief of staff 

WASHINGTON — U.S. Sen. 
Marco Rubio, R-Fla., said Saturday 
he has fired his chief of staff after 
getting reports of “improper con¬ 
duct” with subordinate staffers. 

“By early this afternoon, I had 
sufficient evidence to conclude 
that while employed by this office, 
my Chief of Staff had violated of¬ 
fice policies regarding proper re¬ 
lations between a supervisor and 
their subordinates. I further con¬ 
cluded that this led to actions 


described as an executive with an 
international organization, asked 
that her name be withheld, the 
website said. 

A publi¬ 
cist who had 
been repre- 
sentingPiven 
referred re¬ 
quests for 
comment 
to his man¬ 
ager at Silver 
Lining En¬ 
tertainment 
in Beverly 
Hills, Calif A call to the compa¬ 
ny’s listed phone number by The 
Associated Press wasn’t answered 
Saturday night. 

The AP withheld the names of 
the two women identified in the 
story because it does not typically 
name people who say they were 
targeted by sexual misconduct 
without their consent. 


which in my judgment amounted 
to threats to withhold employ¬ 
ment benefits,” Rubio said in a 
statement. 

Rubio’s office said it “will not 
be disclosing any further details 
about the incidents which oc¬ 
curred” at the wishes of those vic¬ 
timized. And Rubio’s office plans 
to notify appropriate congressio¬ 
nal and Senate administrative of¬ 
fices of this situation. 

Rubio’s office did not immedi¬ 
ately respond to requests early 
Sunday for details. 

From The Associated Press 



White House issues guidance to senators on stalled VA Choice reform 


By Nikki Wentling 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — White 
House officials issued guidance to 
senators last week meant to resus¬ 
citate negotiations on Department 
of Veterans Affairs health care 
reform after legislation has lan¬ 
guished in the House and Senate 
for months. 

The guidance calls for clearer 
rules about when veterans can go 
into the private sector for health 
care and asks senators to remove 
proposals to implement a hiring 
quota at VA facilities and expand 
caregiver benefits that are avail¬ 
able now only to veterans injured 
after 9/11. White House officials 
also want plans on how to offset 
costs. 

Sen. Johnny Isakson, R-Ga., 
chairman of the Senate Veterans’ 
Affairs Committee, said he hoped 
the guidance could be a catalyst 
to overcome divisions among 
senators on reforms to Veterans 
Choice, a program created in 2014 
to get veterans faster access to 
care by sending them to private- 
sector doctors. 

Sen. Jon Tester, D-Mont., the 
ranking Democrat on the commit¬ 
tee, is reviewing the guidance and 
working with Isakson to reach a 
compromise, said Marnee Banks, 
Tester’s communications director. 

“He believes there is a lot of 


common ground and is encour¬ 
aged by the open hnes of commu¬ 
nication,” Banks said. 

Though more veterans are using 
the Choice program, VA officials 
and lawmakers have criticized 
it as bureaucratic and complex, 
with arbitrary rules governing 
which veterans are eligible to re¬ 
ceive non-VA health care. They’ve 
been working for about a year to 
develop a complete overhaul of the 
program but recently hit an im¬ 
passe over funding and eligibility 
concerns. 

The Senate committee voted in 
November to send a bipartisan bill, 
the Caring for Our Veterans Act, 
to the Senate floor. The legislation 
offered flexibility concerning vet¬ 
erans’ eligibility for private-sector 
care, making it a decision between 
veterans and their VA physicians. 
In a report released this month, 
the Congressional Budget Office 
estimated the legislation would 
cost nearly $50 billion. 

But Sen. Jerry Moran, R-Kan., 
a member of the committee, dis¬ 
agreed with some aspects of the 
bill and introduced his own legis¬ 
lation that he said better lays out 
in what instances veterans can 
seek private-sector health care 
rather than leaving those choices 
to the VA. 

Isakson asked the White House 
for help to restart negotiations. 

Officials with President Don¬ 


ald Trump’s administration went 
through the Caring for Our Veter¬ 
ans Act and highlighted changes. 

White House officials asked 
senators to remove a measure 
requiring private-sector medical 
providers to follow VA guidelines 
on prescribing opioids. The agen¬ 
cy began cutting back on opioid 
prescriptions in 2010 because of 
the growing number of veterans 
becoming addicted. The White 
House stated it supports safe use 
of opioids but the requirements 
would impose a “burden” on com¬ 
munity providers and veterans. 

They also suggested senators 
nix a measure requiring non-VA 
providers who participate in the 
Choice program to meet certain 
standards for treatment of post- 
traumatic stress disorder, military 
sexual trauma and traumatic brain 
injuries. White House officials 
said the idea was “unworkable” 
and would increase VA costs. 

White House officials also de¬ 
scribed as “unreahstic” a proposal 
requiring the VA to fill all vacant 
jobs in mental health and primary 
care within 180 days after the bill 
is enacted. As of the end of June, 
the VA reported 34,000 vacancies 
across the VA health care system. 

One White House suggestion, 
to remove the expansion of care¬ 
giver benefits, drew the ire of the 
Elizabeth Dole Foundation. 

The foundation, along with 


Disabled American Veterans, 
the American Legion, Veterans 
of Foreign Wars and Paralyzed 
Veterans of America, strongly 
supported the expansion of care¬ 
giver benefits to veterans injured 
before 9/11. In December, they 
presented lawmakers with a peti¬ 
tion containing more than 182,000 
signatures from people supportive 
of the expansion. 

Under the bill, caregiver ben¬ 
efits would become immediately 
available to veterans injured be¬ 
fore May 7,1975. Two years after 
the bill is enacted, veterans injured 
between 1975 and 2001 would be 
ehgible. The Congressional Bud¬ 
get Office estimated the measure 
would cost $3.4 billion over five 
years to implement. 

“Removing the provision would 
upset the months of negotiations 
and good faith compromises that 
led to this bipartisan legislation,” 
the foundation wrote in a state¬ 
ment last week. “It’s an injustice 
that some military caregivers are 
left without needed assistance and 
support simply because their vet¬ 
erans served in the ‘wrong’ era.” 

Moran said he agreed with part 
of the White House’s guidance 
that urges senators to create clear 
access standards for which vet¬ 
erans can receive non-VA care. 
White House officials said those 
standards should be published in 
the Federal Register and clearly 


posted on the VA’s website. 

Moran has previously cited 
concerns about giving the VA too 
much discretion to create then- 
own rules for fear the agency 
would hmit veterans’ access to the 
private sector. 

“Too many past examples to 
count have demonstrated that 
when Congress passes legislation 
that leaves any room for interpre¬ 
tation by the VA bureaucracy, our 
veterans are the ones who lose,” 
Moran said in a written state¬ 
ment. “I will continue working ... 
to make certain the future of VA 
community care relies on objec¬ 
tive, demand-driven standards, 
not the VA’s burdensome regu¬ 
lations that thwart the intent of 
Congress.” 

The conservative group Con¬ 
cerned Veterans for America also 
applauded that part of the White 
House guidance. 

“Like CVA, the president clearly 
recognizes there should be clear 
standards for when a veteran can 
access care in the community, 
and that vague guidelines can eas¬ 
ily be undermined by bureaucrats 
hostile to increased choice,” CVA 
Executive Director Dan Caldwell 
said in a statement. 

It was uncertain Friday 
when senators might reach a 
compromise. 

wentling.nlkki@stripes.com 

Twitter: @nikkiwentling 
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Bag full of 
cash leads 
to mayor’s 
downfall 


NATION _ 

Notorious Russian 
mobster longs for 
return to homeland 


Boris Nayfeld poses for a picture at the Russian Baths in the 
Brooklyn borough of New York last week. New York’s most notorious 
living Russian mobster wants to go back to the motherland. 



By Jake Pearson 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK — New York’s 
most notorious living Russian 
mobster just wants to go back to 
the motherland. 

Once flush from heroin traf¬ 
ficking, tax fraud schemes and 
other criminal enterprises, Boris 
Nayfeld is now 70, fresh out of 
prison for the third time, divorced 
and broke. 

And he is left with few job 
prospects in his adopted coun¬ 
try, at least those in line with his 
experiences. 

“I can’t do nothing,” Nayfeld 
griped in a thick Russian ac¬ 
cent between shots of vodka at 
a restaurant a few blocks north 
of Brooklyn’s Brighton Beach 
neighborhood, which has been a 
haven for immigrants from the 
former Soviet Union since the 
1970s. “Give me a chance to start 
a new life.” 

Nayfeld, who still sports the 
shaved head, piercing eyes and 
tattooed, burly physique that 
made him an intimidating figure 
in the city’s Russian-speaking 


By Gregory S. Schneider 

The Washington Post 

RICHMOND, Va. — Roger Fair¬ 
fax Sr. had something he needed to 
show his son. 

It was Inauguration Day earlier 
this month, and in just 20 minutes 
Justin Fairfax, a Democrat, would 
be sworn in as Virginia’s lieuten¬ 
ant governor. In a room in the state 
Capitol, steps from where Robert E. 
Lee accepted command of Confed¬ 
erate troops in 1861, Roger Fairfax 
handed his son a piece of paper. 

It was a copy of the manumission 
document of their ancestor, Simon 
Fairfax — born into slavery but 
emancipated by this handwritten 
deed on June 5,1798. 

Roger had seen it for the first 
time the day before. Now, in the 
happy swirl of people heading into 
the cold for the swearing-in cer¬ 
emony, Justin Fairfax looked at the 
white photocopy and tried to hand 
it back to his dad for safekeeping. 

“Justin, I want you to hold it,” his 
father said. “This will be a story 
your children and grandchildren 
will want to hear.” 

So Fairfax tucked it in the pock¬ 
et of his coat and marched out to 
take his oath as only the second 
black elected to statewide office in 
Virginia. 

“It was really powerful,” he 
said. 

It was also exceedingly rare. 
Many black families have scarce 
traces of their history because so 


neighborhoods for decades, told 
The Associated Press he longs to 
move back to a homeland where 
his skill set connecting business- 
people of all stripes will yield bet¬ 
ter dividends. 

But for now he is not allowed to 
leave, still facing three years’ pro¬ 
bation from his latest prison term, 
which ended in October, a two- 
year stint for his role in a murder- 
for-hire plot that morphed into an 
extortion attempt. 

“I lost everything,” Nayfeld 
grumbled over a multi-course 
meal capped with a meringue 
dessert called the Pavlova. “I lost 
job, I lost my time for stay in pris¬ 
on. I lost my wife. This is enough 
punish for me.” 

Living straight is a new experi¬ 
ence for Nayfeld, who first came 
to the US. from Belarus in the 
late 1970s with a wave of Jewish 
emigres from the former Soviet 
Union who said they were fleeing 
religious persecution. But by his 
own admission, Nayfeld got into 
crime as soon as he arrived to the 
US. 

Over his career, Nayfeld, also 
known as Biba, has been convict- 



Virginia Lt. Gov. Justin Fairfax 
holds a copy of the deed that 
emancipated his ancestor on 
June 5, 1798. 

little about enslaved people was 
documented. But Fairfax, who 
has always been asked about a last 
name he shares with one of the 
most powerful families of early 
Virginia, has been discovering his 
roots just as he makes history of 
his own. 

The path to finding that docu¬ 
ment began in a basement in Wash¬ 
ington in 1991, when Justin Fairfax 
was 12. His father’s parents had 
died, and the family was there to 
clean out the house. In a trunk they 
found an old Bible, full of marriage 
and death records. 


ed of fraud, tobacco smuggling 
and shipping heroin stashed in 
TVs from Thailand via Poland. 
He has publicly threatened to kill 
rivals and escaped one attempt on 
his life when a bomb placed under 
his car failed to detonate. 

In 1986, Nayfeld was shot in the 
hand when gunmen with auto¬ 
matic weapons burst into an office 
where he ran a lucrative gasoline 
tax-skimming scheme, killing a 
friend and fellow criminal named 
Elia Zeltzer, after whom his son, 
Eli, is now named. 

And he was at the scene a year 
earlier when the feared Rus¬ 
sian godfather Evsei Agron was 
assassinated. 

Nayfeld, who was dubbed an 
“organizer, enforcer and narcot¬ 
ics distributor” for the Russian 
mafia in a 1997 U.S. Customs in- 


Roger Fairfax had never known 
much about his background, but 
the clues in that Bible sparked an 
interest in tracking it down. 

A portrait of a well-dressed man 
turned out to be George Fairfax, 
Justin’s great-great grandfather. 
He was a wealthy coal merchant in 
the late 1800s. 

Through marriage records, 
Roger Fairfax eventually found 
the name of George’s father: Simon 
Fairfax. That was as far as he could 
get until a little over a year ago, 
when he came into contact with 
Carmen Powell. 

She and her husband had bought 
a home near Reston in 1998 that 
was built next to a small cemetery. 
Only one headstone still stood, 
bearing the name Rose Carter. 

Powell learned that Rose Carter 
was a free woman of color. She and 
her mother had owned a consid¬ 
erable amount of land in the area 
that’s now Reston, and had donated 
property for Cartersville Baptist 
Church. 

So how did two black women 
come to own property before the 
Civil War? Powell said she un¬ 
earthed a love story to explain it. 
Rose Carter’s grandparents were 
a black woman named Sarah Am¬ 
brose and a wealthy white man 
named William Gunnell. 

Gunnell’s family was among the 
most prominent in northern Virgin¬ 
ia before and after the Revolution. 
When Gunnell fell in love with Am¬ 
brose and took her as his common- 


telligence report, said he has no 
regrets about his life of crime. 

“Never. No. When I’m born 
again, I do it the same,” he said. 

For his part, the burly Nay¬ 
feld said he is determined not to 
return to prison. Getting by on 
a $750-a-month Social Security 
check, he said he is avoiding most 
of the locations where former as¬ 
sociates and criminals from a 
younger generation of Russians 
gather — except, that is, for the 
bathhouse. 

He has decided to once again 
trade in on his reputation, shop¬ 
ping his life rights to production 
companies considering a reality 
TV show featuring past players 
from the Russian criminal un¬ 
derworld, according to his son, 
Eli Kiperman. 


law wife around 1800, Powell said, 
the family tried to kick him out. But 
he willed his property to her. 

Their daughter was named 
Bethia. She grew up to marry 
Simon Fairfax, and their children 
included Rose Carter, the church 
founder, and George Fairfax, the 
wealthy coal merchant whose por¬ 
trait was in Roger Fairfax’s family 
Bible. 

There was still one big loose 
end, though, and that was Simon 
Fairfax. For that, Roger Fairfax 
had appealed to Maddy McCoy. 
The founder of the Slavery Inven¬ 
tory Database, McCoy has scoured 
courthouses around northern Vir¬ 
ginia for records relating to the 
families of former slaves. 

She had helped Roger Fairfax 
over the years, but after Justin 
Fairfax won his election and was 
poised to take office, she decided to 
make one more run at his ancestor. 
In the deed section of the Fairfax 
County courthouse, she found the 
manumission document just two 
days before inauguration. 

In it, Thomas Fairfax — the 
ninth Lord Fairfax — frees two 
former slaves, Simon and another 
man named Causey, who doesn’t 
appear to be related. 

Now that Justin Fairfax has this 
window into his heritage, he’s still 
processing the significance of it. 
He keeps the document his father 
gave him in his office on Capitol 
Square and sometimes carries it 
with him in his jacket. 


By Cleve R. Wootson Jr. 

The Washington Post 

On Thursday in South Florida, 
Hallandale Beach Mayor Joy Coo¬ 
per vowed to “vigorously fight” 
corruption accusations, including 
the claim that she was on the re¬ 
ceiving end of a Dunkin’ Donuts 
bag filled with $8,000 in soon-to- 
be-laundered cash. 

Cooper, a 57-year-old Democrat 
who has been mayor of the city 20 
miles north of Miami since 2005, 
is charged with several corrup¬ 
tion charges: money laundering, 
official misconduct and exceed¬ 
ing the limit on campaign finance 
contributions. 

Cooper’s fortunes have tumbled 
along with those of Alan Koslow, 
who the South Florida Sun-Sentinel 
called “one of the most effective and 
best-known 
attorneys and 
lobbyists in 
the state.” 

Last Au¬ 
gust, Ko¬ 

slow pleaded 
guilty to hid¬ 
ing the source 
of $220,000 in 
illegal gam¬ 
bling and 

Cooper drug dealing. 

Years be¬ 
fore that plea, investigators had 
used Koslow in a sting operation 
that netted Cooper. 

In 2012, Koslow was contacted 
by people who he thought were 
wealthy land developers from Cali¬ 
fornia who were “seeking political 
favor” for projects in Hallandale 
Beach, according to court docu¬ 
ments posted by Miami ABC-affili- 
ate WPLG. 

The “developers” were really un¬ 
dercover FBI agents. Over the next 
few months, they recorded their 
interactions with Koslow and the 
politician he said they could influ¬ 
ence with a few well-placed dollars: 
Cooper. 

Koslow arranged to launder the 
money in a way that would skirt 
laws that put caps on campaign 
contributions, according to court 
documents. 

The developers came to his house 
with $8,000 in cash — a Dunkin’ 
Donuts bag stuffed with $100 bills. 

A short time later, Koslow handed 
10 checks, $500 apiece, to Cooper at 
a fashion show put on by the Hal¬ 
landale Chamber of Commerce. 
Cooper’s campaign recorded that 
the money was donated by several 
“teachers” and one retired person. 

More than five years passed be¬ 
tween those alleged interactions 
and statements and Cooper’s ar¬ 
rest. After the 2012 election, ac¬ 
cording to the Tampa Bay Times, 
investigators focused their efforts 
on Koslow, who was accused of 
laundering hundreds of thousands 
of dollars in illegal gambling and 
drug proceeds and had a deep web 
of political connections. 

On Nov. 9, he provided sworn tes¬ 
timony about the alleged campaign 
finance scheme with Cooper, and 
investigators reignited the case. 


Va. official finds roots in emancipation papers 
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Borrowed time 


What happens after stockpiles of 
pot in California go up in smoke? 


By Michael R. Blood 

Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — Like many 
pot shops in California, the Urbn 
Leaf in San Diego bulked up its 
inventory before legal sales began 
on Jan. 1, stockpiling enough mar¬ 
ijuana to last for months because 
no one knew what the era of legal 
pot would bring. 

The shop, along with others 
involved in the state’s fledgling 
cannabis economy, are now con¬ 
cerned that too few operators have 
been hcensed to support a pot 
pipeline of state-approved grow¬ 
ers, distributors and retailers. 

In some cases, they say, bot¬ 
tlenecks already have slowed 
the supply chain from fields to 
storefronts. 

“They are going to have to come 
online with more producers in the 
next 12 months to keep up with 
the demand,” said Will Senn, the 
founder of Urbn Leaf who oper¬ 
ates three dispensaries and plans 
to open three more, including one 
in Los Angeles. 

“The black market will balloon 
if we can’t get legal, licensed pro¬ 
ducers to step into the industry. 
That’s the biggest risk,” he said. 

Nearly a month after legal 
sales began for adults in the 
nation’s most populous state, the 
long-standing medicinal and il¬ 
legal marijuana markets are still 
transitioning to a multibillion- 
dollar regulated system, estimat¬ 
ed to eventually reach $7 billion 
in value. 

Questions about the supply 
chain represent just one example 


of early obstacles that range from 
complaints about hefty taxes to 
the refusal of most banks to do 
business with pot companies be¬ 
cause the drug remains illegal on 
the federal level. 

In one way, the arrival of legal 
sales has been 
a story about 
borrowed 
time. 

Most of the 
pot now being 
legally sold 
in California 
comes from 
plants that 
were harvest¬ 
ed last year, 
and those re¬ 
serves can be 
sold until July 
1, provided 
they have 
the required 
labeling. 

Lori Ajax, 
the state’s top 
pot regulator, 
said officials 
are aware 

that those ini¬ 
tial supplies 
will eventually dry up, but it’s too 
early to tell how the legal supply 
chain will work. 

“We legalized cannabis — you 
want to have that product avail¬ 
able,” she said. “We don’t want 
people going to the black market 
because they can’t get product 
from the legal market.” 

In Santa Cruz County, Tree- 
House dispensary CEO Bryce 
Berryessa already is having trou- 


They 
are going 
to have 
to come 
online 
with more 
producers 
in the next 
12 months 
to keep up 
with the 
demand. ^ 

Will Senn 

founder of pot 
dispensary Urbn 
Leaf 


Activist who help legalize 
medical marijuana dies 


Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO — Dennis 
Peron, an activist who was among 
the first people to argue for the 
benefits of marijuana for AIDS 
patients and helped legalize medi¬ 
cal pot in Cahfornia, died Satur¬ 
day at 72. 

The San Francisco Chronicle 
reported that Peron died in a hos¬ 
pital in the city. 

Peron was a driving force be¬ 
hind a San Francisco ordinance 
allowing medical marijuana — a 
move that later aided the 1996 
passage of Proposition 215 that 
legalized medical use in the en¬ 
tire state. 

He argued for the benefits of 
medicinal marijuana for AIDS 
patients as the health crisis over¬ 
took San Francisco. The Chronicle 
said the epidemic took his partner, 
Jonathan West, in 1990. 

San Francisco’s Board of Su¬ 
pervisors recognized Peron, who 
was suffering with late-stage lung 
cancer, with a certificate of honor 
last year. 

A Vietnam War veteran, Peron 
spent some of his last years on a 


farm in Lake County, growing and 
giving away medical marijuana. 

Peron wrote in his 2012 book, 
“Memoirs of Dennis Peron,” that 
he was just a “gay kid from Long 
Island (N.Y.) who joined the Air 
Force to get away from home.” 

The Chronicle said he then 
moved to a commune in San Fran¬ 
cisco where he befriended Su¬ 
pervisor Harvey Milk and began 
selling marijuana. 

In 1991, Peron founded the first 
public cannabis dispensary in the 
country during the height of the 
US. drug war. 

He and a friend distributed pot 
to AIDS patients and got busted 
several times, and Peron was shot 
in the leg by a police officer, the 
newspaper said. 

The pot club served 9,000 clients 
before it was closed by a judge. 

“The city and the country has 
lost a cannabis leader who hved 
life on the edge,” Terrance Alan, 
a member of the city’s Cannabis 
Commission, told the Chronicle, 
“He lived his whole life on the 
edge, and that’s what allowed us to 
lead in cannabis.” 



Richard Vogel/AP 

A bud tender prepares marijuana for a customer at Med Men, a dispensary in West Hollywood, Calif. 


ble keeping some popular brands 
on his shelves. 

The problem, he said, is smaller 
producers haven’t been able to ob¬ 
tain licenses, either because they 
are in an area where growing is 
banned by local government or 
they haven’t been able to obtain 
a license from their hometown 
government. 

Operators are required to have 
state and local licenses to con¬ 
duct business but must get the 
local one first. 

Without money to relocate to a 
pot-friendly community, “they are 
going to be unable to find a path¬ 
way to legally sell their products,” 
said Berryessa, who sits on the 
board of the California Cannabis 
Industry Association. “I think this 
affects a large portion of Califor¬ 
nia cannabis businesses through¬ 
out the state,” he said. 

For now, legal sales for adults 
appear to be robust in San Diego, 
Los Angeles and San Francisco. 


But the patchwork of local regu¬ 
lations — some cities and coun¬ 
ties have banned all commercial 
activity — has erected barriers to 
getting pot from place to place. 

Some longtime growers are ma¬ 
rooned in counties that don’t allow 
pot or have imposed regulations 
so tight it’s tantamount to prohibi¬ 
tion. In some cases, investors are 
backing away. 

For example, in previously pot- 
friendly Calaveras County, offi¬ 
cials reversed course and banned 
commercial marijuana farms, 
leaving growers in a bind. Without 
a local license, “it doesn’t mat¬ 
ter how incredible their products 
are,” Berryessa said. 

Indeed, the once-shadowy busi¬ 
ness of pot distribution is no lon¬ 
ger about sending a text message 
to a friend. Regulators have come 
with complex procedures to keep 
a tight leash on the market, though 
some say it’s bringing more confu¬ 
sion than efficiency. 

In general, a retailer who needs 


to stock shelves must contact a dis¬ 
tributor, who in turn picks up can¬ 
nabis from a grower. 

The marijuana is then sent to a 
warehouse, where a testing com¬ 
pany picks up a sample and ana¬ 
lyzes it for pesticides and other 
contaminants, as well as potency. 
It cannot be sent to the retailer 
for sale until it clears that check. 
The distributor also can do pack¬ 
aging, with taxes assessed along 
the way. 

Pot that fails testing goes back 
to the grower. If the problem can’t 
be fixed, it must be destroyed, fur¬ 
ther tightening supplies. 

So far, one of the biggest chal¬ 
lenges is having enough growers 
and distributors to do the job. 

In total, the state has issued 
about 1,900 licenses in all catego¬ 
ries so far. By comparison, there 
are an estimated 15,000 illegal 
marijuana farms in Humboldt 
County alone. 

Only about 20 hcenses have 
been issued for testing statewide. 



Your vote matters! 
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Floodwaters 


By Oleg Cetinic 
AND Angela Charlton 

Associated Press 

VILLENNES-SUR-SEINE, France 
Floodwaters have transformed the streets of 
scenic French towns into mucky canals, swal¬ 
lowed up picturesque parks and drained the 
demand for river boat cruises through Paris. 

And the waters are still rising. 

Swollen by weeks of heavy rains, the Seine 
River is expected to reach its peak in the 
French capital late Sunday or early Monday. 

The bottom floor of the Louvre museum, 
several Parisian parks and riverside train 
stations were closed as a precaution. Water 
lapped the underside of historic bridges and 
engulfed cobblestone quays, where tree tops 
and lampposts now poke out of the Seine. 

Floodwaters have halted boat traffic in 
Paris, closed roads and schools and prompted 
the evacuation of hospitals. 

But Paris is better prepared than when it 
was hit by heavy flooding in 2016, and resi¬ 
dents have largely taken Sunday’s flood warn¬ 
ings in stride. 

More than 240 towns along the Seine and 


rising in Paris 

smaller rivers have suffered damage. 

“The situation remains more sensitive 
downstream” as the high waters from the 
Seine and its tributaries come together and 
work their way northwest toward the Atlan¬ 
tic Ocean, Paris regional police chief Michel 
Delpuech warned. 

Instead of cars, swans and canoes occu¬ 
pied thoroughfares Sunday in the town of Vil- 
lennes-sur-Seine west of Paris. 

The ground floors of some buildings were 
underwater in the center of the town. Water 
nearly filled a tunnel, and boots were the foot¬ 
wear of choice for people who hadn’t evacu¬ 
ated to emergency shelters. 

Christine Hanon-Batiot, a Town Coun¬ 
cil member in charge of environment, said 
the river level was 17.4 feet above normal in 
Villennes-sur-Seine. 

In Paris, cruise boat companies suffered 
losses because of a ban on river traffic due 
to the Seine’s high, fast waters. Paris police 
fined people who took a canoe Saturday into 
the river and gave stem warnings to others. 

Paris Mayor Anne Hidalgo tweeted Sunday 
that “the situation is relatively under control,” 



Christophe Ena/AP 


Street lamps and signs are standing in water 
as the Seine River floods parts of Paris. 

but she urged vigilance and changes to city 
planning to adapt to an increasing number of 
extreme weather events. 

Meteorological authorities forecast the 
Seine’s levels to peak in Paris late Sunday or 
early Monday at 19 feet, 4 inches on the Auster- 
htz scale. That’s several feet above normal. 


Holocaust remembered as warning amid far-right resurgence 


By Vanessa Gera 
AND Matthew Lee 
Associated Press 

WARSAW, Poland — Holo¬ 
caust survivors wearing striped 
scarves that recalled their uni¬ 
forms as prisoners of Nazi Ger¬ 
many placed candles on the train 
tracks that carried people to their 
deaths at Auschwitz on Saturday, 
73 years after the Soviet army 
liberated the death camp in occu¬ 
pied Poland. 

On the date now commemorat¬ 
ed as International Holocaust Re¬ 
membrance Day, political leaders 
and Jewish officials warned that 
the Nazi genocide must always be 
a reminder of the evil of which 
humans are capable. 

U.S. Secretary of State Rex Til- 
lerson attended a ceremony at a 
memorial in Poland to Jews who 
died fighting German forces in 
the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising of 
1943. 

Tillerson trailed two uniformed 
Polish military officers and read¬ 
justed a wreath underneath the 
monument, a dark, hulking struc¬ 
ture in what was once the Warsaw 
Ghetto. 

The head of Warsaw’s Jewish 
community read a prayer, and Til¬ 
lerson made brief remarks about 
the importance of not forgetting 
the horrors of the Holocaust. 

“As we mark this day in solemn 
remembrance, let us repeat the 
words of our own commitment: 
Never again. Never again,” Til¬ 
lerson said. 

His words came amid signs in 
Europe and beyond that ultrana¬ 
tionalism and extreme right-wing 
groups are on the rise. 

In Germany and Austria, the 
nations that perpetrated the kill¬ 
ing of 6 million Jews and milhons 
of others during World War II, far- 
right parties with their roots in the 
Nazi era are gaining strength. 

The anti-migrant, anti-Muslim 
AfD party won seats in the Ger¬ 
man parliament for the first time 
last year, while the nationalist, 
anti-migrant Freedom Party is 
part of the coalition running the 



AP photos 


Holocaust survivors and their guests walk past the “Arbeit Macht Frei” gate at the site of the 
Auschwitz-Birkenau Nazi German concentration camp on International Holocaust Remembrance Day. 



From left, Undersecretary of State at the Chancellery of the 
President of Poland Wojciech Kolarski, Polish Prime Minister 
Mateusz Morawiecki and Deputy Prime Minister Beata Szydio place 
candles at the Monument to the Victims at Auschwitz ll-Birkenau. 


A man prays at the Victims’ 
Memorial Wall during a 
commemoration for International 
Holocaust Remembrance Day in 
Budapest, Hungary. 


Austrian government. 

Ultranationalists who espouse 
anti-Jewish and anti-Muslim 
views seem emboldened else¬ 
where as well. 

In Europe, the outspoken white 
nationalism is seen as partially a 
backlash to a large influx of most¬ 
ly Muslim migrants. 

Some of those migrants have 
brought their own brand of anti- 


Semitism with them. 

In Germany, many Jews have 
reported feeling threatened by 
anti-Semitism — both from na¬ 
tive far-right groups and from 
newcomers from Arab countries. 
Jewish institutions across the 
country have increased security. 

Meanwhile, Muslim immi¬ 
grants have been targets of Ger¬ 
man far-right attacks or threats. 


Hanni Levy, 93, a Holocaust 
survivor from Berlin, criticized 
anti-migrant hatred during a 
speech Saturday at a Greens 
party convention in Hannover. 

“In the past, the Jews were 
found guilty of everything. Today 
it’s the refugees,” Levy said. “One 
should never forget how difficult 
it is to leave behind everything 
just to survive.” 


7 rescued 
from raft in 
Pacific after 
ferry sinks 

By Nick Perry 

Associated Press 

WELLINGTON, New Zealand 
— Six adults and an unconscious 
baby were rescued Sunday from 
a life raft in the Pacific Ocean 
after drifting for four days in the 
blazing sun without water. The 
survivors had scrambled onto the 
small wooden dinghy after the 
ferry they were aboard sank, ac¬ 
cording to authorities. 

New Zealand Defence Force 
Air Commodore Darryn Webb 
said the crew on a military Orion 
plane had used radar to locate the 
dinghy while searching for survi¬ 
vors. He said the ferry had been 
carrying at least 50 people while 
traveling between two islands in 
the remote nation of Kiribati. 

Webb said there has been 
no sign of any other survivors. 
He said it wasn’t clear yet what 
caused the ferry to sink. 

The plane dropped supplies 
to the survivors including food, 
water and a radio, Webb said. The 
survivors used the radio to tell 
rescuers they’d managed to get 
off the ferry when it capsized and 
climb aboard the dinghy, he said. 

Webb said the survivors had 
very little time to react and found 
themselves adrift without water 
or an engine. He said they did 
have a blanket or tarpaulin which 
they may have been able to use to 
get some relief from the sun. 

Webb said a fishing boat had 
changed its course and picked up 
the survivors Sunday afternoon. 
He said the dinghy was drifting 
more than 112 miles from the 
nearest m^or island when found. 

“Our heart goes out to the baby 
and to all those remaining of the 
50-plus people,” he said. 

While thankful the life raft 
was found, Webb said it was also 
heartbreaking the ferry had sunk 
and the others were still missing. 
He said there was a lot of debris 
near the dinghy, which may have 
been from the ferry. 

Searchers planned to regroup 
and interview the survivors be¬ 
fore deciding whether to continue 
the search, he added. 

Questions remain as to why it 
took Kiribati authorities so long to 
tell New Zealand officials the ferry 
was missing. Webb said a Kiribati 
plane had earlier searched for the 
ferry but didn’t have sophisticated 
radar equipment. 

Named the MV Butiraoi, the 
57-foot wooden catamaran left 
Nonouti Island bound for South 
Tarawa on Jan. 18, according to 
authorities. The journey was sup¬ 
posed to take two days. New Zea¬ 
land rescuers say they weren’t 
told about the missing boat until 
Friday, eight days after the ferry 
had left. 

Senior Search and Rescue Of¬ 
ficer John Ashby said they’d been 
told the ferry underwent repairs 
to its propeller shaft just before 
leaving, which may have contrib¬ 
uted to navigation problems. 

Kiribati is a remote, impover¬ 
ished nation of 33 atolls that is 
home to about 108,000 people. 
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'Permissible' internet means 
control after Iranian unrest 


By Jon Gambrell 

Associated Press 

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates — The Is¬ 
lamic Republic of Iran’s relationship with the 
World Wide Web is far more complicated than 
simple repression. Over the past four years, au¬ 
thorities have encouraged wider use of the in¬ 
ternet among Iranians, hoping to generate the 
benefits of a more modern economy. As a result, 
nearly half the population have in their pock¬ 
ets a tool the state is strugghng to constrain: 
smartphones, with cameras and internet links 
that let anyone broadcast to the world. 

Those smartphones helped spread the star¬ 
tling burst of protests across Iran that opened 
2018. The government succeeded in suffocat¬ 
ing the flare-up in part by shutting off key so¬ 
cial media and messaging apps, but the lesson 
was clear: The internet can give breath to po¬ 
tential revolt. 

Authorities’ solution has been to create a so- 
called “halal net,” Iran’s own locally controlled 
version of the internet aimed at restricting 
what the public can see. 

During Iran’s 2009 protests surrounding 
the disputed re-election of hard-line President 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, still nascent social 
media spread word of the events among Irani¬ 
ans and brought videos of the shooting death of 
Neda Agha Soltan, 26, to the world. 

Iran’s government, overseen by Supreme 
Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, violently sup¬ 
pressed the demonstrations. The crackdown 
killed dozens and saw thousands imprisoned, 
with some tortured by their jailers. 

Even before the 2009 protests, Iran blocked 
access to YouTube. Twitter and Facebook fol¬ 
lowed amid the unrest, as did many other sites 


later. Some in Iran began using virtual private 
networks, or VPNs, which allow users to by¬ 
pass government censorship. 

The chief difference between then and the 
protests that rocked the country coming into 
2018 was the massive proliferation of smart¬ 
phones. As recently as 2014, only an estimated 
2 million Iranians possessed one; today, esti¬ 
mates suggest Iranians own 48 million. 

That explosive growth was spurred by the 
administration of President Hasan Rouhani, a 
cleric who is a relative moderate within Iran’s 
system. His officials allowed more mobile 
phone service providers to offer 3G and 4G 
internet. Home internet connections became 
faster. The encrypted messaging platform 
Telegram spread l^e wildfire. More than 40 
milhon Iranians are estimated to use it. 

In the recent unrest, protesters used Tele¬ 
gram’s mass-messaging channels to share 
information and videos across 75 cities and 
towns where demonstrations erupted. Some 
showed people openly in the streets shouting, 
“Death to Khamenei!” Such cries could bring 
a death sentence. 

When the government temporarily blocked 
Telegram as well as Instagram, it helped 
smother the protests within days. Notably, 
however. Telegram’s silencing quickly brought 
complaints from businesspeople who use its 
channels to promote and sell their goods. 

Even after the unrest, Rouhani argued it was 
futile trying to shut off an indispensable tool of 
modern life. 

“If you want cyberspace to be useful to the 
community, come forward with a solution 
using it to promote the culture instead of block¬ 
ing it,” he said. 

The idea of Iran setting up its own “halal,” 



Ebrahim Noroozi/AP 

Iran’s government is pushing for more 
control over the internet after protests 
broke out earlier this month. 

or “permissible,” internet first came in 2011 in 
the wake of the 2009 protests. 

The network has some 500 government-ap¬ 
proved national websites that stream content 
far faster than those based abroad, which are 
intentionally slowed, according to a recent re¬ 
port by the Campaign for Human Rights in 
Iran. Service providers offer cheaper packages 
to customers accessing only the NIN websites. 
Search results also are gamed within the net¬ 
work, allowing the government to censor what 
users find. 

One of the principal designers of the network 
is the Iran Telecommunications Co., owned by 
proxies of the Guard. 

It resembles in a way China’s “Great Fire¬ 
wall,” which blocks access to thousands of 
websites, from Facebook to Twitter to some 
news outlets. 

Chinese internet users also find access to 
websites outside the country slower. 

Firuzeh Mahmoudi, the executive director 
of the San Francisco-based group United for 
Iran, said authorities have had success in get¬ 
ting businesses to operate on the NIN. 

The more they do so, he warned, “the easier 
it will be for them to shut down or throttle the 
real internet when they want to.” 


Egyptian election appears to follow an old formula 



An image released Wednesday on the official Facebook account of 
Egyptian President Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi shows workers with boxes 
bearing the president’s image and the phrase “long live Egypt!” 


By Hamza Hendawi 
Associated Press 

CAIRO — To some Egyptians, 
it looks like the old days are back. 

With one potential challenger 
after another arrested, quitting 
or being forced out of the race. 


is increasingly 
taking on the 
character of the one-candidate 
referendums held for decades by 
Egypt’s authoritarian rulers. 

What’s startling is how Presi¬ 
dent Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi seems 
to have dropped any pretense of 
holding a truly democratic vote. 

He has shrugged off any accusa¬ 
tions of a return to the kind of au¬ 
thoritarianism that was supposed 
to have been buried after the pop¬ 
ular uprising that erupted seven 
years ago and brought down long¬ 
time autocrat Hosni Mubarak. 

Some critics already are specu¬ 
lating the next move may be to 
amend the constitution to remove 
the condition that no president 
serves over two four-year terms. 

With not a single serious chal¬ 
lenger in the race, pressure 
mounted on one party that already 
declared its support for el-Sissi 
to field a face-saving candidate. 
Doing so, said some party leaders 
and public figures loyal to el-Sissi, 
would counter doubts about the 
election’s credibility. 

But after two days of intense de¬ 
liberations, the Wafd party, one of 


Egypt’s oldest, decided Saturday 
not to do so and instead renewed 
its support for the incumbent, 
saying only he would be able to 
handle the “challenges” facing the 
nation. 

In his final years, Mubarak al¬ 
lowed other candidates to run 


against him, and el-Sissi faced 
a challenger in 2014. This time 
around, he did not seem to feel 
the need to allow even a weak, 
unknown opponent to stand as a 
symbolic challenger. 

The possibihty of a single-candi¬ 
date election has raised criticism 


and mockery on social media, with 
some newspaper columnists in the 
pro-government media politely 
warning against the strategy. 

But el-Sissi appears to see little 
danger of a pubhc backlash or a 
serious rebuke from his allies in 
the West, who once urged demo¬ 
cratic reforms. 

The overwhelmingly pro-el- 
Sissi media depict him as the only 
figure able to solve Egypt’s prob¬ 
lems, and the president himself 
often says the need to rebuild the 
country outweighs concerns over 
democracy and rights. 

A significant sector of the popu¬ 
lation likely agrees with the ar¬ 
gument — though how much is 
unknown, since authorities pre¬ 
vent most polling and have out¬ 
lawed all unauthorized protests. 

El-Sissi has often said he wants 
to establish a modem civil state in 
Egypt, but his pohcies have raised 
questions over whether he actu¬ 
ally beheves in democratic prin¬ 
ciples. His public discourse has 
almost exclusively been focused 
on the fight against Islamic mili¬ 
tants, efforts to revive an ailing 
economy and the infrastructure 
“mega projects” he has overseen. 

He has, meanwhile, overseen 
one of the harshest crackdowns 
in memory, jailing thousands of 
Islamists along with activists be¬ 
hind the 2011 uprising. He also 
has silenced most of his critics, 
severely restricted the work of 
rights groups and blocked scores 
of online news sites. 


Russian 

opposition 

leader 

arrested 

By Jim Heintz 

Associated Press 

MOSCOW — Russian opposi¬ 
tion leader Alexei Navalny was 
wrestled to the ground and forced 
into a police vehicle Sunday as he 
headed to a Moscow protest. 

Navalny, the most prominent 
foe of President Vladimir Putin, 
organized the protests to urge a 
boycott of Russia’s March 18 pres¬ 
idential election, in which Putin is 
sure to win a fourth term. 

The anti-cormption campaign¬ 
er was denied permission to be a 
candidate because of an embezzle¬ 
ment conviction in a case widely 
seen as politically motivated. 

Crowds gathered through the 
sprawling nation to protest despite 
frigid temperatures. Navalny’s 
web page showed a small group 
of protesters in remote Yakutsk, 
where it was 
minus 49 
Fahrenheit. 

A crowd 
that police 
estimated at 
1,000 people 
assembled in 
central Mos¬ 
cow’s Push¬ 
kin Square, 
brandish¬ 
ing plac¬ 
ards reading “They’ve stolen the 
election from us” and “Elections 
without Navalny are fake.” 

Navalny was arrested as he 
walked down a main thorough¬ 
fare to the demonstration. Video 
on his YouTube channel showed 
Navalny struggling with police 
before they pushed him to the 
ground and then into a bus. 

He called on supporters to con¬ 
tinue the demonstrations despite 
his arrest. 

Hours earlier, police raided 
Navalny’s Moscow headquarters, 
where there is a studio for live 
video transmissions. One broad¬ 
caster on the stream said police 
apparently were using a grinder 
to try to get access to the studio. 

The anchors said police said 
they had come because of an al¬ 
leged bomb threat. 

One anchor, Dmitri Nizovtsev, 
was detained by police during the 
raid, according to video broad¬ 
cast by the headquarters. Naval¬ 
ny’s Moscow coordinator, Nikolai 
Lyaskin, also was detained Sun¬ 
day, the Interfax news agency 
quoted him as saying. 

Demonstrations were reported 
throughout the country. Local 
news reports said about 1,000 Na¬ 
valny supporters were marching 
in St. Petersburg. 

The OVD-Info group, which 
monitors political arrests, report¬ 
ed scores of demonstrators had 
been detained. 

Navalny rose to prominence 
with detailed reports about cor¬ 
ruption among top Russian of¬ 
ficials, which he popularized on 
social media to circumvent state 
control of television. 



Navalny 
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THE CENSUS 

The number of tons of Mardi Gras beads cleaning crews have sucked out of catch basins along a five-block 
Mm stretch of St. Charles Avenue in New Orleans, a popular Mardi Gras parade route. Department of Public 

Works Interim Director Dani Galloway said Thursday that a four-month emergency program had cleaned 
15,000 catch basins as of Wednesday, removing roughly 7.2 million pounds of debris. 



Jim Mone/AP 


River zip 

Zipline enthusiasts, including politicians, celebrities and media, cross the Mississippi River in Minneapolis on Friday as the 10-day Bold 
North theme festival got underway, one of many events leading up to the Super Bowl. 



Ankle monitor trips up 
suspect in murder 

CHARLOTTE — A 
Charlotte man was 
convicted of murder last week 
after investigators pointed out his 
electronic ankle monitor placed 
him at the scene of the shooting. 

Carico Rodriquez Hayward, 29, 
was sentenced Thursday to spend 
the rest of his life in prison after a 
jury found him guilty of murder¬ 
ing Ellis Bradham, 27, in 2016. 
Haywood was out on probation at 
the time of the killing. 

“District Attorney Spencer 
Merriweather said Hayward con¬ 
fessed to the murder.” 

Hayward was already in police 
custody on an unrelated warrant 
when he was charged with the 
killing. He also was charged with 
a probation violation. 

Pineapple cited 
in school assault case 

BUTLER — Three 
Wi teenagers face crimi¬ 

nal charges after intentionally 
exposing a school classmate with 
a severe pineapple allergy to the 
fruit, authorities said. 

Police in Butler Township said 
a 14-year-old high-fived another 
14-year-old girl to expose her to 
the fruit during lunch period Dec. 
13 at Butler Intermediate High 
School. The victim was taken by 
ambulance to Butler Memorial 
Hospital where she was treated 
and released. 

The suspect was charged in 
juvenile court with felony aggra¬ 
vated assault, criminal conspira¬ 
cy, and other offenses. Two other 
girls, ages 13 and 14, face charges 
including criminal conspiracy. 

Factory for drones 
to be built near air base 

iC OKLAHOMA CITY 
— A defense contrac¬ 
tor plans to open offices in Okla¬ 
homa where it will design and 
build drones and employ more 
than 350 workers over the next 
several years. 

Gov. Mary Fallin announced 
Friday that California-based 
Kratos Defense & Security Solu¬ 
tions will open administrative, 
engineering and production fa¬ 
cilities in Oklahoma City. 

The company will initially op¬ 
erate out of a facility near Tinker 
Air Force Base and focus on engi¬ 
neering and production planning. 
In six months, the company wants 
to move into a 75,000 square-foot 
facility. Kratos announced earlier 
this month that it had secured a 
$93 million contract to supply tar¬ 
get drones to the Army. 

Restaurant condiment 
spat lands man in jail 

^ A MACON — Lack of a 
condiment at a Georgia 
restaurant led to the arrest of a 
customer. 

The Telegraph reported that 
Willie Drake, 43, of Columbus, sat 
at the counter of a Waffle House in 
Macon and placed an order. Three 
employees told police Drake asked 
for barbecue sauce but was told 
they didn’t have any. 

A Bibb County sheriff’s re¬ 
port says the man then “began 
screaming obscenities and in¬ 


sulting” the workers. Drake was 
charged with disorderly conduct 
and freed on $390 bond. 

Family figbts for right 
to keep 4 pigs in rental 

AA I YPSILANTI — A fam- 
ItI I ily is fighting for the 
right to keep their four potbellied 
pigs in their southeast Michigan 
rental home. 

Ypsilanti resident Stephanie 
Rowland, 38, went to court earlier 
this month to fight a citation that 
called for her to remove the pigs 
from her home. The Ann Arbor 
News reported. The pigs provide 
emotional support and medical 
assistance, Rowland said. 

Rowland and her husband Jef¬ 
fery, 42, moved into the rental 
residence in September 2016. 
They live in the home with their 
6-month-old child and a friend, 
Benny Danovi, 47. Three of Dano- 
vi’s children also live in the home 
part-time. 

A neighbor filed a complaint 
about the animals in August. A 
city ordinance prohibits livestock. 

Firing squads urged as 
execution drugs run out 

CHARLESTON — A 

South Carolina pros¬ 


ecutor is suggesting that a firing 
squad be considered as an execu¬ 
tion method since the state has 
run out of the drugs needed for 
lethal injections. 

The Post and Courier of 
Charleston reported 1st Circuit 
Solicitor David Pascoe suggested 
the firing squad Friday after a 
former death row inmate became 
the latest killer to get a reprieve. 

Pascoe agreed to a life sen¬ 
tence for 50-year-old John Ed¬ 
ward Weik, who originally was 
sentenced to death for the 1998 
murder of his girlfriend. 

Lawmakers are considering a 
bill to make electrocution the pri¬ 
mary means of execution if the 
lack of the drug for lethal injec¬ 
tions continues. 

‘Tide Pod challenge’ 
inspires bakers 

ly ^ CAROLINA BEACH 
1^ — Bakers are respond¬ 

ing to the dangerous “Tide Pod 
challenge” with sweet and savory 
irreverence. 

Wake N Bake Donuts in Caro¬ 
lina Beach and Kansas-based 
Hurts Donut have both made 
pastries decorated to look like the 
laundry detergent pods, which 
are at the center of a dangerous 
social media trend. 


The “Tide Pod challenge” has 
gained attention in recent weeks 
as a social media-fueled trend in 
which teenagers eat single-load 
laundry detergent packets and 
post videos. 

The North Carolina doughnut 
shop said on its Facebook page 
that an employee came up with 
the idea to show “youth the dif¬ 
ference between what to eat and 
what not to eat.” 

Commenters on social media 
have had a mixed response. Some 
think the businesses are being 
irresponsible, while others think 
the pastries are funny. 

5 charged in theft 
of hundreds of guns 

HA ^ SPRINGFIELD — 
lwl\^ Five Texas men are 
charged with stealing 650 guns 
from a Springfield UPS lot. 

Federal prosecutors said the 
men were each indicted Wednes¬ 
day on two federal guns charges. 
They are being held in Texas 
awaiting extradition to Missouri. 

An affidavit from the case says 
the guns were to be delivered to 
Bass Pro Shops when they were 
stolen in October. The thieves 
were able to move trailers around 
the lot, providing access to 600 
Beretta .380-caliber handguns 


and 54 Beretta 12-gauge shotguns, 
as well as other merchandise. 

Those indicted were Frank 
McChriston, 33; Keith Lowe, 
28; Quinton Haywood, 26; Eric 
White, 26; and Derrick White, 32. 

Mother, son plead guilty 
to drug smuggling plot 

AA A NORTHAMPTON 
I w — A Vermont mother 

and son have pleaded guilty to at¬ 
tempting to smuggle prescription 
opioids and heroin into a Massa¬ 
chusetts jail. 

The Daily Hampshire Gazette 
reported Helen LaPlaca, 57, and 
Kevin LaPlaca, 34, both entered 
their pleas Friday to charges of 
conspiracy and drug possession. 

Prosecutors said police learned 
through recorded jail calls that 
the LaPlacas and Kevin LaPlaca’s 
former girlfriend smuggled oxy¬ 
codone and tried to bring heroin 
into the Hampshire County Jail 
between February and March 
2017. Kevin LaPlaca and his 
brother were serving six-month 
sentences in the jail at the time. 

A judge has sentenced Kevin 
LaPlaca to two years in jail. His 
mother has been placed on ad¬ 
ministrative probation. 

From wire reports 
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Economy sees solid 4th-quarter growth 



Mark Humphrey/AP 


Workers build an apartment and retail complex in Nashville, Tenn., in October. On Friday, the Commerce 
Department said the U.S. economy grew at a rate of 2.6 percent in the October-December quarter. 


By Martin Crutsinger 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The U.S. 
economy grew at a rate of 2.6 
percent in the final three months 
of last year, helped by the fast¬ 
est consumer spending since the 
spring of 2016 and a big rebound 
in home construction. 

The fourth-quarter advance in 
the gross domestic product, the 
country’s total output of goods 
and services, followed gains of 
just above 3 percent in the sec¬ 
ond and third quarters, the Com¬ 
merce Department reported 
Friday. The slowdown in the Oc¬ 
tober-December period reflected 
a worsening trade deficit and less 
growth in inventory restocking 
by companies. 

For all of 2017, the economy 
grew 2.3 percent. That is a sig¬ 
nificant improvement from a 1.5 
percent gain in 2016 but little 
changed from the modest 2.2 per¬ 
cent average growth rate turned 
in since the Great Recession 
ended in June 2009. 

Economists are looking for even 
better growth this year, propelled 
by the $1.5 trillion tax cut that 
President Donald Trump pushed 
through Congress in December. 

The Trump administration 
contends that its economic pro¬ 
gram of tax cuts, deregulation 
and tougher enforcement of trade 
laws will lift economic growth to 
sustained rates of 3 percent or 
better in coming years. 

Trump has said his tax plan 
will serve as “rocket fuel” for the 
economy by prompting Ameri¬ 
cans to spend more and business¬ 
es to step up investment. 

Economists, however, be¬ 
lieve the growth spurt will be 
short-lived. 

“Deficit-financed tax cuts will 
provide some near-term juice 
to the economy but it will prove 


to be temporary because we are 
already at full employment and 
the Federal Reserve will respond 
by raising interest rates more 
aggressively,” said Mark Zandi, 
chief economist at Moody’s 
Analytics. 

Michael Pearce, senior U.S. 
economist at Capital Economics, 
said that the imports surge that 
widened the trade deficit reflect¬ 
ed a pay-back from port disrup¬ 
tions caused by hurricanes in the 
third quarter. 

He forecast solid growth in 
coming quarters. 

“The US. economy had plenty 
of momentum even before the tax 
cuts take effect this year,” Pearce 
said. 

Treasury Secretary Steven 
Mnuchin, interviewed on CNBC, 
described the modest slowdown 


in the fourth quarter as a short¬ 
term aberration. 

“We’re not concerned about 
any one quarter which could be 
revised up or down,” he said. “I 
think people now expect we’re 
getting to 3 percent GDP.” 

Mnuchin said the administra¬ 
tion was very happy with the ini¬ 
tial reaction from U.S. companies 
to the new tax bill, which he said 
had already generated pay bo¬ 
nuses for more than 2.5 million 
Americans, amounting to “liter¬ 
ally hundreds of billions of dol¬ 
lars of commitments.” 

The president, speaking Friday 
to the World Economic Forum in 
Davos, Switzerland, also touted 
the benefits of the tax overhaul, 
saying, “America is open for busi¬ 
ness and we are competitive once 
again.” 


Zandi said he believed the tax 
cuts would add as much as 0.4 
percentage points to growth this 
year, pushing total GDP to 2.9 
percent. 

He said growth would fall back 
to 2.2 percent in 2019 as the im¬ 
pact of the tax cuts fades, then 
slow further to a tiny 1 percent 
gain in 2020 as rising interest 
rates from the higher budget defi¬ 
cits and Fed rate increases begin 
to drag growth. 

Friday’s GDP report showed 
that the fourth quarter growth 
was spurred by a 3.8 percent 
surge in spending by consum¬ 
ers, who account for 70 percent 
of economic activity. That was 
up from a 2.2 percent rise in the 
third quarter and was the fast¬ 
est quarterly advance since the 
spring of 2016. 


Japanese exchange 
loses $530IVI in hack 

TORY0—A Japanese exchange 
lost $530 million in cryptocurren¬ 
cy because of hacking, according 
to Japanese media reports. 

The Coincheck exchange said on 
its website that it had halted sales 
and withdrawals of the currency, 
which is called NEM. It added that 
it had also restricted dealings in 
most other cryptocurrencies. 

Coincheck President Koichiro 
Wada said the company may seek 
financial assistance, according to 
Kyodo News service. 

Coincheck said it detected the 
unauthorized access to its system 
about 3 a.m. Friday. 

From The Associated Press 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military ral 

Euro costs (Jan. 29). 

Dollar buys (Jan. 29). 

British pound (Jan. 29).... 
Japanese yen (Jan. 29).... 
South Korean w 


.$1.2783 

.€0.7823 

.$1.46 

.106.00 

....1,037.00 


Bahrain (Dinar). 

British pound. 

Canada (Dollar). 

China (Yuan). 

Denmark (Krone). 

Egypt(Pound). 

Euro. 

Hong Kong (Dollar). 

Hungary (Forint). 

Israel (Shekel). 

Japan (Yen). 

Kuwait (Dinar). 

Norway (Krone). 

Philippines (Peso). 

Poland (Zloty). 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).... 

Singapore (Dollar). 

Switzerland (Franc). 

Thailand (Baht). 

Turkey (Lira).... 


.0.3770 

....$1.4216/0.7034 
1 2320 

.6.3273 

.5.9827 

.17.6913 

...$1.2441/0.8038 

.7.8183 

248 76 

.3.3871 

.108.71 

0 2997 
7 6852 

.50.97 

.3.33 

3 7513 
1 3065 
0 9363 

.31.38 

...3.7467 


(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Prime rate.4.50 

Discount rate.2.00 

Federal funds market rate.1.42 

3-month bill.1.43 

30-year bond.2.89 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 


MONDAY IN THE MIDDLE EAST 
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TURNING POINT 



John OLSON/Stars and Stripes 

Marines take cover during a firefight in Hue, South Vietnam, in February 1968, the year Americans suffered the greatest number of combat deaths in the Vietnam War. 


By Robert H. Reid 

Stars and Stripes 

F or years the American brass had 
dreamed of finding a way to draw 
Viet Cong guerrillas and the North 
Vietnamese regulars into big head- 
on fights, where overwhelming U.S. firepower 
could decimate their ranks and force the Com¬ 
munists into peace talks on U.S. terms. 

The generals got what they wanted in late 
January 1968. 

As Vietnamese north and south began to 
celebrate their lunar New Year, or Tet, tens of 
thousands of Viet Cong guerrillas and North 
Vietnamese regulars launched their biggest 
offensive of the war, striking military and civil¬ 
ian targets — the capital Saigon, 36 provincial 
capitals, 64 district headquarters — from the 


Mekong Delta in the south to the Demilitarized 
Zone in the north. 

The two-month offensive was the first phase 
of a multistage Communist escalation of vio¬ 
lence across South Vietnam that made 1968 the 
deadliest year of the conflict for the Americans. 

The Tet Offensive transformed the Vietnam 
War — and America itself. 

By nearly every military metric, Tet and a 
series of “mini-Tets” that followed were huge 
defeats for the Communists. They failed to hold 
any of their major objectives. They failed to 
trigger a popular uprising against U.S.-backed 
South Vietnamese government. 

Their underground network of civilian cadres 
and Viet Cong irregulars was nearly destroyed, 
weakening Communist control in many south¬ 
ern areas and forcing the North Vietnamese to 
assume a greater burden in the fighting. 


Nevertheless, Tet proved to be a decisive 
strategic victory for the Communists, paving 
the way for their final victory seven years later. 
Tet ripped away the fagade of optimism care¬ 
fully crafted by President Lyndon Johnson’s 
administration and destroyed Americans’ 
confidence in their government — never fully 
restored to this day. 

It destroyed Johnson’s presidency, opening 
the door for his successor. President Richard 
Nixon, who himself resigned years later in the 
Watergate scandal. 

Tet forced the U.S. political establishment 
to confront basic questions it had avoided 
throughout the country’s long descent into war 
— how long will it take to win in Vietnam, how 
much will it cost and is victory worth the price? 
Over time the answer became “no.” 
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An overturned military police jeep lies abandoned on the streets of Saigon on Feb. 3, 1968, three days 
after the start of the let Offensive, a surprise assault on more than 100 towns and cities across South 
Vietnam by Viet Cong and North Vietnamese soldiers. 


In January 1968, Tet shifted 
the war and public opinion 



Tet Offensive begins 

The unexpected Tet Offensive kicked off Jan. 30, 1968, with about 
74,000 Communist troops streaming across the border into South 
Vietnam. Thirty-six provinciai capitals, five of six autonomous cities, 
64 of 242 district capitais and more than 50 hamiets were struck 
within 48 hours. 



By Wyatt Olson 
Stars and Stripes 

U.S. troops had been at war 
with North Vietnamese soldiers 
and guerilla fighters for almost 
three years as of early 1968. 

It had been jungle warfare, 
with small U.S. and South Viet¬ 
namese units mostly conducting 
search-and-destroy missions, 
often under dense forest cano¬ 
pies. When the enemy did initiate 
attack, it quickly faded back into 


the bush when faced with supe¬ 
rior U.S. force and overwhelming 
airpower. 

That dynamic changed over¬ 
night Jan. 30,1968, as the divid¬ 
ed country prepared to celebrate 
what many expected to be a quiet 
Tet, the Vietnamese name for its 
lunar New Year’s Day. 

Within days of what would be 
called the Tet Offensive, 80,000 
Viet Cong — South Vietnam¬ 
ese allied with the Communist 


north — and North Vietnamese 
soldiers had attacked more than 
100 towns and cities across 
South Vietnam. The surprise 
assaults included parts of Saigon, 
the southern capital, as well 
as U.S. and South Vietnamese 
military bases, supply depots and 
airstrips. 

Shaking off the surprise of 
such a coordinated and wide¬ 
spread offensive, U.S. military 
commanders quickly orchestrat¬ 


SOURCE: www.usma.edu 

ed counteroffensives with about 
a half-million American troops 
deployed there. 

Within weeks, most of the 
Communist fighters had been 
decimated or driven into the 
countryside, although a bloody 
fight would continue for a month 
in the dynastic city of Hue. 

“For the Americans, this was 
a positive development, that the 
enemy wasn’t running away this 


Bev ScHiLLiNG/Stars and Stripes 

time,” said Gregory Daddis, an 
associate professor of history at 
Chapman University in Orange, 
Calif., who specializes in the 
Vietnam War. 

Military leaders saw the rout 
as a turning point in the conflict, 
with the chance to strike a fatal 
blow to a weakened enemy to 
achieve victory. 

SEE TET ON PAGE 16 



Stars and Stripes 
photographer 
John Olson 
experienced 
Hue firsthand. ' > 


At stripes.com/vietnam50 


One man’s Tet 

Rick Fox was 19 when he 
landed in Vietnam. “I fought 
my ass off,” he said. “I’d been 
through some firefights, but 
when that Tet come, I mean, we 
were fighting every day.” 

Plus videos, photo galleries, maps 
and archive coverage from 1968 


Coming 

Tuesday 

Shooting Hue 


Brutal battle 

Americans remember 
the grinding, exhausting 
Battle of Hue as 
“particularly brutal.” 

Saigon 

embassy attack 

“They're coming in!” 







































































































































































Page 16 


mmmmiWM 


Stars and Stripes 


Monday, January 29,2018 




John OLSON/Stars and Stripes 


Marines run for cover as North Vietnamese mortar and artiliery fire comes down on Khe Sanh base on Jan. 25, 1968. Five days later, U.S. 
troops would be defending dozens of fronts with the start of the Tet Offensive. 



“It was the turning point 
by which the majority of 
American people finally 
concluded the war was 
either not worth the cost 
or was a mistake. And 
a growing number had 
concluded that it was 
immoral.” 

Christian Appy 

history professor at the University 
of Massachusetts-Amherst 


In this photo taken by Associated Press photographer Eddie Adams, South Vietnamese National Police 
Chief Brig Gen. Nguyen Ngoc Loan executes a Viet Cong officer with a shot to the head in Saigon on 
Feb. 1, 1968. The pubiic execution was just one of many stark images on American television during 


Tet: Offensive 
in 1968 led to 
US withdrawal 

FROM PAGE 15 

“Some of them were even 
gleeful, saying that this was just 
what we wanted,” said Christian 
Appy, a professor of history at 
the IJniversity of Massachusetts- 
Amherst and author of three 
books on the Vietnam War. 

“The enemy had come out into 
the open where we could see 
them and where we could bring 
our enormous firepower to bear 
on them,” he said. 

The Tet Offensive was a turn¬ 
ing point in the Vietnam War, but 
one that irreparably poisoned 
American public opinion on U.S. 
involvement and ushered in the 
steady drawdown of American 
combat troops. Five years later, 
American troops had completely 
withdrawn, and in 1975 North 
Vietnamese forces stormed into 
Saigon and reunited north and 
south. 

“I think it was the watershed 
event of the war; everything that 
followed changed from what 
was before Tet,” said James 
Willbanks, author of “The Tet 
Offensive: A Concise History” 
and General of the Army George 
C. Marshall Chair of Military 
History at U.S. Army Command 
and General Staff College in 
Leavenworth, Kan. 

“It was the turning point by 
which the m^ority of American 
people finally concluded the war 
was either not worth the cost or 
was a mistake,” Appy said. “And 
a growing number had concluded 
that it was immoral.” 

Bankrupt hopes 

The Tet Offensive arrived on 
the heels of a 1967 publicity blitz 
by President Lyndon Johnson’s 
administration to convince an 
increasingly skeptical U.S. public 
that the Vietnam War was not the 
stalemate that it appeared to be. 
Defense and military officials 
painted a picture of a weakened 
enemy nearing collapse. 

Gen. William Westmoreland, 
commander of U.S. forces in 
South Vietnam, said during a 
speech at the National Press 
Club in November 1967 that 
U.S. forces had reached a point 
where “the end begins to come 
into view” and that “the enemy’s 
hopes are bankrupt.” 

“Through 1967, it’s hard to 
exaggerate how much effort the 
White House put into — and it 
even called it this — the ‘success 
campaign,’ propaganda cam¬ 
paign, to convince the American 
people that the war was going in 
the right direction, even when in¬ 
ternally they weren’t at all sure,” 
Appy said. 

The campaign was perhaps 
too convincing, given what the 


the nightly news. 

North Vietnamese unleashed in 
January 1968, a fulsome attack 
that underscored how far the 
North was from defeat. The U.S. 
military considered the heavy 
enemy casualties to be a victory, 
but the U.S. public focused on a 
determined enemy that inflicted 
unacceptable losses on fellow 
countrymen. 

“For an American public that 


is increasingly persuaded by that 
argument, when the Tet Offen¬ 
sive happens, there seems to be a 
disconnect between what they’ve 
been told and what they’re seeing 
on the ground,” Daddis, the his¬ 
tory professor, said. 

Communist fighters chose six 
strategic targets in downtown 
Saigon, among them the U.S. 
Embassy, the presidential palace 


and the national radio station. 

Media images were plentiful 
and stark. 

“The offices and homes of 
the Western press corps were 
clustered mainly in downtown 
Saigon, within walking distance 
of the palace and U.S. Embassy,” 
said Peter Arnett, a correspon¬ 
dent covering the war for The 
Associated Press. 


While the number of in¬ 
surgents were too few to hold 
their targets for very long, the 
media images gave Americans 
a glimpse of an atrocious new 
breed of violence. 

In Saigon on Feb. 1, Brig. Gen. 
Nguyen Ngoc Loan, chief of the 
national police, publicly executed 
a man believed to be the head of 
a Viet Cong assassination squad. 
AP photographer Eddie Adams 
and an NBC television crew 
captured on film the moment 
Nguyen shot the handcuffed man 
through the head. 

American counterattacks in 
the Chinese district of Cholon 
in Saigon are believed to have 
killed hundreds of civilians. 
Scenes of terrified refugees 
pouring from the district were 
beamed around the world. 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 17 
























































































































































Monday, January 29,2018 


Stars and Stripes 




Page 17 




FROM PAGE 16 

Westmoreland decried the 
media coverage as too obsessed 
with “gloom and doom,” Arnett 
said. 

“Speaking for my colleagues 
working in Saigon at that time, 
our intention was to report and 
photograph the reality of what 
we were seeing before our eyes 
every day,” he said. “Our cover¬ 
age was as professional as we 
could achieve under difficult cir¬ 
cumstances. That our coverage 
was said to polarize the Ameri¬ 
can public’s view of the war was 
not our intent.” 

Far to the north, just 30 miles 
below the demilitarized zone 
dividing north and south, the city 
of Hue was overrun by almost 
8,000 North Vietnamese troops. 
The U.S.-South Vietnamese 
counteroffensive to retake the 
city was the longest, bloodiest 
battle of the Vietnam War. 

The enemy had dug into a mas¬ 
sive complex called the Citadel, 
which was surrounded by a moat 
and stone ramparts, some as 
thick as 40 feet. 

More than 200 American 
troops died in the 25-day battle, 
with 1,584 wounded; 452 South 
Vietnamese soldiers were killed. 

After hearing reports of un¬ 
precedented destruction in South 
Vietnamese villages, Arnett 
joined a press trip Feb. 7 to the 
small provincial capital city of 
Ben Tre, which he’d visited only 
weeks earlier. There he saw the 
ruins of shacks, homes, busi¬ 
nesses and restaurants badly 
damaged by US. artillery and 
airstrikes during the attempt to 
dislodge Viet Cong who had oc¬ 
cupied it during the Tet Offen¬ 
sive. Hundreds of civilians had 
been killed. 

Arnett interviewed a dozen 
military advisers in the town, 
who explained how the US. and 
South Vietnamese military com¬ 
pounds had been nearly overrun 
when they finally requested the 
heavy shelling. 

An utterance by one of those 
advisers made it into the lead 
of Arnett’s next AP dispatch, 
which in the 50 years since it was 
written has been often cited as 
the essence of America’s quixotic 
involvement in Vietnam: “It 
became necessary to destroy the 
town in order to save it.” 




Courtesy of the LBJ Presidential Library 

President Lyndon B. Johnson listens to tape sent from Vietnam by his son-in-law, Capt. Charles Robb, in 
the Cabinet Room of the White House on July 31, 1968. Johnson lost what little stomach he had for the 
war after Tet, and he had announced March 31 that he would not run for re-election. 





win the war,” Willbanks said. 
Everything after that was geared 
to “build the South Vietnamese 
forces up, turn the war over to 
them and depart.” 

“I think that weighs heavily on 
individual soldiers who are still 
being asked to fight out in the 
field,” Daddis said. “They begin 
to question the rationale behind 
what they’re being asked to do at 
that unit level. Why am I risking 
my life if we’re not even going to 
win?” 

Appy, however, is unconvinced 
by claims that “victory was in 
sight after Tet and we just didn’t 
finish the job.” 

“There was never going to be 
a military solution to the war,” 
he said. 

“My point is victory was 
never going to happen in South 
Vietnam unless and until the 
government in Saigon had the 
support of its own people neces¬ 
sary to sustain it without massive 
American military intervention,” 
Appy said. 

Daddis said Tet remains a 
compelling story in large part 
because for some it remains this 
one central moment in the entire 
Vietnam War where they ask, 
‘What if?’ 

“This is really one of the 
central counterfactuals that 
some will focus on because this 
seems to be the moment where 
the American effort really starts 
to unravel. 

“It remains this key storyline 
because it seemed like victory 
was within our grasp, at least 
from a military standpoint, but 
was politically taken away by 
politicians, the media and the 
public that just didn’t see the 
true victory that was there. 

That’s a very problematic argu¬ 
ment, but I think that’s why it 
remains such a centerpiece of 
debate over what happened in 
Vietnam.” 

But war, Daddis contends, is 
not simply about military victo¬ 
ries and losses. 

“I’m not all that personally 
convinced of arguments that sug¬ 
gest there was a military victory 
but a political defeat [with Tet] 
because that unnaturally sepa¬ 
rates what war is,” he said. “War 
is a much more political act than 
it is a military one.” 

olson.wyattdistripes.com 
Twitter: laWyattWOlson 


Strategic success 

The North Vietnamese were 
demoralized in the wake of their 
failure. 

“They’d convinced themselves 
that they had enough support 
in the countryside that if they 
raised the level of violence there, 
the people would rise up and 
join them,” Willbanks said. That 
didn’t happen. 

The Viet Cong suffered par¬ 
ticularly heavy losses. 

Willbanks, who was deployed 
to South Vietnam in 1972, never 
saw any Viet Cong during his 
tour. “They had been wiped out 
in ’68 and hadn’t been rebuilt,” 
he said. 

But the Tet Offensive did set 


into motion developments in 
the US. that ultimately turned 
a failed assault into a strategic 
success. 

Tet had deepened an ongo¬ 
ing internal debate within the 
Johnson administration between 
those who wanted to intensify 
the war — mainly military lead¬ 
ers — and those who wanted 
to de-escalate, primarily civil¬ 
ian advisers, said Mark Moyar, 
author of “Triumph Forsaken: 
The Vietnam War, 1954-1965” 
and director of the Military and 
Diplomatic History Project at the 
Center for Strategic and Interna¬ 
tional Studies. 

Some military leaders saw a 
window of opportunity in the 


days after Tet began when there 
was a “rally-around-the-flag ef¬ 
fect” among Americans, similar 
to what happened after the Pearl 
Harbor attack in 1941, he said. 

“Once Johnson made it clear 
that he was not going to take 
more aggressive measures, then 
you saw public support tail off,” 
he said. 

Johnson lost what little stom¬ 
ach he’d had for the war after 
Tet, and it played a role in his 
decision to not seek a second 
term that fall, clearing the way 
for Richard Nixon’s election. 

“When Nixon came to office 
he realized that the American 
public would no longer support 
high levels of American troops or 



An unidentified Marine with a head 
wound in Hue city, February 1968. 


casualties and so announced that 
he would slowly withdraw troops, 
even, of course, as he expanded 
the war into Cambodia and Laos 
and intensified the air war,” 

Appy said. 

Meeting with South Vietnam¬ 
ese President Nguyen Van Thieu 
at Midway Island in June 1968, 
Nixon announced that 25,000 
US. troops would be withdrawn 
by the end of August and that 
South Vietnamese troops would 
eventually assume all combat 
responsibilities. 

Before Tet, “we were there to 
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Reba McEntire is the latest to portray KFC’s Colonel Sanders. Several 
famous faces have been the colonel since 2015, but McEntire is the first 
female celebrity to do it — and the first musician. 

Reba is the 
new colonel 


By Joseph Pisani 

Associated Press 

The next Colonel Sanders is giving 
the character a little bit of “country 
music flair.” KFC has picked singer 
Reba McEntire to play the founder of 
the fried chicken chain, the first fe¬ 
male celebrity in the role. 

In new commercials, McEntire 
dons the colonel’s famous white suit 
and black tie, but with a twist. 

McEntire’s outfit has fringe on the 
back, and a glittery shine, giving the 
getup “a little bit of the country music 
flair,” she told The Associated Press 
in an interview. McEntire sings on 
stage as the colonel, with a white wig 
and white facial hair. 

“I thought the transformation was 


really funny,” said McEntire, who 
will appear in the ads until the end of 
April. “I got a big kick out of it.” 

A rotating cast of famous names 
have portrayed the colonel since 
2015, but McEntire is the first famous 
female to do, and the first musician. 

McEntire was approached about 
doing so in December. “I said ‘Holy 
smokes!’” McEntire told the AP. “KFC 
has been a part of my life forever.” 

KFC said it picked McEntire be¬ 
cause of her Southern roots, and to 
help promote its new Smoky Moun¬ 
tain BBQ, which combines fried 
chicken with a taste of barbeque. 

She sings in the ad, in a tongue-in- 
cheek approach: “I’m Colonel Sand¬ 
ers, the same as always,” McEntire 
sings. “I’m definitely not a woman.” 


Missy Elliott surprised by 
friend with Essence honor 


From wire reports 

Missy Elliott knew she was being hon¬ 
ored by Essence — but not who was giv¬ 
ing her the accolade. So there was plenty 
of emotion when close friend Janet Jackson 
not only handed her her trophy but praised 
her talent. 

Jackson was one of many stars who 
turned up to pay tribute to the singer, song¬ 
writer, rapper and producer. 

“Some rhyme, some rap; some act, some 
choreograph; some write hit songs; some 
create whole new sounds. Some women 
are able to make her mark in some of these 
fields; but there’s only one woman who has 
made her mark in all of these fields,” Jack- 
son told a packed crowd Jan. 25. 

“Not only have you made your mark, but 
she’s done so with boldness and courage.” 

Elliott — whose hits include “Work It” 
“Get Ur Freak On” and “One Minute Man” 
— began to cry during Jackson’s tribute. 
The two shared a long embrace when 
Elliott went on stage for her Visionary 
Award from Essence at the magazine’s an¬ 
nual pre-Grammy event celebrating black 
women artists. 

“That was a surprise,” an overwhelmed 
and teary Elliott said. 

“I’ve known Janet over a decade and 
this is not just... someone I do music with. 
I can call Janet any time of night... and she 
will listen,” she said. “The times that I may 
have felt like giving up, she’s always gave 
me an encouraging word.” 

Elliott, who has created hits for artists 
ranging from Aaliyah to Jackson to Ciara, 
almost turned the evening into a church ser¬ 
mon as she thanked God and used her own 
success story as testimony to never give up. 
She noted that some in the industry didn’t 
think she could be successful — at times be¬ 
cause she was a woman and a producer, at 
others because she didn’t look like what was 
seen as traditionally beautiful. She recount¬ 
ed that one time she was even replaced with 
someone who they thought was. 

“I want all of you women in here to know 
that you’re beautiful,” she said. “You gotta 
believe in yourself Because there are 
going to be times that people tell you you 
can’t do it or you don’t look the part... but I 
am a walking testimony.” 

She also celebrated her heritage and 
thanked Essence, the media company ded¬ 
icated to black women. 

“I wouldn’t wanna be any other color but 
black,” she said to the cheers of the crowd. 
“I’m black and I’m proud. There’s some¬ 
thing about our DNA that can’t be taught. 


it comes from a different place.” 

She added: “Essence magazine has over 
the decades shown me what strong power 
black women look like and I appreciate 
that.” 

Other news 

■ A Georgia church administrator says 
Tyler Perry bought the church a new van 
to replace their stolen one. WSB-TV reports 
members of the Lighthouse Community 
Church in Stockbridge said they showed up 
for service and that their 15-seat van was 
gone, leaving only a pile of broken glass 
from a shattered window. 

■ A San Antonio-area auction house 
will give fans of Merle Haggard a chance 
to hit the road in the country great’s tour¬ 
ing vehicle. Burley Auction Gallery in 
New Braunfels, Texas, is offering the tour 
bus used by Haggard, who died in 2016 
in California. The auction is Feb. 10. The 
Austin American-Statesman reports the 
2008 Motor Coach Industries bus features 
a Santa Fe Super Chief insignia, a master 
bedroom, four bunks, a lounge area and a 
vintage train horn. 

■ Janet Jackson is returning to the 
stage at the Essence Festival. Organizers 
announced the 2018 lineup Jan. 25 for the 
July 5-8 festival in New Orleans. Among 
other headliners are perennial fan-favorite 
Mary J. Blige, Erykah Badu and Jill Scott, 
with special guests Snoop Dogg and ap¬ 
pearances by others including The Roots, 
Xscape, Fantasia and Miguel. Also set to 
perform are Doug E. Fresh’s Legends of 
Hip-Hop Show featuring Big Daddy Kane 
and Kool Moe Dee; Kelly Price’s “For the 
Love of R&B,” featuring Dave Hollister 
and Vaughn Willis; Mali Music; Marsha 
Ambrosius; and a unique DJ-curated ex¬ 
perience with offerings by actor/DJ Idris 
Elba and MC Lyte. 

■ Olivia Cole, who won an Emmy Award 
for her portrayal of Matilda, wife to Chicken 
George in the landmark miniseries “Roots,” 
has died, a burial association executive said. 
She was 75. Cole died Jan. 19 at her home 
in San Miguel de Allende, a central Mexico 
city, said Linda Cooper, executive secretary 
of the 24 Horas de San Miguel de Allende 
cremation and burial group. The cause of 
death was a heart attack. Cooper said Jan. 
25. Cole received an Emmy Award for her 
role in ABC’s smash hit 1977 drama based 
on African-American writer Alex Haley’s 
book “Roots,” which dramatized the lives 
of his ancestors from West Africa to slavery 
and post-Civil War. 



Donald Traill, Invision/AP 


Janet Jackson, left, and Missy Elliott attend the ninth annual Essence Black Women 
in Music event Jan. 25 in New York. Jackson was one of many stars who turned up 
to pay tribute to the singer, songwriter, rapper and producer. “Not only have you 
made your mark,” Jackson said about Elliott, “but she’s done so with boldness and 
courage.” 
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Gymnastics issues go beyond Nassar 


By valuing our entertainment more highly than we 
value the safety of athletes, we create the conditions 
for injury and abuse, not only in gymnastics but also 
in sports from football to figure skating. 


By David Von Drehle 

The Washington Post 

R eading the many outraged re¬ 
sponses to the sex abuse scandal 
in elite women’s gymnastics was 
a gratifying experience at first. 
Charles P. Pierce, a virtuoso of excoria¬ 
tion unexcelled since H.L. Mencken, set the 
tone with his bracing essay for Sports Illus¬ 
trated titled: “Burn It All Down: It’s Time 
for Every Coward Who Enabled Larry Nas¬ 
sar to Pay for Their Sins.” 

“No punishment is too harsh,” Pierce 
inveighed, “for the inhabitants of this uni¬ 
verse of ghouls and gargoyles to which these 
brave young women were condemned.” 

Yet, as the days have passed since the 
monstrous team doctor from USA Gymnas¬ 
tics and Michigan State University was sen¬ 
tenced to die in prison, as the judge put it, for 
the sexual abuse of more than 100 athletes, 
I haven’t been able to shake the uncomfort¬ 
able feeling that an awful lot of sinners, in¬ 
cluding many of us in the pews (and in the 
pulpit for that matter), stand convicted by 
Brother Pierce and company. 

I mean, how many of us can honestly say 
that, until now, we had the utmost confi¬ 
dence in the adults at the top of U. S. gymnas¬ 
tics? I keep thinking of the moment in 1996, 
when coach Bela Karolyi urged Olympian 
Kerri Strug to ignore her injured ankle long 
enough to execute a final vault for the team 
gold medal. As the bearish coach carried 
the tiny heroine to the medal stand, I was as 
appalled by him as I was inspired by her. 

Having witnessed the casual way in which 
Strug’s caretakers sent the injured teen to 
stick another landing — a feat of tremen¬ 
dous skill and beauty that ends with rough¬ 
ly the same violent impact as being thrown 
from the roof of a garage — the whole world 
was on notice. Certain values guided the 
thinking of these people, and safety of the 
athletes was not high among them. 

So it came as no great surprise when sto¬ 


ries cropped up from time to time of psy¬ 
chological abuse inside the training camp 
run by Karolyi and his wife, Marta. What 
else would we expect from a regimen honed 
in the horror show that was Ceausescu’s 
Romania? 

And it was just more of the same when, 
in 2004, journalist Scott Reid of the Orange 
County Register let us know that gymnasts 
training for Team USA were subjected to 
near-starvation diets — 900 calories per day 
to fuel a world-class athlete. The purpose of 
this, as a study in the International Journal 
of Sports Medicine made clear in 2000, was 
to delay the onset of puberty, when the natu¬ 
ral development of a woman’s body makes 
her less adapted to acrobatic tumbling. 

“Intensive physical training of elite fe¬ 
male gymnasts combined with inadequate 
nutritional intake can alter the normal pat¬ 
tern of pubertal development,” a team of 
scientists wrote. “In female gymnasts the 
onset of menarche can be influenced by 
keeping the amount of fat mass low.” 

Now we arrive at the “Casablanca” mo¬ 
ment. Given all that we knew or could 
easily have known, we pronounce our¬ 
selves shocked — shocked! — that Nassar 
groomed his victims by smuggling food to 
them. Or that the adults in his skeevy orbit 
cared more about whether his “patients” 
won medals than whether the doctor was 
assaulting them. 

Talent alone does not ensure athletic 
greatness. Most elite athletes also cultivate 
self-discipline, ambition, self- sacrifice and 
endurance: admirable qualities, but ones 
that make young athletes highly vulnerable 
to exploitive coaches, trainers and assorted 


hangers-on. I have no doubt Strug would 
have vaulted on two injured ankles and a 
fractured wrist if it meant the difference 
between gold and silver. 

The job of protecting them falls first on 
parents. I’ve seen how that looks up close. 
One of my sisters was a nationally ranked 
sprinter, with a coveted slot on an elite track 
team coached by one of the most charismat¬ 
ic and innovative figures in the sport. 

In my family, coaches spoke gospel. Until 
the day team parents learned their chil¬ 
dren’s coach was romantically involved with 
his star middle-distance runner, a teenager 
half his age. My sister and I remember hid¬ 
ing on the stairs to eavesdrop as the coach 
was fired in our living room. Some things 
are more important than a trophy — or even 
a gold medal. 

But families can’t fight these battles 
alone. We fans have a responsibility, too. 
By valuing our entertainment more highly 
than we value the safety of athletes, we cre¬ 
ate the conditions for injury and abuse, not 
only in gymnastics but also in sports from 
football to figure skating. 

Ours is not the first civilization to con¬ 
done the torture of talented children be¬ 
cause they delight us. For centuries, certain 
choirboys were castrated to preserve their 
sweet, high voices. As recently as the 1800s, 
“castrati” were among the most popular 
singers in Europe. 

Think of that during the next Olympics 
as you ask yourself whether our gymnasts 
are being fed. If the answer is no, change 
the channel. 


Ghosts of shutdowns past haunt government 


By Arthur I. Cyr 

Special to Stars and Stripes 

T he federal government of the 
United States came to a crashing 
halt, at least briefly. The forever- 
feverish mass media breathlessly 
described each step down the road with 
intense anticipation. Melodrama displaces 
reporting. 

Much of the media today is driven by 
profits above all else. Entertainment has 
replaced serious reporting and analysis. 
This makes surviving serious newspapers 
all the more valuable. 

In the current climate of nonstop politi¬ 
cal finger pointing. Democrats denounced 
Republicans and Republicans did the 
same to Democrats. Meanwhile, the pub¬ 
lic suffered — especially federal workers 
who depend on their paychecks and do not 
have opportunity or desire to posture like 
politicians. 

Attacking the budget problems and man¬ 
aging the budget trends of our great nation 
is an extraordinarily difficult challenge. 
The scale of both production and allocation 
of public resources makes for enormous 
competition. 

However, the pursuit of available re¬ 
sources and inherent advantages of power¬ 
ful interests is a constant. The leaders who 
founded the United States experienced and 
observed this intense, ruthless battling 
firsthand. 

Consequently, they vested the power of 


the purse in the Congress, which repre¬ 
sents the people, increasingly broadly as 
our nation evolved. Simultaneously, Con¬ 
gress coexists with the powerful executive 
and judicial branches of government. 

To some extent, the modern shutdown 
phenomenon is part of the legacy of Presi¬ 
dent Richard Nixon. Since the administra¬ 
tion of Thomas Jefferson in the early 1800s, 
presidents followed the practice of occa¬ 
sionally sequestering funds appropriated 
by Congress. Nixon carried the practice to 
an extreme, reflecting his confrontational 
temperament and a deep-seated desire to 
assert aggressively the chief executive au¬ 
thority he had finally achieved. 

In response. Congress passed the Con¬ 
gressional and Impoundment Control Act 
of 1974. This established the Congressio¬ 
nal Budget Office, with a staff qualified 
to analyze in detail the impacts and impli¬ 
cations of legislation, and the intention to 
focus the legislative process and preclude 
the practice of attaching extraneous items 
to budget bills. The legislation created 
new budget committees in both houses of 
Congress, and the start of the fiscal year 
moved from July 1 to Oct. 1. 

Unfortunately, President Jimmy Carter 
effectively made the process of any federal 
government shutdown much more explicit 
and extensive, with less room than before 
for ambiguity in handling the challenge. In 
1980, he asked Attorney General Benjamin 
Civiletti for a formal opinion on exactly 
which functions the federal government 


could carry out during a shutdown. 

Civiletti responded by highlighting the 
terms of the 1870 Anti-Deficiency leg¬ 
islation and later statutes to restrict the 
president from engaging in tasks that cost 
money not appropriated by Congress. His 
detailed opinion is explicit that government 
must terminate regular activities except in 
cases involving “the safety of human life 
or the protection of property,” or activities 
authorized by other means. 

As with other matters. Carter’s unde¬ 
niable good intentions led to unfortunate 
consequences. In this case, one result is 
much more far-reaching disruption when 
the government shuts down. 

In the 1994 midterm elections. Republi¬ 
cans gained control of the House of Rep¬ 
resentatives for the first time in 40 years. 
New House Speaker Newt Gingrich imme¬ 
diately, aggressively challenged President 
Bill Clinton, and a shutdown resulted. Clin¬ 
ton skillfully put the onus squarely on the 
Republicans. 

Intense partisanship notwithstanding, 
the people expect orderly basic budgeting 
from Congress. In 1964, President Lyndon 
Johnson carefully cleared with Congress 
the budget for the next fiscal year before 
advancing controversial civil rights legis¬ 
lation, which he also secured. 

LB J demonstrated executive leadership, 
which we lack today. 

Arthur I. Cyr is Clausen Distinguished Professor 
at Carthage College and author of “After the Cold 
War.” 
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OPINION _ 

US, France, Turkey need frank, private talk 


By Soner Cagaptay 
Special to The Washington Post 

F rom the West’s perspective, the 
Turkish government is the equiva¬ 
lent of a close relative with a sub¬ 
stance abuse problem: President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan has become addict¬ 
ed to authoritarianism. The effects on the 
family — in this case the NATO alliance, 
which has included Turkey since 1952 
— are devastating. It’s time for President 
Donald Trump and French President 
Emmanuel Macron, two leading NATO 
heads of state, to have a clarifying conver¬ 
sation with Erdogan about his country’s 
self-destructive impulses. 

Wednesday’s phone conversation be¬ 
tween Trump and Erdogan, which subse¬ 
quently triggered a public disagreement 
between Erdogan and the White House on 
what was discussed, is precisely not how 
this should be done. Interventions can be 
embarrassing, and when Trump and Ma¬ 
cron — two leaders of the alliance Erdogan 
is likely to listen to — speak forcefully to 
Erdogan about the state of Turkish democ¬ 
racy, it should be done in private. 

Trump has shown patience with Tur¬ 
key’s ongoing military operation against 
Kurdish militias in northern Syria, which 
Erdogan considers an existential threat. 
This should make the Turkish leader more 
inclined to listen to the U.S. president. 

Erdogan, however, has a problem. De¬ 
spite his best efforts to build a stable m^or- 
ity as the foundation of his new regime, his 
policies of demonizing the opposition have 


created a deeply polarized society. Half of 
Turkey despises him and will never accept 
him as its leader. But Erdogan has failed 
to grasp this fact, becoming even more au¬ 
thoritarian since the 2017 referendum that 
granted him sweeping presidential powers. 
Erdogan’s current trajectory will deepen 
Turkey’s crisis, potentially even triggering 
civil conflict. 

Turkey has a history of right-left street 
fighting going back to the 1970s. The 
greatest risk facing the country now is that 
parts of Erdogan’s opposition, especially 
on the hard left, will conclude that vot¬ 
ing is useless, give up on democracy and 
radicalize. Left-wing radicalization would 
trigger retribution from the pro-Erdogan 
camp, including conservatives and radical 
Islamics. During the failed coup of 2016, 
hundreds of Erdogan supporters gave their 
lives to defend him. 

Russia, which has historical ties to Er¬ 
dogan’s opposition, including the Kurd¬ 
istan Workers’ Party, or PKK, a terrorist 
group, will undermine Erdogan. Russian 
President Vladimir Putin does not want to 
replace Erdogan; he merely wants to exac¬ 
erbate Turkey’s crisis. Moscow’s overarch¬ 
ing goal is to weaken NATO. A paralyzed 
Turkey, violently split between pro- and 
anti-Erdogan camps, reinforces that goal. 
This trend is clearly not in U.S. interests. 

Washington and its NATO allies need 
to engage Erdogan while investing more 
broadly in Turkey’s future and stability. 
Erdogan is president, after all, but Turkey 


is bigger than Erdogan. Hence, the need 
for a family intervention. 

Trump and Macron should bring Er¬ 
dogan, who has good personal chemistry 
with each of them, into their confidence. 
They should have a candid conversation 
with him, the way family members do with 
troubled kin. Trump and Macron should 
make the restoration of democracy a vital 
precondition for good ties with Erdogan in 
the future. They should tell him that they 
consider Turkey family, that they are wor¬ 
ried about Turkey’s stability, but also that 
they are willing to listen to his concerns 
and help him turn around. 

The incentive here should be that Trump 
will promise to support Erdogan against 
Turkey’s adversaries, particularly Russia 
and Iran, which are undermining Turkey’s 
interests from Syria to Crimea. 

Even more importantly. Trump and Ma¬ 
cron should vow to distance themselves 
from the People’s Protection Units, or 
YPG, the Syrian Kurdish militia affiliated 
with the PKK that France and the United 
States have relied on to defeat Islamic 
State. Before committing to this. Trump 
would need to align his generals. Some in 
the U.S. military, including U.S. Central 
Command, differ from White House policy 
on the YPG, envisioning a long-term re¬ 
lationship with the group. Trump would 
need to issue a clear directive across the 
government that this will not be the case. 

Turks are almost universally opposed 
to any collaboration between the YPG and 
Ankara’s NATO allies. The defeat of ISIS 


provides an opportune moment for Trump 
and Macron to move away from the group. 
This stance would allow the American and 
French presidents to demonstrate their 
sincerity in reaching out to Erdogan while 
building bridges with broader Turkish 
society. 

NATO needs to be a better friend of 
Turkish democracy. This is not a call for a 
cumbersome democracy-building project 
because Turkey already is a democracy. 
Turkey’s allies need only to support the po¬ 
litical space in Turkey in remaining open 
and competitive, and to help protect free¬ 
doms of association, assembly, media and 
expression. 

NATO countries need not worry about 
Erdogan’s reaction. He is too scared of 
Russia, Turkey’s historic nemesis, to con¬ 
template a break with the alliance. In the 
run-up to the 2017 referendum, which Er¬ 
dogan won by a narrow margin, the Turk- 
ish-language version of Sputnik, Russia’s 
main online disinformation outlet, far 
outdid other foreign media in Turkey in 
spreading its own versions of the news — it 
campaigned almost exclusively against 
Erdogan. 

By helping Erdogan break his authori¬ 
tarian habit now. Trump and Macron can 
prevent the nightmare scenario of a Tur¬ 
key crippled by its own self-destructive 
tendencies. That, as the family of any ad¬ 
dict can tell you, is a far worse scenario to 
deal with. 

Soner Cagaptay is director of the Turkish 
Research Program at the Washington Institute 
and author of “The New Sultan: Erdogan and the 
Crisis of Modern Turkey.” 


Fee hikes will drive more Rx business onto base 


By Tom Philpott 

Special to Stars and Stripes 

T ricare beneficiaries will see in¬ 
creases in copayments for pre¬ 
scription drugs filled by mail 
order or at neighborhood retail 
outlets starting Feb. 1. 

The prospect of higher out-of-pocket 
costs at these venues is expected to drive 
more beneficiaries to use on-base pharma¬ 
cies where prescription drugs will contin¬ 
ue to be dispensed free of charge. 

Of fee increases set to take effect this 
week, David W. Bobb, chief of the Defense 
Health Agency’s Pharmacy Operations Di¬ 
vision, said, “What will have the greatest 
impact, not only on the program but on our 
beneficiaries, is the $7 copay that’s going to 
be implemented for generic drugs through 
the mail-order program.” 

For years, mailed generic drugs had 
been free to Tricare users. 

Prescription fees will climb only “a small 
amount” for brand-name and nonformu¬ 
lary drugs procured off base, Bobb added. 
That’s why the new copay for mail-order 
generics is most likely to affect beneficiary 
behavior. On-base pharmacies will become 
more popular. Retail outlets will fall more 
out of favor compared with base-run phar¬ 
macies and Tricare home delivery. 

Prescriptions filled by mail are for 90- 
day supplies. Besides the new $7 copay for 
generics, mail order copays will rise from 
$20 to $24 for brand-name drugs on the 
military formulary and from $49 to $53 for 
nonformulary brand names. 

Prescriptions filled in the Tricare net¬ 
work of retail pharmacies are for 30 days. 
Those copays will increase from $10 to $11 
for generic drugs, from $24 to $28 for for¬ 
mulary brand names and from $50 to $53 
for nonformulary. 

In some cases, survivors of active-duty 
servicemembers may be eligible for lower 
cost-share amounts, officials said. Brand- 
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name drugs not on the formulary are 
not available at base pharmacies unless 
deemed medically necessary. 

Spokespersons for the Army, Navy and 
Air Force surgeons general confirmed 
that on-base pharmacy outlets expect to 
become busier. 

“Based upon historical experience with 
congressionally mandated movement of 
brand-name refills from retail to mail order 
and military-treatment-facility pharma¬ 
cies, military pharmacies understand the 
potential for a workload shift from retail 
and mail order with the copay increases on 
1 February,” the Air Force Medical Service 
said in a statement. “MTF pharmacies are 
prepared to absorb the increased workload 
and will monitor to adjust staffing and op¬ 
erations to meet prescription demand.” 

The Army and Navy gave similar 
assurances. 

Base pharmacies will “monitor prescrip¬ 
tion workload and adjust staffing and op¬ 
erations to meet ... demand,” said Angela 
A. Ciancio, spokeswoman for the Navy’s 
surgeon general. 

“It is hard to predict patient behavior but 
... some movement of prescription volume 
from the mail program” is expected. “We 
will monitor and adjust resources to meet 
... demand as needed,” the Army Medical 
Command said in its statement. 

In fiscal 2017, prescription drug costs for 
the Department of Defense totaled $7.54 
billion. That’s “net” costs after account¬ 
ing for beneficiary copays, manufacturer 
refunds on drugs dispensed from retail 
outlets and reimbursements from other 
health insurance plans that Tricare users 
might have. 

That total is 4.3 percent, or $312 million, 
higher than in 2016 and 14.6 percent, or 


$961 million, higher than department drug 
costs from 2008, a decade earlier. 

Bobb, the department’s top pharmacy 
official since last fall and a retired Air 
Force colonel, said drug costs have been 
contained in part because Congress has 
allowed copay increases that incentivized 
greater use of base pharmacies and mail 
order, which are more cost-effective than 
drugs dispensed from retail outlets. 

“I think we’ve done a really good job of 
controlling costs,” Bobb said. 

Higher copays have changed patient 
behavior. In 2008, the department spent 
$4.22 billion, or 64 percent of pharmaceu¬ 
tical dollars, at retail drug outlets. By 2017, 
retail spending had fallen to $2.01 billion, 
or 26.7 percent, of overall costs. 

During the same decade, on-base phar¬ 
macy usage saw only modest growth. The 
cost of drugs dispensed at military phar¬ 
macies climbed from $1.41 billion in 2008 
to $1.76 billion last year. That’s 23.4 per¬ 
cent of total spending on pharmaceuticals, 
or 2 points higher than in 2008. 

The size of the mail-order program, 
however, has more than tripled over the 
decade. In 2008, home delivery accounted 
for $954 million, or 14.5 percent, of depart¬ 
ment spending on medicines. Last year, the 
Defense Departmen spent $3.76 billion on 
mail-order drugs, or 49.9 percent of total 
prescription drug costs. 

The copay increases set for February 
will raise beneficiary costs about $140 mil¬ 
lion through the remainder of fiscal 2018. 
Congress said it approved the increases in 
part to free up dollars to continue a Special 
Survivor Indemnity Allowance that was 
set to expire this spring. The $310-a-month 
SSIA is paid to 60,000 surviving spouses 
of members who either died in retirement 
from service-connected ailments or inju¬ 
ries or died on active duty. 

Bobb said a portion of higher copays 
also will improve readiness and modern¬ 
ize the Tricare benefit. The new $7 copay 


for mail-order generic drugs still leaves 
the benefit “very competitive” with com¬ 
mercial insurance plans, he said. 

“We have looked at some data from the 
Kaiser Family Foundation (on) typical co¬ 
pays for other plans. The average for ge¬ 
neric medication is $11 for a 30-day supply, 
whereas the new generic copay for DOD is 
$7 for a 90-day supply.” 

Whether the new copay spurs many 
more beneficiaries to use base-run phar¬ 
macies will depend on several factors, 
including how far they must travel to use 
military pharmacists and how many drugs 
they take to make the trip worthwhile. 

“We are still gathering data on what we 
think patient behaviors will be,” Bobb said. 
“We have looked at... civilian health plans 
when copays have been increased to try to 
predict. So far, we don’t really have a solid 
conclusion yet.” 

In March 2014, about 500,000 beneficia¬ 
ries ages 65 and older with chronic health 
conditions were forced to have their main¬ 
tenance drug prescriptions filled by mail 
order or on base rather than through local 
retail pharmacies. Since then, annual re¬ 
tail drug costs for Tricare have fallen by 
$1.4 billion, or 41 percent. 

“A lot of that went to mail order,” Bobb 
said. 

The new copays will ensure that the 
downward trend for retail continues. That’s 
fine with the Defense Health Agency, 
whose goal regarding prescription drugs is 
to provide “a very robust benefit while also 
being conscious of costs,” Bobb said. 

More information on new pharmacy co¬ 
payments is available online at tricare.mil/ 
pharmacycosts. To learn more about the 
pharmacy program or to move your pre¬ 
scriptions to home delivery, visit tricare, 
mil/pharmacy. 

Send comments to Military Update, P.O. Box 
231111, Centreville, VA, 20120; email milupdate® 
aol.com; Twitter: (I)Military_Update. 
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ANY QUESTIONS? ^ 



WOULDN'T N 
PREDETtRIAWED 
E\15TENCE CANCEL 
OUT THE IDEA, OP. 
AT LEAST THE 
POINT, OF belief? 






Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

55 Paradise 

22 Sly one 

1 Fuzzy fruit 

56 Pooch 

24 — chi 

5 Triumphed 

57 Three feet 

25 Raggedy doll 

8 Swiss peaks 


26 Personal 

12 Detail 

DOWN 

bugaboo 

13 Actress Longoria 

1 Smooch 

27 Fare 

14 Toucan feature 

2 Craving 

29 Series of 

15 Wound cover 

3 Put on 

battles 

16 Ornate wall 

4 Drink 

30 Vinyl records 

hanging 

5 Warning sign 

33 Eyelid woe 

18 Tempura choice 

on a bench 

36 Abate 

20 Shoulder wraps 

6 Eggs 

38 Attractive 

21 Cote calls 

7 Siestas 

40 Ninny 




23 -Magnon 

24 Coming to 
a point 

28 Soup serving 

31 Chemical suffix 

32 Leg joints 

34 Enervate 

35 Worldwide 
(Abbr.) 

37 Snitches 
39 Green shade 

41 Deck in the ring 

42 Black Sea port 
45 Razes 

49 “Recognize 
my voice?” 

51 Mideast airline 

52 Wash 

53 A billion years 

54 Ovid’s 53 


8 Soak up 42 Leer at 

9 Go hog-wild 43 Group of two 

10 Rid of rind 44 Dumbstruck 

11 “The — the limit!” 46 Lamb alias 

17 And so on 47 Hideaway 

(Abbr.) 48 Lost traction 

19 Gospel writer 50 “Yoo 1” 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 



1-29 CRYPTOQUIP 


JLJVMSE DMXCTJTME XWEZME 
XNW VMDGC VW LJZM 
AWEEMAVQWDC QD J KMEU 
SDMKMD XJU: J A N W T T U 

M G Q V W E . 

Saturday’s Cryptoquip: BIZARRE SPECIES OF 
ENORMOUS LIZARDS THAT LIKE TO SPORT 
FULL-LENGTH ROBES: KIMONO DRAGONS. 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: X equals W 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact informatioi 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


starsk^stri pes. 


CLASSIFIED 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 

Kristi Kimmei kimmel.kristi@stripes.com 
+49(0)631-3615-9013 DSN 314.583.9013 


When you see this^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Yuko Saito saito.yuko@stripes.com 
(81-3)6385.3267 DSN 315.229.3267 
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ClassifiedsEUROPE 

■ For information on C( 

ommercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 

Announcements 040 

Automotive 140 

Autos for Sale | 


III, 1 


SCAM 

FADS 


Some ofthe latest Scam 
fads are: 

I Vehicle buyers wanting to 
buy sight unseen and havi 
the vehicle shipped 
through an agent using 
paypal. 

I People saying Free Dog 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms ofthe 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


Travel 


1000 


"Winter in Garmisch!" 

Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km 
N of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna 
39eur PP, DBL occp, free brkfst, 
dogs welcome. 08824-9120 

www.forsthaus-oberau.de 

ra 


Take the fuss out of 
packing up for your next 
PCS— sell everything 
■with Stripes 
free classifieds! 
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STARS AND STRIPES 



You’ll get one - just by reading 
Stars and Stripes military 
news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • 
Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 
No one covers the bases 
the way we do. 


StarsiqiStri pes. 

However you read us, wherever you need us. 
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Mobile • Online • Print 


Stripes.com supplies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 




Pro football 


NFL playoffs 

Wild-card Playoffs 
Saturday, Jan. 6 

Tennessee 22, Kansas City 21 
Atlanta 26, Los Angeles Rams 13 
Sunday, Jan. 7 
Jacksonville 10, Buffalo 3 
New Orleans 31, Carolina 26 
Divisional Playoffs 
Saturday, Jan. 13 
Philadelphia 15, Atlanta 10 
New England 35, Tennessee 14 
Sunday, Jan. 14 
Jacksonville 45, Pittsburgh 42 
Minnesota 29, New Orleans 24 
Conference Championships 
Sunday, Jan. 21 
AFC 

New England 24, Jacksonville 20 

NFC 

Philadelphia 38, Minnesota 7 

Pro Bowl 
Sunday, Jan. 28 
At Orlando, Fla. 

AFC VS. NFC 

Super Bowl 
Sunday, Feb. 4 
At Minneapolis 

New England vs. Philadelphia 


Deals 


Saturday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 

Major League Baseball 
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER OF 
BASEBALL — Suspended Pittsburgh LFIP 
Nik Turley 80 games after testing posi¬ 
tive for Ipamorelin, a performance-en¬ 
hancing substance, in violation of Major 
League Baseball’s Joint Drug Prevention 
and Treatment Program. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 
TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING - Reassigned 
G Louis Domingue to Syracuse (AFiL). 

American Hockey League 
HARTFORD WOLF PACK - Loaned F 
Dan DeSalvo to Greenville (ECFiL). 

ECHL — Suspended Greenville’s Ca¬ 
leb Herbert one game and fined him an 
undisclosed amount for his actions in a 
Jan. 26 game at Jacksonville. Suspended 
Orlando’s Kristian Pospisil three games 
and fined him an undisclosed amount 
for his actions in a Jan. 26 game at South 
Carolina. Suspended Idaho’s Corbin 
Baldwin and Jefferson Dahl two games 
and fined them undisclosed amounts 
for their actions and fined Idaho’s Brady 
Brassart and Colorado’s Joey Rattelle 
undisclosed amounts as a result of their 
major penalties and game misconducts 
for cross checking in a Jan. 26 game. 


College hockey 


Saturday’s scores 

EAST 

Robert Morris 5, American Interna¬ 
tional 3 

UConn 3, New Hampshire 2 

Post (Conn.) 5, Stonehill 4 

Union (N.Y.) 4, RPI 3 

Cornell 3, Dartmouth 1 

Brown 2, Clarkson 2, OT 

Colgate 2, Harvard 0 

St. Lawrence 1, Yale 0 

Mercyhurst 6, Army 1 

Bentley 3, Canisius 2 

RIT 3, Holy Cross 2 

Air Force 5, Niagara 3 

Boston College 5, UMass-Lowell 2 

Vermont 2, Merrimack 1 

Providence 2, Northeastern 1, OT 

Maine 3, UMass 2 

SOUTH 

Bemidji St. 5, Ala.-Huntsville 1 

MIDWEST 

Ferris St. 3, Michigan Tech 1 
Bowling Green 3, Lake Superior St. 2 
Denver 2, North Dakota 1, OT 
Omaha 7, W. Michigan 3 
St. Cloud St. 2, Minn.-Duluth 1 
Ohio St. 5, Michigan 3 
Notre Dame 4, Minnesota 1 
Penn St. 4, Wisconsin 4, OT 
FAR WEST 

Miami (Ohio) 4, Colorado College 4, 
OT 

Boston U. 4, Arizona St. 3 

EXHIBITION 

Minnesota St. 5, U.S. U-18 3 


College basketball 


Men’s AP Top 25 fared 

Saturday 

1. Villanova (19-1) did not play. Next: 
at Marquette, Sunday. 

2. Virginia (20-1) beat No. 4 Duke 65-63. 
Next: vs. Louisville, Wednesday. 

3. Purdue (20-2) did not play. Next: at 
Indiana, Sunday. 

4. Duke (18-3) lost to No. 2 Virginia 65- 
63. Next: vs. Notre Dame, Monday. 

5. Kansas (17-4) beat Texas A&M 79- 
68. Next: at Kansas State, Monday. 

6. Michigan State (19-3) did not play. 
Next: at Maryland, Sunday. 

7. West Virginia (16-5) lost to Kentucky 
83-76. Next: at Iowa State, Wednesday. 

8. Xavier (19-3) did not play. Next: at 
St. John’s, Tuesday. 

9. Cincinnati (19-2) beat Memphis 62- 
48. Next: vs. Houston, Wednesday. 

10. North Carolina (16-6) lost to N.C. 
State 95-91, OT. Next: at No. 18 Clemson, 
Tuesday. 

11. Arizona (18-4) beat Utah 74-73. 
Next: at Washington State, Wednesday. 

12. Oklahoma (15-5) lost to Alabama 
80-73. Next: vs. Baylor, Tuesday. 

13. Ohio State (18-5) did not play. Next: 
vs. Indiana, Tuesday. 

14. Texas Tech (176-4) beat South Car¬ 
olina 70-63. Next: vs. Texas, Wednesday. 

15. Gonzaga (19-4) beat San Francisco 
82-73. Next: vs. San Diego, Thursday. 

16. Saint Mary’s (21-2) beat Portland 
72-55. Next: vs. San Francisco, Thursday. 

17. Wichita State (16-4) did not play. 
Next: vs. Tulsa, Sunday. 

18. Clemson (16-4) did not play. Next: 
at Georgia Tech, Sunday. 

19. Auburn (19-2) beat LSU 95-70. Next: 
at Mississippi, Tuesday. 

20. Florida (15-6) beat Baylor 81-60. 
Next: at Georgia, Tuesday. 

21. Arizona State (16-5) beat Colorado 
80-66. Next: at Washington, Thursday. 

22. Tennessee (15-5) beat Iowa State 
68-45. Next: vs. LSU, Wednesday. 

23. Nevada (18-4) did not play. Next: 
vs. Fresno State, Wednesday. 

24. Rhode Island (17-3) beat Duquesne 
61-58. Next: at UMass, Tuesday. 

25. Michigan (17-6) did not play. Next: 
vs. Northwestern, Monday. 

Saturday’s men’s scores 

EAST 

Albany (NY) 57, Stony Brook 50 
Colgate 83, American U. 69 
Cornell 82, Columbia 81 
Drexel 68, Northeastern 67 
Elon 83, Towson 76 
Fairleigh Dickinson 89, Bryant 78 
Farmingdale 84, Old Westbury 74 
Fordham 82, UMass 69 
Goldey Beacom 86, Post (Conn.) 71 
Hartford 77, Mass.-Lowell 70 
Harvard 86, Brown 77 
Hobart 79, RIT 50 
Hofstra 64, Delaware 59 
Holy Cross 85, Lafayette 74 
Howard 85, Md.-Eastern Shore 75 
Iona 78, Manhattan 65 
Jefferson 89, Dominican (NY) 77 
Kentucky 83, West Virginia 76 
LIU Brooklyn 94, CCSU 89, OT 
Lincoln (Pa.) 58, Chowan 45 
Lipscomb 86, NJIT 79, OT 
Loyola (Md.) 79, Army 68 
Monmouth (NJ) 91, Marist 78 
Mount St. Mary’s 86, St. Francis Brook¬ 
lyn 72 

NJ City 80, College of NJ 79 
Navy 77, Lehigh 75 
New Hampshire 57, Binghamton 52 
Niagara 105, Canisius 89 
Penn 67, Saint Joseph’s 56 
Penn St. 60, Rutgers 43 
Penn St.-Brandywine 76, Penn St.-New 
Kensington 62 

Quinnipiac 75, Fairfield 70 
Rhode Island 61, Duquesne 58 
Savannah St. 106, Delaware St. 86 
Syracuse 60, Pittsburgh 55 
UMBC86, Maine 74 
Yale 74, Dartmouth 64 
SOUTH 

Alabama 80, Oklahoma 73 
Allen 94, Milligan 91 
Arkansas St. 93, Appalachian St. 88 
Asbury 103, Carlow 90 
Auburn 95, LSU 70 
Austin Peay 92, Morehead St. 76 
Belmont 83, SlU-Edwardsville 72 
Catawba 99, Tusculum 97 
Cent. Arkansas 95, Northwestern St. 
78 

Charleston Southern 84, Radford 81, 
OT 

Christian Brothers 89, Shorter 80 
Cincinnati 62, Memphis 48 
Coastal Carolina 72, UALR 62 
Coll, of Charleston 66, James Madison 


73 

Florida A&MTi'Hampton 71 
Florida Gulf Coast 68, Jacksonville 62 
Florida St. 103, Miami 94, OT 
Freed-Hardeman 99, Hannibal-La- 
Grange 70 

Furman 100, W. Carolina 66 
Gardner-Webb 60, Longwood 57 
■ - n 74, Tex ■ ■■ 


Georgia Southern 7 


59 


is-Arlington 


Georgia St. 54, Texas St. 50 
Guilford 81, Washington & Lee 70 
Jacksonville St. 78, SE Missouri 60 
Kennesaw St. 81, SC-Upstate 80 
King (Tenn.) 79, Mount Olive 54 
Liberty 81, Presbyterian 66 
Lincoln Memorial 103, Lenoir-Rhyne 
19 

Louisiana Tech 89, Southern Miss. 66 
Louisiana-Lafayette 81, Troy 69 
Louisiana-Monroe 83, South Alabama 


Louisville 96, Wake Forest 77 
MVSU 72, Jackson St. 67 
Middle Tennessee 81, UTEP 50 
Mississippi St. 74, Missouri 62 
Murray St. 88, E. Kentucky 73 
NC A&T 70, NC Central 64 
NC State 95, North Carolina 91, OT 
Norfolk St. 71, Bethune-Cookman 70 
North Florida 73, Stetson 65 
Ohio Christian 84, Midway 73 
Old Dominion 88, Charlotte 66 
Pikeville97, Life 78 
Prairie View 86, Alabama St. 80 
SE Louisiana 67, Nicholls 63 
Southern U. 61, Alcorn St. 48 
Tennessee St. 50, E. Illinois 47 
Tennessee Tech 63, UT Martin 55 
Texas Southern 58, Alabama A&M 56 
Texas Tech 70, South Carolina 63 
The Citadel 76, Mercer 74 
UNC Asheville 84, High Point 77 
UNC Greensboro 98, Samford 82 
UTSA 82, UAB 70 

Union (Ky.) 76, Truett McConnell 73 
VCU 84, George Mason 76 
VMI 70, Chattanooga 69 
Vanderbilt 81, TCU 78 
Virginia 65, Duke 63 
W. Kentucky 85, Marshall 74 
William & Mary 84, UNC Wilmington 
il 

Winthrop 75, Campbell 64 

MIDWEST 

Albion 100, Olivet 81 
Alma 83, Kalamazoo 67 
Augsburg 96, St. Mary’s (Minn.) 62 
Aurora 72, Marian (Wis.) 68 
Ball St. Ill, Akron 106, 20T 
Bethany Lutheran 77, Northland 75 
Butler 70, St. John’s 45 
Concordia (Moor.) 100, Macalester81 
Concordia (St.P.) 74, Minn.-Crookston 


E. Michigan 58, Miami (Ohio) 48 
Evansville 77, Drake 73 
Grand Valley St. 107, Purdue-North¬ 
west 65 

Green Bay 85, Youngstown St. 67 
Hillsdale 77, Trevecca Nazarene 61 
Illinois St. 76, Valparaiso 65 
Indiana-East 86, Indiana-Southeast 67 
Kansas 79, Texas A&M 68 
Kansas St. 56, Georgia 51 
Kent St. 84, Cent. Michigan 76 
Lawrence 106, Grinnell 99, OT 
Milwaukee 70, Cleveland St. 4 
Minn. St.-Mankato 87, Bemidji St. 70 
N. Dakota St. 80, W. Illinois 69 
Northwestern (Minn.) 87, Finlandia 50 
Northwood (Mich.) 68, Saginaw Valley 
St. 64 

Rio Grande 87, Chicago St. 81 
S. Dakota St. 78, Fort Wayne 76 
S. Illinois 79, Missouri St. 77 
SW Minnesota St. 64, Northern St. (SD) 
57 

Saint Louis 75, Dayton 65 
Siena Heights 85, Lawrence Tech 61 
Sioux Falls 70, Minn. St.-Moorhead 67 
St. Cloud St. 80, Augustana (SD) 63 
St. John’s (Minn.) 84, Bethel (Minn.) 
80, OT 

St. Olaf 65, Gustavus 57 
St. Scholastica 82, Minn.-Morris 73 
St. Thomas (Minn.) 77, Hamline 52 
Tennessee 68, Iowa St. 45 
UIC71, IUPUI62 
Upper Iowa 99, Minot St. 89 
W. Michigan 79, N. Illinois 72 
Wayne (Mich.) 71, Davenport 56 
Wayne (Neb.) 88, Minn. Duluth 86, OT 
Winona St. 71, Mary 62 
Wis. Lutheran 75, Milwaukee Engi¬ 
neering 69, OT 

Wis.-Oshkosh 78, Wis.-River Falls 57 
Wis.-Stevens Pt. 76, Wis.-La Crosse 62 
Wis.-Superior 76, Martin Luther 73 

SOUTHWEST 

Arkansas 66, Oklahoma St. 65 
FAU 63, Rice 62 

Grambling St. 69, Ark.-Pine Bluff 68 
Lamar 86, McNeese St. 80 
New Orleans 68, Incarnate Word 58 
North Texas 69, FlU 67, OT 
Oral Roberts 105, Nebraska Christian 
College 74 

Stephen F. Austin 82, Sam Houston St. 

66 


FAR WEST 

Arizona 74, Utah 73 

BYU 80, Pacific 65 

Boise St. 70, Air Force 64 

Coll, of Idaho 71, Walla Walla 53 

Corban 88, Northwest U. 77 

Denver 84, South Dakota 68 

E. Washington 67, N. Colorado 65 

Idaho 96, North Dakota 71 

Long Beach St. 70, CS Northridge 66 

Montana St. 69, S. Utah 66 

NW Christian 91, Evergreen St. 83 

Oregon Tech 93, Multnomah Bible 67 

S. Oregon 89, Warner Pacific 80 

Sacramento St. 71, Portland St. 61 

Saint Mary’s (Cal) 72, Portland 55 

San Diego 89, Loyola Marymount 82 

Santa Clara 73, Pepperdine 59 

UCLA 89, Stanford 73 

UNLV88, San Diego St. 78 

Utah Valley 68, Grand Canyon 56 

Weber St. 77, Idaho St. 70 

Wyoming 90, San Jose St. 86, OT 

Saturday’s women’s scores 

EAST 

Albany (NY) 64, Stony Brook 58 
American U. 67, Colgate 44 
Army 62, Loyola (Md.) 47 
Binghamton 54, New Hampshire 52 
Bucknell67, Boston U. 57 
Buffalo 97, E. Michigan 92 
Columbia 72, Cornell 54 
Delaware St. 93, Savannah St. 79 
Fairfield 68, Rider 57 
Hartford 78, Mass.-Lowell 56 
Harvard 87, Brown 85 


Lipscomb 74, NJIT 5L 
Md.-Eastern Shore 58, Howard 52 
Mount St. Mary’s 79, Wagner 56 
Navy 53, Lehigh 50 
Robert Morris 72, Bryant 49 
Sacred Heart 50, LIU Brooklyn 46 
Saint Louis 72, George Washington 69 
St. Francis (Pa.) 87, CCSU 59 
UConn 98, Tulane 45 
Yale 57, Dartmouth 39 
SOUTH 

Alabama St. 70, Prairie View 68 
Appalachian St. 68, Arkansas St. 66 
Belmont 86, SlU-Edwardsville 64 
Bethune-Cookman 58, Norfolk St. 51 
Campbell 58, Longwood 48 
Cent. Arkansas 61, Northwestern St. 
53 

Coppin St. 56, SC State 39 

Dayton 85, Davidson 68 

ETSU 76, Samford 48 

Florida Gulf Coast 63, Jacksonville 58 

Gardner-Webb 66, Winthrop 59 

Georgia Southern 73, Texas-Arlington 

68 

Hampton 66, Florida A&M 65 
High Point 75, Charleston Southern 74 
Jacksonville St. 55, SE Missouri 48 
MVSU 72, Jackson St. 61 
Mercer 71, Chattanooga 50 
Morehead St. 66, Austin Peay 59 
Murray St. 75, E. Kentucky 68 
NC A&T 67, NC Central 54 
Presbyterian 76, UNC-Asheville 74 
SC-Upstate 65, Kennesaw St. 61 
SE Louisiana 66, Nicholls 57 
S. Alabama 67, Louisiana-Monroe 60 
Southern Miss. 83, UTSA 60 
Southern U. 64, Alcorn St. 56 
Stetson 68, North Florida 55 
Tennessee St. 86, E. Illinois 68 
Texas Southern 55, Alabama A&M 49 
Texas State 83, Georgia St. 63 
Troy 62, Louisiana-Lafayette 55 
UAB 90, FAU 57 
UALR 51, Coastal Carolina 49 
UNC-Greensboro 88, W. Carolina 67 
UT Martin 67, Tennessee Tech 51 
Wichita St. 77, Memphis 64 
Wofford 79, Furman 48 
MIDWEST 

Akron 75, Kent St. 60 
Albion 104, Great Lakes Christian 29 
Augustana (SD) 76, St. Cloud St. 74 
Aurora 71, Marian (Wis.) 51 
Ball St. 81, N. Illinois 72 
Bethany Lutheran 88, Northland 69 
Calvin 77, Adrian 48 
Cent. Michigan 74, W. Michigan 70 
Clarke 69, Culver-Stockton 55 
Cleveland St. 72, N. Kentucky 49 
Columbia (Mo.) 88, William Woods 57 
Concordia (Moor.) 58, Macalester 46 
Cornerstone 76, Madonna 57 
East Carolina 79, Cincinnati 70 
Grand Valley St. 78, Purdue-Northwest 
36 

Grand View 82, Peru St. 50 
Gustavus 77, St. Olaf 47 
Hillsdale 69, Trevecca Nazarene 65 
Idaho 78, North Dakota 64 
Indiana 64, Rutgers 58 
Jefferson 63, Dominican (III.) 62 
Kalamazoo 67, Alma 55 
Lakeland 72, Alverno 58 
Lawrence 71, Grinnell 64 
Lawrence Tech 70, Siena Heights 57 
Mary 81, Winona St. 64 
Miami (Ohio) 64, Ohio 55 
Minn. St. (Mankato) 65, Bemidji St. 33 
Minn. St. (Moorhead) 69, Sioux Falls 
58 

Minn.-Morris 69, St. Scholastica 67 
Minot St. 85, Upper Iowa 57 
North Central (Minn.) 55, Crown 
(Minn.) 43 

Northwestern (Minn.) 60, Finlandia 55 
Oakland 83, Detroit 50 
Ohio St. 78, Michigan St. 62 
Olivet 55, St. Mary’s (Ind.) 49 
Rio Grande 81, Chicago St. 44 
S. Dakota St. 105, Fort Wayne 49 
Saint Catherine 64, Carleton 61 
St. Benedict 83, Bethel (Minn.) 76 
St. Mary’s (Minn.) 77, Augsburg 58 
St. Thomas (Minn.) 68, Hamline 34 
Toledo 77, Bowling Green 67 
Trine 58, Hope 55 
W. Illinois 97, N. Dakota St. 72 
Wayne (Mich.) 43, Davenport 36 
Wayne (Neb.) 76, Minn. Duluth 70 
Wis. Lutheran 80, Milwaukee Engi¬ 
neering 38 

Wis.-Oshkosh 68, Wis.-River Falls 45 
Wis.-Platteville 88, Wis.-Stout 83 
Wis.-Stevens Pt. 73, Wis.-LaCrosse 54 
Wis.-Superior 87, Martin Luther 71 
Wis.-Whitewater 61, Wis.-Eau Claire 


58 


Wright St. 69, Youngstown St. 59 

SOUTHWEST 

Grambling St. 66, Ark.-Pine Bluff 57 
Houston 60, SMU 56 
Lamar 83, McNeese St. 58 
New Orleans 72, Incarnate Word 45 
Oklahoma St. 80, Texas Tech 62 
Stephen F. Austin 75, Sam Houston St. 
i3 

TCU 62, Oklahoma 58 

Texas 87, Iowa St. 55 

Texas A&M-CC 50, Houston Baptist 49 

UCF 47, Tulsa 44 

FAR WEST 

Boise St. 49, Air Force 46 
CS Bakersfield 75, Seattle 68 
Cal Poly 72, Cal St.-Fullerton 63 
Colorado St. 74, New Mexico 71 
Gonzaga 81, San Francisco 57 
Grand Canyon 81, Utah Valley 61 
Hawaii 63, UC Riverside 57 
Loyola Marymount 67, San Diego 53 
Montana St. 63, S. Utah 57 
N. Colorado 68, E. Washington 62 
New Mexico St. 70, UMKC 62 
Pacific 83, BYU 76 
Portland St. 81, Sacramento St. 72 
Santa Clara 50, Pepperdine 49 
South Dakota 82, Denver 60 
UC Irvine 56, CS Northridge 47 
UNLV 75, San Diego St. 64 
Weber St. 84, Idaho St. 73 
Wyoming 58, San Jose St. 46 


Farmers Insurance Open 

Saturday 

At Torrey Pines Golf Club 
s-South Course; Yardage: 7,698; Par: 7 
n-North Course; Yardage: 7,258; Par; 7 

San Diego 
Purse; $6.9 million 
Third Round 

Alex Noren 70s-66n-69s-205 - 

Ryan Palmer 66s-67n-73s-206 - 

J.B. Holmes 70s-72n-65s-207 

Michael Kim 69n-68s-70s-207 

Gary Woodland 74n-68s-66s-208 

Beau Hossler 71s-68n-69s-208 

C.T. Pan 70n-70s-68s-208 

Justin Rose 69n-70s-69s-208 

Jason Day 73s-64n-71s-208 

TonyFinau 65n-70s-73s-208 

Luke List 69n-66s-73s-208 

Marc Leishman 71s-69n-69s-209 

Lanto Griffin 72s-68n-69s-209 

Talor Gooch 71s-68n-70s-209 

Emiliano Grille 70s-72n-67s-209 

Jon Rahm 68s-66n-75s-209 

J.J. Spaun 70n-71s-69s-210 

Corey Conners 72s-68n-70s-210 

Brandon Harkins 70n-70s-70s-210 

Brendan Steele 70n-72s-68s-210 

Keegan Bradley 70s-69n-71s-210 

Kevin Streelman 71s-68n-71s-210 

Martin Flores 70s-67n-73s-210 

Retief Goosen 70n-68s-72s-210 

Kyle Stanley 72n-69s-70s-211 

Cameron Davis 72n-70s-69s-211 

Russell Knox 69n-73s-69s-211 

Tom Lovelady 68n-70s-73s-211 

Harris English 70s-68n-73s-211 

Kevin Tway 72s-71n-68s-211 

Charley Hoffman 71s-70n-71s-212 

Charles Howell III 69s-72n-71s-212 

Rory Sabbatini 68n-73s-71s-212 

Patrick Reed 68s-72n-72s-212 

J.J. Henry 70s-72n-70s-212 

Robert Garrigus 69s-70n-73s-212 

NickWatney 69s-73n-70s-212 

Cameron Smith 71n-68s-73s-212 

Chris Kirk 70s-71n-72s-213 

Tom Hoge 72s-69n-72s-213 

Adam Hadwin 71s-70n-72s-213 

Danny Lee 69n-71s-73s-213 

Tiger Woods 72s-71n-70s-213 

Francesco Molinari 68s-73n-73s-214 

Hideki Matsuyama 72n-69s-73s-214 

Abraham Ancer 72s-69n-73s-214 

Cody Gribble 70s-70n-74s-214 

Keith Mitchell 71n-69s-74s-214 

Andrew Putnam 69s-73n-72s-214 

Maverick McNealy 72s-70n-72s-214 

Brice Garnett 69s-70n-75s-214 

Patrick Cantlay 69n-73s-72s-214 

Phil Mickelson 70n-68s-76s-214 

Chesson Hadley 71n-72s-71s-214 

Bud Cauley 71n-72s-71s-214 

James Hahn 75s-68n-71s-214 

Ted Potter, Jr. 66s-75n-74s-215 

Bill Haas 69n-73s-73s-215 

Jimmy Walker 70s-72n-73s-215 

John Huh 69s-73n-73s-215 

Anirban Lahiri 71n-72s-72s-215 

Ben Silverman 69n-71s-76s-216 

Si Woo Kim 71s-71n-74s-216 

Robert Streb 70s-73n-73s-216 

Hunter Mahan 68s-70n-78s-216 

Cameron Tringale 72n-71s-73s-216 

J.T. Poston 70n-71s-76s-217 - 

Lucas Glover 72n-70s-75s-217 - 

Julian Suri 68s-74n-75s-217 ■ 

Brandt Snedeker 72s-71n-74s-217 - 

Billy Horschel 74n-69s-74s-217 ■ 

Dubai Desert Classic 

Saturday 

Emirates Golf Club 
Dubai, United Arab Emirates 
Yardage: 7,238; Par: 72 
Third Round 

Li Haotong, China 66-66-64 -196 

Rory Mcliroy, Northern Ireland 65-64-68-197 
Haydn Porteous, South Africa 66-68-65-199 
Alexander Levy, France 67-67-65-199 

Andy Sullivan, England 67-70-63-200 

David Horsey, England 63-70-68-201 

Chris Paisley, England 65-69-68-202 

Branden Grace, South Africa 68-65-69-202 
Jeunghun Wang, South Korea 69-66-67-202 
Rafa Cabrera Bello, Spain 69-69-64-202 
Thorbjorn Olesen, Denmark 67-68-67-202 
David Lipsky, United States 69-66-67-202 
Dylan Frittelli, South Africa 69-67-66-202 
Tyrrell Hatton, England 64-72-66-202 

Lasse Jensen, Denmark 65-68-70-203 

Alexander Bjork, Sweden 65-68-70-203 
Miguel Angel Jimenez, Spain 66-68-69-203 
Thomas Aiken, South Africa 67-67-69-203 
Thomas Detry, Belgium 68-66-69-203 

Ian Poulter, England 68-70-65-203 

Also 

Henrik Stenson, Sweden 70-64-70—204 
T. Fleetwood, England 69-69-66—204 

Sergio Garcia, Spain 67-69-69—205 

Edoardo Molinari, Italy 67-69-69-205 

Bahamas Classic 

LPGA TOUR 

Saturday 
At Ocean Club GC 
Paradise Islands, Bahamas 
Purse: $1.4 million 
Yardage: 6,625; Par 73 
Partial Second Round 
a-denotes amateur 

Brooke M. Henderson 68-73-141 -5 

Ryann O’Toole 74-69-143 -3 

Danielle Kang 70-73-143 -3 

Caroline Masson 74-71-145 -1 

Azahara Munoz 74-71-145 -1 

Lizette Salas 73-72-145 -1 

Charley Hull 74-72-146 E 

Paula Reto 73-73-146 E 

Gaby Lopez 75-72-147 -H 

Kim Kaufman 74-73-147 -H 

Jacqui Concolino 78-70-148 +2 

Vicky Hurst 74-74-148 +2 

Lindy Duncan 74-74-148 +2 

Yu Liu 73-75-148 +2 

Lindsey Weaver 70-78-148 -^2 
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NHL/SPORTS BRIEFS 



Jason Behnken/AP 

Washington Capitals forward Alexander Ovechkin shoots during the 
hardest-shot drill during the Skills Competition, part of the NHL All- 
Star Game weekend, on Saturday in Tampa, Fla. 


Caps' Ovechkin 
wins hardest shot 


By Mark Didtler 

Associated Press 

TAMPA, Fla. — Alex Ovechkin 
had already clinched the hard¬ 
est shot title at the NHL All-Star 
Game skills competition before 
taking his final shot. 

All that was left was to try to 
top 100 mph, and Ovechkin did it. 

The Washington star was the 
only player the break the century 
mark Saturday night, coming on 
his second try. Ovechkin’s first 
attempt went 98.8 mph. 

“Why not?” Ovechkin said, 
smiling. “And, I did. Of course it’s 
special to get that type of win.” 

Others in the hardest shot event 
were P.K. Subban (Nashville), 
who was second at 98.7 mph, Ste¬ 
ven Stamkos (Tampa Bay), Brent 
Bums (San Jose) and John Kling- 
berg (Dallas). 

Connor McDavid (Edmonton) 
became the first player to be the 
fastest skater winner in back-to 
back years. Alex Pietrangelo (St. 
Louis) claimed the passing chal¬ 
lenge, Johnny Gaudreau (Cal¬ 
gary) topped the puck control 
relay and Brock Boeser (Vancou¬ 
ver) took the accuracy shooting 
competition. 

In a new event, Marc-Andre 
Fleury put together 14 consecu¬ 


tive stops on breakaways to cap¬ 
ture the save streak. 

Subban threw his glove just 
wide of the post as he skated to¬ 
ward Rangers goalie Henrik Lun- 
dqvist but failed to score on his 
breakaway. Philadelphia’s Claude 
Giroux broke his stick on a slap 
shot that ended Nashville goalie 
Pekka Rinne’s second-place run 
of 13 in a row. 

The NHL revamped the skills 
competition this year, placing the 
emphasis on the individual play¬ 
ers instead of a team competition. 
The winner of each event receives 
$25,000. 

“Some of those things don’t 
look very hard until you try to do 
it,” Detroit’s Mike Green said. 

One of the noticeable changes 
came in accuracy shooting where 
the Styrofoam targets were re¬ 
placed with LED targets located 
in the net. 

The targets lit up randomly and 
the shooter, standing 25 feet from 
the goal line, had three seconds to 
hit the target that was lit. 

Boeser shattered one of the 
lights, which briefly delayed 
the competition as the light was 
replaced. 

“There are definitely nerves 
out there, but it’s all in fun,” 
Stamkos said. 


NHL scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 


Tampa Bay 

Boston 

Toronto 

Detroit 

Montreal 

Florida 

Ottawa 

Buffalo 


Atlantic Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

- - - - 71175125 

66 156 116 
61 162 146 
46 126 146 
46 129 156 
44 132 158 
39 124 166 
37 114 163 

Metropoiitan Division 


47 29 10 

51 28 18 

48 19 21 

49 20 23 
47 19 22 
47 15 23 


Washington 49 29 15 

Columbus 49 27 19 

Pittsburgh 51 27 21 
New Jersey 48 24 16 
Philadelphia 49 24 17 

N.Y. Islanders 50 25 20 
N.Y. Rangers 50 25 20 
Carolina 49 22 19 


63 150 138 
57 131 137 
57 151 153 
56 144 146 
56 141 141 
55 172 180 
55 153 151 
52 137 154 


Western Conference 


Centrai Division 


Winnipeg 

Nashville 

St. Louis 

Dallas 

Colorado 

Minnesota 

Chicago 

Vegas 
San Jose 
Calgary 
Los Angeles 
Anaheim 
Edmonton 
Vancouver 
Arizona 


GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

" 8 66164136 

7 65 145 123 

3 63 148 130 

4 60 155 134 

3 57 157 139 

5 57 144 140 

“ 53 146 136 


50 29 13 

47 29 11 

51 30 18 

50 28 18 

48 27 18 

49 26 18 

49 23 19 

Pacific Division 
48 32 12 4 

48 26 15 7 

49 25 16 8 


50 24 17 

49 22 24 

49 19 24 

50 12 


68 164 128 
59 143 133 
58 137 135 
57 139 121 


9 57 1 


47 135 157 
44 127 159 

_ .. __ __ _ 33 118 172 

Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 

Friday’s games 
No games scheduled 

Saturday’s games 
No games scheduled 

Sunday’s games 

Semifinal: Metropolitan All-Stars \ 
Atlantic All-Stars 

Semifinal: Pacific All-Stars vs Central 
All-Stars 

All-Star Game Final: Semifinal win- 


Monday’s games 

No games scheduled 

Tuesday’s games 
Anaheim at Boston 
New Jersey at Buffalo 
Florida at N.Y. Islanders 
San Jose at Pittsburgh 
Ottawa at Carolina 
Minnesota at Columbus 
Montreal at St. Louis 
Chicago at Nashville 
Tampa Bay at Winnipeg 
Los Angeles at Dallas 
Colorado at Vancouver 

Wednesday’s games 
N.Y. Islanders at Toronto 
San Jose at Detroit 
Philadelphia at Washington 



Jason Behnken/AP 

Edmonton Oilers forward Connor 
McDavid cuts through the turn 
on his way to winning the fastest 
skater race during the Skills 
Competition on Saturday. 


Briefly 

Sources: Flames 
put Jagr on waivers 


Associated Press 

Two people with direct knowl¬ 
edge of the move say the Calgary 
Flames have placed Jaromir Jagr 
on waivers. 

The people spoke to The Asso¬ 
ciated Press on condition of ano¬ 
nymity Sunday because the team 
had not announced the transac¬ 
tion. Jagr is on regular waivers, 
though one person tells the AP 
that if the 45-year-old clears, he’ll 
be placed on unconditional waiv¬ 
ers Monday for the purpose of 
terminating his NHL contract so 
he can return to Europe to finish 
the season. 

Jagr had a goal and six assists 
in 22 games this season for the 
Flames and hasn’t played since 
Dec. 31 because of what the team 
called a lower-body injury. Cal¬ 
gary put him on injured reserve 
Jan. 14. 

Shiffrin skis off course 
to lose World Cup race 

LENZERHEIDE, Switzerland 
— Mikaela Shiffrin lost her six- 
race winning streak in World 
Cup slaloms Sunday when she 
stunned her rivals by skiing off 
course while leading by a full sec¬ 
ond within sight of the finish. 

Shiffrin lost rhythm and bal¬ 
ance going into a straight combi¬ 
nation with six gates left, handing 
victory to Petra Vlhova of Slova¬ 
kia in the last slalom before the 
Pyeongchng Olympics. 

Originally listed as a “Did Not 
Finish” by race organizers, Shif¬ 
frin hiked back up the hill to pass 
through the gate and skied slowly 
down. 

The American star was given 
27th place, almost 14 seconds be¬ 
hind Vlhova, in her final World 
Cup race before going to South 
Korea for the Olympics. After 
Shiffrin started 2018 with five 
straight wins in World Cup events, 
her winless streak is now six. 

Vlhova finished 0.10 seconds 
ahead of Frida Hansdotter of Swe¬ 
den, and 0.52 clear of third-placed 
Wendy Holdener of Switzerland. 

Hirscher wins GS; USA’s 
Ligety finishes third 

KIRCHEN, Germany — Mar¬ 
cel Hirscher has claimed his 55th 
World Cup victory by finishing 
well ahead of his rivals in Sun¬ 
day’s giant slalom, the last before 



Alessandro Trovati/AP 


American Mikaela Shiffrin 
gets to the finish line during 
a World Cup slalom Sunday in 
Lenzerheide, Switzerland. 

the Olympics. 

The Austrian six-time overall 
champion was fastest in both runs 
for a combined time of 2 minutes, 
40.18 seconds on the Kandahar 
course — 1.57 seconds faster 
than compatriot Manuel Feller 
and 1.69 quicker than Ted Ligety 
of the United States. 

Ligety was 0.63 behind 
Hirscher after the first run but 
more than a second slower in the 
second run. Still, Ligety claimed 
his first podium place of the sea¬ 
son, and his first since placing 
second in a super-G in 2015. 

Snowboarder White 
pulls out of X Games 

ASPEN, Colo. — Shaun White 
has withdrawn from the Winter X 
Games so he can return home to 
rest for the Olympics. 

White caught the flu last week. 
He was practicing in Aspen this 
week but notified event organiz¬ 
ers he would not compete. He 
leaves for Pyeongchang next 
Saturday. 

Taking White’s place in the 
lineup for Sunday’s halfpipe con¬ 
test is Toby Miller, the 17-year-old 
American who has been training 
and spending a lot of time with 
White. 

White is an eight-time X Games 
champion in the halfpipe, but his 
main focus this season has been 
earning his third Olympic gold 
medal. He scored a 100 two weeks 
ago in Snowmass to win a qualify¬ 
ing event and secure his spot on 
the US. team. 
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HIGH SCHOOL: DODEA EUROPE 


NEWS AND NOTES FROM THE WEEKEND 


Undefeated teams win convincingly 


High-level DODEA Europe teams in 
basketball, wrestling and marksman¬ 
ship further distinguished themselves 
over the course of a weekend marked 
by lopsided results and standout indi¬ 
vidual efforts. 

AFNORTH: The Lions posted a 
pair of double-digit girls 
basketball victories over 
Alconbury. Ashley Bailey 
outscored the opponent 
by herself Saturday with 
a 20-point effort in a 44-17 win. 

Alconbury: The Dragons showed 
some fire in the second 
game of a boys basket¬ 
ball doubleheader with 
AFNORTH on Saturday. 
Alconbury earned a gritty 
38-36 victory a night after a 24-point 
loss. 

American Overseas School of 
Rome: AOSR takes cen¬ 
ter stage in Division II 
basketball this weekend. 
Aviano, Marymount and 
Spangdahlem visit in a 
four-team, two-day hoops event. 

Ansbach: The Cougars visited Baum- 
holder and returned with 
a pair of Division III girls 
basketball wins. Alikah 
Munson hit three three- 
pointers in Friday’s 25- 
20 win and Shermaine Nesbitt logged 
a 15-point, 10-rebound double-double 
in Saturday’s 39-15 rout. 

Aviano: The Saints seized a convinc¬ 
ing victory in the three- 
team wrestling meet they 
hosted Saturday. Aviano 
wrestlers took top honors 
in five weight classes as 
the Saints finished 21 points ahead of 
runner-up Sigonella. 

Baumholder: The undefeated Bucs 
added to their season- 
long boys basketball 
winning streak at the 
expense of Ansbach over 
the weekend. Chandler 
Pigge totaled 39 points in the 55-37 
and 74-45 victories. 

Black Forest Academy: After an 
upcoming idle weekend, the Falcons 
face a challenging final stretch of the 
basketball regular season. BFA takes 
on Division I opponents Vilseck and 
Ramstein before launching their boys 
and girls Division II title defenses in late 
February. 








Brussels: The Brigands have a 
bye weekend upcoming 
ahead of a busy late- 
season schedule. Brus¬ 
sels has four scheduled 
games between Feb. 6 

5: Thesmall Tigers wrestling 
squad crowds into a jam- 
packed regular-season 
finale meet Saturday at 
Ramstein. Hohenfels will 
be one of eight schools 
in the mega-meet, including Division I 
powers Ramstein and Stuttgart. 

Kaiserslautern: The Raiders were 
strong in a final regular- 
season marksmanship 
tune-up Saturday at Wi¬ 
esbaden. Victoria Jack- 
son posted a meet-high 
283 points as Kaiserslautern bested 
the host Warriors 1,119 to 1,104. 

Lakenheath: The England-based 
Division I school will host 
one of three DCDEA Eu¬ 
rope wrestling sectionals 
Feb. 10. Lancer grapplers 
Ethan Boren and Daniel 
Holland were in postseason form Sat¬ 
urday in winning the 132-pound and 
170-pound brackets, respectively, at 
SHAPE’S six-school meet. 

Marymount: The Royals make up 
for an idle weekend with 
a busy upcoming slate. 
Marymount enters this 
weekend’s four-team 
meet at Rome, then trav¬ 
els to Naples and Rota to round out the 
regular season. 

Naples: The Wildcats have already 
secured an undefeated 
Division I girls basketball 
record; now they’ll play 
out the string against 
smaller Italian rivals. The 
weekend’s 53-12 and 52-13 routs of 
Aviano give way to doubleheader sets 
against Sigonella and Marymount be¬ 
fore the tournament. 

Ramstein: The Royals are gearing 
up for a run at Stuttgart’s 
wrestling dynasty in the 
coming weeks, and they 
may have the goods to 
pull it off. Ramstein dom¬ 
inated Saturday’s meet at SHAPE, pil¬ 
ing up 162 team points for a triple-digit 
margin of victory. 









Dan SrouTAMiRE/Stars and Stripes 


Spangdahlem’s Tyler McChord, left, takes control of Wiesbaden’s Tristan Laliberte during a four-team 
meet in Wiesbaden, Germany, on S^urday. McChord won despite wrestling above his usual weight 
class. 


Rota: The Admirals were idle on the 
basketball court over the 
weekend, as with most 
weekends in their limited 
DODEA-Europe sched¬ 
ule. Only a Feb. 16-17 
doubleheader against Marymount re¬ 
mains before Rota enters the Division 
II tournament Feb. 21. 

SHAPE: Zak Kappenman provided 
a highlight for the home 
team in Saturday’s wres¬ 
tling meet at SHAPE. 
Kappenman won the 
152-pound bracket. 

Sigonella: Big stat lines equalled 
big victories for the Sigo¬ 
nella boys basketball 
team over the weekend. 
Isaac Griswold scored 25 
points and Alex Ogletree 
recorded a 14-point, 12-rebound dou¬ 
ble-double in Friday’s 52-39 defeat of 
AOSR, the first of two double-digit de¬ 
feats of the Falcons on the weekend. 


Spangdahlem: The Sentinels place 
their undefeated Divi¬ 
sion 11 boys basketball 
record on the line for the 
final time this weekend. 
After participating in the 
four-team meet at AOSR on Saturday, 
Spangdahlem finishes out the season 
against Division I Lakenheath and Divi¬ 
sion III Baumholder. 

Stuttgart: The Panthers were on 
point in their final regular- 
season marksmanship 
meet of the season Sat¬ 
urday. Stuttgart shooters 
claimed the top three 
spots, led by a 293-point total by Gal¬ 
ium Funk, a week before they head to 
Kaiserslautern In hopes of extending 
the school’s dynasty in the sport. 

Vicenza: With its Divi¬ 
sion I schedule complete, 
the Cougars are playing 
largely local competition 
down the stretch of the 


basketball regular season. An anticipat¬ 
ed home-and-home set with Aviano, its 
closest rival, on Feb. 16-17 represents 
the highlight of the school’s remaining 
slate. 

Vilseck: The Falcons knocked off 
visiting girls basketball 
rival Ramstein on Friday, 
part of a doubleheader 
split with the Royals. 
Tynniesia Wilson scored 
a game-high 15 points in the 32-28 
Vilseck win. 

Wiesbaden: The Warriors remain a 
rising force in DODEA- 
Europe marksmanship, 
and proved as much 
again with a strong run¬ 
ner-up showing Saturday. 
Honor Stackpole and Kenneth Donnolly 
cracked the top four individual shooters 
as the Warriors finished just 15 points 
off Kaiserslautern’s winning pace. 

—Stars and Stripes 
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL 



Ben McKeown/AP 

Virginia’s Kyle Guy (5) celebrates following a 65-63 victory over Duke in Durham, N.C., on Saturday. Kyle Guy scored 17 points 
and hit two free throws with 6.1 seconds left to help the Cavaliers earn their first victory at Cameron Indoor Stadium since 1995. 


Top 25 roundup 

No. 2 Virginia holds off No. 4 Duke 


Associated Press 

DURHAM, N.C. — Kyle Guy scored 
17 points and hit two free throws with 6.1 
seconds left, and No. 2 Virginia beat No. 4 
Duke 65-63 on Saturday. 

Ty Jerome had 13 points and a critical 
three-pointer with 37.6 seconds to play, and 
Devon Hall finished with 14 points to help 
the Cavaliers (20-1,9-0 Atlantic Coast Con¬ 
ference) win their 12th straight and their 
first at Cameron Indoor Stadium since 
1995. 

The nation’s stingiest defense held the 
top offense in Division I to more than 28 
points below its average of 91.7 points. 

Marvin Bagley III had 30 points and 14 
rebounds, and Wendell Carter Jr. had 14 
points and 15 rebounds for the Blue Devils 
(18-3, 6-3). 

No. 5 Kansas 79, Texas A&M 68: Svi 

Mykhaihuk poured in 24 points, Malik 
Newman added 15 and the host Jayhawks 
built a big first-half lead before sustaining 
it most of the way. 

Lagerald Vick added 10 points, and 
Udoka Azubuike had a couple of rim-rat¬ 
tling dunks, as Kansas (17-4) won its fourth 
straight in the Big 12-SEC Challenge and 
10th in a row over the Aggies. 

Kentucky 83, No. 7 West Virginia 76: 
Freshman forward Kevin Knox scored 19 
of his season-high 34 points in the second 
half and the visiting Wildcats overcame a 
17-point deficit to beat the Mountaineers in 
the Big 12/SEC Challenge. 

Hamidou Diallo added 13 points for Ken¬ 
tucky (16-5), which made all 18 of its free 
throw attempts after halftime. 


No. 9 Cincinnati 62, Memphis 48: 

Gary Clark had 18 points and nine re¬ 
bounds, Jacob Evans added 14 points and 
the Bearcats beat the host Tigers for their 
12th straight victory. 

The Bearcats (19-2, 8-0 American Ath¬ 
letic Conference) used a stingy defense to 
hold Memphis to 31.1 percent shooting for 
the game, including converting only three 
of 17 shots from outside the arc. 

N.C. State 95, No. 10 North Carolina 
91 (OT): Allerik Freeman scored a career- 
high 29 points and hit seven of the visiting 
Wolfpack’s 15 three-pointers in the over¬ 
time victory over the Tar Heels. 

Omer Yurtseven added 16 points and 13 
rebounds for the Wolfpack (15-7, 5-4 At¬ 
lantic Coast Conference). That included a 
huge putback with 30.9 seconds left in the 
overtime and his team up a point. 

Markell Johnson sealed the win with 
two free throws with 3.0 seconds left, cap¬ 
ping his own big day with 20 points and 11 
assists. And that added UNC to the Wolf- 
pack’s list of upsets under first-year coach 
Kevin Keatts, headlined by Arizona and 
Duke when each was ranked No. 2. 

No. 11 Arizona 74, Utah 73: Dusan 
Ristic scored 23 points and made all three 
of his three-point attempts, including a key 
one in the final two minutes, to help the 
host Wildcats hold off the Utes. 

Alabama 80, No. 12 Oklahoma 73: 
Freshman Collin Sexton scored 18 points, 
Herbert Jones added 14 and the host Crim¬ 
son Tide upset the Sooners in the Big 12/ 
SEC Challenge. 

No. 14 Texas Tech 70, South Carolina 

63: Keenan Evans scored 31 points, includ¬ 


ing the go-ahead three-pointer with 2:12 
left, to lift the visiting Red Raiders over the 
Gamecocks in the Big 12/SEC Challenge. 

No. 15 Gonzaga 82, San Francisco 73: 
Killian Tillie and Johnathan Williams each 
scored 16 points as the host Bulldogs held 
off the Dons. 

No. 16 Saint Mary’s 72, Portland 55: 

At Moraga, Calif, Jordan Ford tied his ca¬ 
reer high with 20 points, including 16 in the 
first half, and the Gaels set a school record 
with its 16th straight victory by beating 
Pilots. 

No. 19 Auburn 95, LSU 70: Mustapha 
Heron had 21 points on 8-for-lO shooting 
and the host Tigers maintained sole pos¬ 
session of first place in the Southeastern 
Conference. 

No. 20 Florida 81, Baylor 60: Chris 
Chiozza scored 20 points, including 13 
straight late in the first half, and the host 
Gators beat the Bears in the Big 12/SEC 
Challenge. 

No. 21 Arizona St. 80, Colorado 66: 

Tra Holder and Shannon Evans each sank 
four three-pointers in the second half as 
the host Sun Devils pulled away to beat the 
Buffaloes. 

No. 22 Tennessee 68, Iowa State 45: 

Reserve Lamonte Turner scored 20 points, 
James Daniel III had 16 and the visiting 
Volunteers rolled past Iowa State in the 
SEC/Big 12 Challenge for theirs sixth win 
in seven games. 

No. 24 Rhode Island 61, Duquesne 

58: Stanford Robinson hit a three-point 
shot as time expired to give the host Rams 
their 12th straight victory and 17th in a row 
in the Atlantic 10. 


Service academies 

Anderson 
delivers late 
in Navy win 

Associated Press 

BETHLEHEM, Pa. — Shawn Anderson 
finished with 16 points, seven rebounds, 
five assists and three steals to help Navy 
hold off Lehigh 77-75 on Saturday. 

Anderson scored five straight points 
to give the Midshipmen (14-9, 5-5 Patriot 
League) a 72-63 lead with 4:55 left in the 
game. Navy missed its next four shots and 
turned the ball over three times, while 
the Mountain Hawks used a three-pointer 
from Pat Andree and 6-for-7 shooting at 
the free-throw line to take a 75-72 lead 
with 1:13 remaining. Anderson ended the 
drought when he grabbed an offensive re¬ 
bound and scored with 45 seconds left and 
his layup with 12 seconds to go put Navy 
back on top. After Andree missed a three, 
Tom Lacey grabbed the carom, was fouled 
and hit 1 of 2 free throws to seal the win. 

Navy led 58-46 with 12:24 left to play 
before Tejada and Kyle Leufroy combined 
for 15 points in a 17-2 run to rally Lehigh. 

Evan Wieck had 13 points for the Mid¬ 
shipmen, while Lacey and Bryce Dulin 
scored 12 apiece. 

Tejada hit four three-pointers and 
scored 20 for the Mountain Hawks (8-13, 
3-7), while Leufroy added 15 points off the 
bench. 

Loyola (Md) 79, Army 68: Andre Walk¬ 
er scored 20 points and a go-ahead layup 
late and the Greyhounds overcame a slow 
start to beat the Black Knights. 

Andrew Kostecka scored 18 points with 
four steals and Isaiah Hart added 15 points 
for Loyola (7-14,5-5 Patriot League), which 
shot 50.9 percent from the floor and trailed 
41-32 at halftime. 

Loyola opened the second half shooting 
81.8 percent from the floor and 75 per¬ 
cent from three and took a 44-42 lead on 
Kostecka’s free throws after a 12-1 run. 
The lead traded hands until Kostecka and 
Chuck Champion hit consecutive threes 
and the Greyhounds pulled ahead 63-56 
on KaVaughn Scott’s tip-in with 8:44 to go. 
Army tied it at 67 on Thomas Funk’s free 
throws, but Walker hit a go-ahead layup 
with 3:51 to go and Loyola finished on a 
12-1 run. 

Matthew Wilson scored 20 points and 
Jordan Fox added 17 with four three-point¬ 
ers for Army (12-9, 5-5). 

Boise State 70, Air Force 64.: Chan¬ 
dler Hutchison and Lexus Williams 
scored 16 points apiece and the Broncos 
held on Saturday night for a win over the 
Falcons. 

Boise State (18-4, 8-2 Mountain West 
Conference) took a 29-25 advantage into 
the break but fell behind in the second half 
before retaking the lead for good on Wil¬ 
liams’ three-pointer to make it 62-59 with 
3:17 left. 

Air Force (8-12,2-6) got as close as 64-62 
on a three-pointer from C J Siples with 1:37 
left but couldn’t overcome Boise State’s 
defense down the stretch. The Broncos re¬ 
sponded with a bucket and a pair of free 
throws from Hutchison and two more free 
throws from Williams to seal it. Siples got 
a layup with 10 seconds left to tighten the 
final margin. 

Justinian Jessup added 12 points for 
Boise State, which made all 12 of its free 
throw attempts and edged Air Force 10-3 
in second chance points. 

Ryan Swan’s 19 points led four Air Force 
players in double figures. 
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AUSTRALIAN OPEN 



Dita Alangkara/AP 


Roger Federer raises his arms after defeating Marin Cilic in the men’s singles final at 
the Australian Open in Melbourne, Australia, on Sunday. 


Richmond QB Lauletta 
shines in Senior Bowl 


Associated Press 

MOBILE, Ala. — Kyle Lauletta more 
than held his own in elite quarterback 
company. 

A standout at PCS Richmond, Lauletta 
threw three second-half touchdown pass¬ 
es and Texas-San 
Antonio’s Marcus 
Davenport scored 
on a 19-yard fumble 
recovery to lead the 
South team to a 45-16 
victory over the North 
in the Senior Bowl on 
Saturday. 

Lauletta capped the 
weeklong audition for 
NFL teams in strong 
fashion, thriving 
amid more heralded 
passers from the North team. That group 
included Oklahoma Heisman Trophy win¬ 


ner Baker Mayfield and Wyoming’s Josh 
Allen, a potential No. 1 overall draft pick 
who also had a huge third quarter. 

“We knew that we were underdogs com¬ 
ing into the game for whatever reason,” 
said Lauletta, chosen as the game’s Most 
Valuable Player. “I guess that kind of mo¬ 
tivated us.” 

Lauletta completed eight of 12 passes for 
198 yards, including a 75-yard touchdown 
strike to LSU’s DJ Chark and some other 
nice downfield throws. Davenport, project¬ 
ed as a likely first-rounder and potential 
Top 10 pick, scooped up a fumble forced by 
Mississippi’s Marquis Haynes to punctu¬ 
ate a big third quarter. 

Allen finished 9-for-13 passing for 158 
yards, all but 14 coming in the third quar¬ 
ter, along with a pair of touchdowns. 

Mayfield played only the North’s first 
two drives, going 3-for-7 for 9 yards. He 
left before the second half to fly to Austin, 
Texas, to be with his ailing mother. 



Laulefta 


First: Federer wins sixth 
Aussie Open championship 

FROM BACK PAGE Scoreboard 


The great Rod Laver, who lends his name 
to the center court at Melbourne Park, was 
in the crowd taking photos to mark the oc¬ 
casion of Federer becoming the first man 
to win 20 m^ors. 

Federer started to tear up at the end of 
the trophy ceremony as he thanked his 
team in the stands. “I love you guys. Thank 
you,” he said. He then received a standing 
ovation as tears streamed down his face. 

At the age of 36 years, 173 days, Federer 
became the second-oldest man to win a 
Grand Slam title in the Open era after Ken 
Rosewall, who won the 1972 Australian 
Open at 37. 

“Big congratulations to Roger and his 
team — it’s amazing 
what you guys do,” 
Cilic said. “It was an 
amazing journey for 
me to come here to 
the final. I had a slight 
chance at the begin¬ 
ning of the fifth, but 
Roger played a great 
fifth set.” 

It was clear early on 
that the crowd would 
be heavily pro-Fe- 
derer. The arena was 
filled with the red and white colors of the 
Swiss flag, with Federer supporters wear¬ 
ing Swiss flags on their shirts, hats, signs 
and faces. Looking ahead to a possible Fe¬ 
derer victory, one fan held a sign reading, 
“The Big Two-Oh. Go Roger!” 

Federer was quick off the mark, getting 
service breaks in the first and third games 
and forcing Cilic to go to his equipment 
bag for a new racket after just 12 points. 
Federer only conceded two points on his 
serve in the opening set, which lasted just 
24 minutes and was played under a closed 
roof because of the heat outside. 

But Cilic rallied in the second, get¬ 
ting his big forehand working and, after 
missing a set point on Federer’s serve in 
the 10th game, leveled the match in the 
tiebreaker. 



Sunday 


at Melbourne Park 
Melbourne, Australia 
Purse; $55 million (Grand Siam) 

Surface: Hard-Outdoor 
(seedings in parentheses): 

Men’s Singies 
Finai 

Roger Federer (2), Switzerland, def. Marin Cilic 
(6), Croatia, 6-2, 6-7 (5), 6-3, 3-6, 6-1. 

Mixed Doubies 
Finai 

Gabriela Dabrowski, Canada and Mate Pavic, Cro¬ 
atia, def. Rohan Bopanna, India and Timea Babos, 
Hungary, 2-6, 6-4, 11-9. 


Federer won the third set in 29 min¬ 
utes and was up a break in the fourth but 
momentum swung fully again, with Cilic 
going on a roll to level the match. Federer’s 
first-serve percentage plummeted from 
above 80 in the third set to 36 in the fourth 
as Cilic attacked. 

Cilic had two chances to break Federer’s 
serve in the first game of the fifth set, but 
wasted them both with two unforced er¬ 
rors. He then double-faulted twice in the 
second game to drop his own serve, giving 
Federer the decisive lead in the set. 

Federer had won eight of their previous 
nine matches, including last year’s Wim¬ 
bledon final. His only defeat was in the 
semifinals of the U.S. Open in 2014, where 
Cilic claimed his first m^or title. 

The Swiss great wasn’t about to lose this 
one. Federer increased his level again, 
breaking Cilic again in the sixth game and 
then closing out at love — his celebrations 
delayed slightly by an unsuccessful chal¬ 
lenge from Cilic on match point. It was a 
similar end to his five-set win over Ra¬ 
fael Nadal here last year and, just like 12 
months ago, the tears flowed. 

The win wasn’t entirely without some 
controversy with organizers deciding 
early to close the roof for the final, just as 
they had for the afternoon mixed doubles 
final when Mate Pavic and Gabriela Dab¬ 
rowski beat Rohan Bopanna and Timea 
Babos for the title. 


Golf roundup 

Wild Woods scratches 
out 70 at Torrey Pines 


Associated Press 

SAN DIEGO — Tiger Woods’ first tee 
shot Saturday was so off the mark that a 
course marshal immediately started wav¬ 
ing frantically to the left with his paddle. 

That’s how it went for seven straight 
holes for Woods in the third round of the 
Farmers Insurance Open at Torrey Pines. 

Left rough. Left of the green on a par 
3. Right rough. Right rough. Right rough 
again. Left rough. Greenside bunker on a 
par-3. 

Woods, who started on No. 10 on the 
South Course, finally found the fairway 
with a 3-wood on his eighth hole, the par-4, 
442-yard 17th. 

Remarkably, despite so many erratic 
shots. Woods still managed a 2-under 70 in 
his first weekend round on the PGA Tour 
in 29 months. He was in the middle of the 
pack going into the final round. 

The 42-year-old Woods described his 
round as “gross,” although his short game 
and putting bailed him out for a decent 
score. 

This is only his second PGA Tour event 
since he tied for 10th in the Wyndham 
Championship in August 2015. He had two 
back surgeries that fall, and fusion surgery 
on his lower back last April. 

“I don’t know about coming together, 
but it was a struggle out there,” he said. “I 
didn’t hit it worth a darn all day. I was re¬ 
ally struggling out there trying to find any¬ 
thing that was resemblance of a golf swing. 
But I was scoring, I was chipping, putting, 
I was grinding. I was trying to miss the 
ball on the correct sides because I know I 
didn’t have it, trying to give myself the cor¬ 
rect angles and I did that most of the day. 
Then I had to rely on my touch, my feel, my 
putting and it’s been good all week.” 

If he didn’t have such a good short game, 
“It would have been snowing on me,” Woods 
said, using a euphemism for shooting in the 
80s. “It would have been snowing.” 



Gregory Bull/AP 


Tiger Woods waits to hit on the 11th 
hole of the South Course at Torrey Pines 
during the third round of the Farmers 
Insurance Open on Saturday in San 
Diego. Woods managed a 2-under 70 in 
his first weekend round on the PGA Tour 
in 29 months. He was in the middle of 
the pack going into the final round. 

And if he’d have hit more fairways? 

“It would be in the 60s. I don’t think I 
would be contending right now, but it would 
be in the 60s.” 

In other golf news: 

■ Haotong Li held off Rory Mcllroy to 
win the Omega Dubai Desert Classic at 
Dubai, United Arab Emirates on Sunday 
by a single stroke, denying the Northern 
Irishman’s bid to win his first title in 17 
months. 

Haotong finished on a tournament re¬ 
cord 23-under-par 265 after a final-round 
three under 69 to win by one shot over Mc¬ 
llroy, who also shot a 69. 














Page 30 


mmumaWM 


Stars and Stripes 


Monday, January 29,2018 


SUPER BOWL 


Patricia ready for last 
title run with Patriots 

Defensive coordinator reportedly hired by Lions 



Charles Krupa/AP 


New England Patriots defensive coordinator Matt Patricia watches from the sideline 
during the second half of the AFC championship game on Jan. 21 in Foxborough, 
Mass. Patricia has reportedly been hired as the Lions head coach. 


By Jimmy Golen 

Associated Press 

FOXBOROUGH, Mass. — It may have 
been his last game in New England, and 
Matt Patricia wasn’t ready for it to end. 

The Patriots defensive coordinator went 
back onto the field long after the AFC 
championship was over and the team had 
advanced to the Super Bowl for the sixth 
time in his tenure. 

There, he tossed around a football with 
his son before flopping onto his back on the 
confetti that had fallen during the team’s 
celebration. 

“[It was] just fun to have him out there 
running around and just seeing the excite¬ 
ment that he had to be out on the field,” 
Patricia said this week as he tried to main¬ 
tain his focus on the Super Bowl and not 
his expected next step: as head coach of the 
Detroit Lions. “That’s always just kind of 
a special little moment for myself and him 
and my wife.” 

Most identifiable by his bushy beard, 
backward-facing ball cap and cargo shorts 
or cutoff sweatpants no matter what the 
weather, Patricia will be on the Patriots 


sideline on Feb. 4, when they face the Phil¬ 
adelphia Eagles in an attempt to win their 
sixth NFL championship. 

Then he will reportedly be hired as the 
Lions head coach. 

Patricia has declined to comment on the 
Detroit job other than to confirm that he 
“went through the process that the NFL 
allows us to go through during the bye 
week.” 

The Lions confirmed that they inter¬ 
viewed Patricia and reportedly informed 
the unsuccessful candidates, but they can¬ 
not make it official until after the Patriots 
are done playing. 

“We’re just trying to get the win,” defen¬ 
sive lineman Trey Flowers said on Friday. 
“That’s all it’s about here.” 

But for Patricia, that’s not all it’s about. 

Players say he takes a special interest in 
them, talking to them not just as players 
but also asking about their families. 

“It’s not just to coach you up,” linebacker 
Elandon Roberts said. “That’s a must for 
him. That shows what kind of man he is 
outside of the building. He takes pride in 
us as players, but he also takes pride in us 
as people.” 


Taking a rarely followed path to the NFL, 
Patricia graduated from Rensselaer Poly¬ 
technic Institute with four varsity letters 
and an Aeronautical Engineering degree. 

He bounced around a few colleges in the 
Northeast before landing on Bill Belich- 
ick’s staff with the then-defending Super 
Bowl champions. 

Moving up through the team’s coaching 
ranks, he became the Patriots defensive 
coordinator in 2012. 

Before most every game, Patricia walks 


up to every player on the sideline and 
shakes his hand. 

“It just lets us know he has our back,” 
safety Duron Harmon said. “He has our 
back; we’ve got his back. It’s nothing more 
than just a relationship that he’s built with 
everybody throughout the defense. 

“And when you’ve got that from your 
coach, knowing that he’s going to go down 
for you and you’re going to go down for 
him, it makes you want to go out there and 
lay it down for him.” 


Schwartz turned around Eagles’ lousy defense 



Michael Perez/AP 


Philadelphia Eagles defensive coordinator Jim Schwartz watches from the sideline during a game last 
year. The Eagles ranked among the bottom three in defense for three straight years under Chip Kelly 
and rose to the top five under Schwartz. 


By Rob Maaddi 

Associated Press 

PHILADELPHIA — Jim 
Schwartz inherited one of the 
NFL’s worst defenses and turned 
them into one of the best in less 
than two years. 

When coach Doug Pederson 
hired Schwartz to be the defen¬ 
sive coordinator in 2016, the Phil¬ 
adelphia Eagles were coming off 
three straight seasons ranked in 
the bottom four in yards allowed. 

Schwartz changed the scheme 
back to a 4-3 base and rebuilt the 
defense using many of the same 
players left from the old regime. 
He also brought a swagger that’s 
reflected in his players. 

Three-time Pro Bowl defensive 
tackle Fletcher Cox, two-time Pro 
Bowl safety Malcolm Jenkins, 
defensive linemen Brandon Gra¬ 
ham and Beau Allen, and line¬ 
backer Mychal Kendricks were 
part of the unit that struggled 
under former coach Chip Kelly 
and former defensive coordinator 
Billy Davis. 

But they’ve thrived under 
Schwartz because his system fits 
their skills. 

“He always puts us in great 
position to make plays,” Jenkins 
said. 

Schwartz made an immediate 
impact last season, helping the 
defense go from 30th in yards al¬ 
lowed and 28th in points to 13th 
and 12th, respectively. 

This season, they ranked fourth 
in both categories and had the 
league’s No. 1 run defense. 

While Minnesota’s top-ranked 


defense got most of the attention, 
Philadelphia’s unit has been ex¬ 
cellent in the playoffs. 

The Eagles have allowed only 
17 points in two games — one 
touchdown drive was 18 yards 
following a fumbled punt. They 
dominated the Vikings in a 38- 
7 win in the NFC championship 
game last Sunday. 

Now, Schwartz has to devise a 


plan to stop Tom Brady and the 
Patriots in the Super Bowl. 

“No player stands on his own,” 
Schwartz said. “The NFL in gen¬ 
eral, but particularly the Patriots, 
you can’t scheme for one player. 
If you do, then they have plenty 
of other players that can make 
plays. You have to do a good job 
against their entire offense, and 
you can’t really make it about one 


person.” 

Schwartz began his NFL coach¬ 
ing career in Cleveland as a re¬ 
search assistant for Bill Belichick 
in 1993. After three seasons with 
the Browns, he spent three years 
as outside linebackers coach in 
Baltimore and then went to Ten¬ 
nessee. Schwartz served 10 sea¬ 
sons with the Titans, the last eight 
as defensive coordinator. 


He coached the Detroit Lions 
for five seasons, leading them to 
the playoffs in 2011. Schwartz 
was Doug Marrone’s defensive 
coordinator in Buffalo in 2014, 
worked as a consultant for the 
NFL’s officiating department in 
2015 and came to Philadelphia 
after Pederson was hired to re¬ 
place Kelly. 

“I owe a lot to Bill Belichick. He 
got my career started,” Schwartz 
said. “That’s the last thing that 
we’ll be thinking about in prepa¬ 
ration. You think any of our play¬ 
ers care that in 1993 I got hired 
as an unpaid intern? They are just 
going out and playing. 

“We need to come up with a 
good plan. We need to execute. 
We need to keep in mind what 
we’re good at, keep in mind our 
matchups and all those differ¬ 
ent things. And if we do a good 
enough job at that, we’ll be able to 
come out with a victory.” 

Schwartz holds players ac¬ 
countable in meetings, singling 
guys out if they make mistakes. 
But he does it in a way where he 
doesn’t alienate them. 

“He cares about winning. That’s 
what he’s all about, not himself,” 
defensive end Chris Long said. 

Despite Schwartz’s success in 
Philadelphia, he won’t be leaving 
for another head coaching job just 
yet. The New York Giants and Ar¬ 
izona Cardinals were interested, 
but Schwartz wouldn’t confirm 
whether he interviewed with ei¬ 
ther team. 

“I think it’s not fair to our play¬ 
ers or anything else to talk about 
anything else,” Schwartz said. 
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NBA 


Scoreboard 


Roundup 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 


L Pet 

15 .700 
15 .681 


Boston 
Toronto 

Philadelphia __ _ 

New York 22 28 .440 

Brooklyn 18 32 .360 

Southeast Division 


Miami 
Washington 
Charlotte 
Orlando 
Atlanta 

Cleveland 

Indiana 

Milwaukee 

Detroit 

Chicago 


28 21 .571 

27 22 .551 

20 28 .417 

14 34 .292 

14 35 .286 

Centrai Division 

28 19 .596 

27 23 .540 

25 22 .532 

22 25 .468 

18 31 .367 


Western Conference 

Southwest Division 

W L Pet 

Houston 34 13 .723 

San Antonio 32 19 .627 

New Orleans 27 21 .563 

Memphis 17 31 .354 

Dallas 16 34 .320 

Northwest Division 
Minnesota 32 20 .615 

Oklahoma City 29 20 .592 

Portland 27 22 .551 

Denver 26 23 .531 

Utah 21 28 .429 

Pacific Division 

40 10 .800 

24 24 .500 

19 29 .396 

17 32 .347 

15 33 .313 


Golden State 
LA. Clippers 

Phoenix 

Sacramento 


Oklahoma City 121, Detroit 108 
Indiana 114, Orlando 112 
Miami 95, Charlotte 91 
Washington 129, Atlanta 104 
Golden State 109, Boston 105 
Denver 91, Dallas 89 
Minnesota 111, Brooklyn 97 
Sunday’s games 
Milwaukee at Chicago 
Phoenix at Houston 
L.A. Clippers at New Orleans 
Detroit at Cleveland 
L.A. Lakers at Toronto 
Philadelphia at Oklahoma City 
Sacramento at San Antonio 
Monday’s games 
Charlotte at Indiana 
Minnesota at Atlanta 
Philadelphia at Milwaukee 
Phoenix at Memphis 
Miami at Dallas 
Boston at Denver 

Tuesday’s games 
Oklahoma City at Washington 
Brooklyn at New York 
Minnesota at Toronto 
Cleveland at Detroit 
Orlando at Houston 
Sacramento at New Orleans 
Denver at San Antonio 
Golden State at Utah 
Portland at L.A. Clippers 

Saturday 

Warriors 109, Celtics 105 


13 1-z 13 , Dayiies u-i i-z i, irviiiy 13-10 
6-8 37, Brown 6-9 5-6 20, Ojeleye 0-3 0-0 0, 
Morris 5-15 1-1 12, Theis 1-1 0-1 3, Rozier 

2-6 3-4 9, Larkin 2-8 0-0 4. Totals 37-85 17- 
24 105. 

GOLDEN STATE - Durant 7-18 5-7 20, 
Green 4-11 6-6 15, Pachulia 1-1 0-0 2, 
Curry 16-24 9-10 49, Thompson 3-12 1-1 7, 
Casspi 0-1 0-0 0, Looney 1-3 0-0 2, West 3- 
6 0-0 6, Livingston 2-4 0-0 4, Iguodala 1-1 
2-2 4, Young 0-3 0-0 0. Totals 38-84 23-26 
109. 

Boston 37 17 19 32-105 

Golden State 27 23 30 29-109 

Three-point goals—Boston 14-28 (Ir¬ 
ving 5-6, Brown 3-4, Rozier 2-3, Horford 
2-3, Theis 1-1, Morris 1-5, Ojeleye 0-1, 
Larkin 0-2, Tatum 0-3), Golden State 10-27 
(Curry 8-13, Green 1-4, Durant 1-5, Young 
0-1, Thompson 0-4). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—Boston 45 (Horford 13), Gold¬ 
en State 43 (Green 11). Assists—Boston 
17 (Irving 4), Golden State 19 (Green, 
Curry 5). Total Fouls—Boston 23, Golden 
State 17. Technicals—Boston coach Celt¬ 
ics (Defensive three second). A—19,596 
(19,596). 

Thunder 121, Pistons 108 

OKLAHOMA CITY - George 6-13 10-12 
26, Anthony 8-21 3-3 21, Adams 6-9 1-3 13, 
Westbrook 13-22 2-4 31, Roberson 2-2 1-1 
5, Grant 2-5 0-0 5, Huestis 0-2 0-0 0, Pat¬ 
terson 2-5 0-0 5, Felton 3-5 0-0 6, Ferguson 
2-6 0-0 6, Abrines 1-3 0-0 3. Totals 45-93 
17-23 121. 

DETROIT — S.Johnson 0-3 0-0 0, Harris 
6-13 7-8 21, Drummond 5-11 2-6 12, Gal¬ 
loway 1-3 2-3 5, Bradley 3-7 0-0 6, Bullock 
6-13 0-0 16, Tolliver 3-7 1-1 8, Marjanovic 
5-9 4-4 14, Smith 7-8 0-0 15, Kennard 3-10 
2-2 11. Totals 39-84 18-24 108. 

Oklahoma City 36 33 29 23-121 

Detroit 24 33 24 27-108 

Three-point goals—Oklahoma City 
14-33 (George 4-7, Westbrook 3-4, Fergu¬ 
son 2-5, Anthony 2-6, Grant 1-3, Abrines 

1- 3, Patterson 1-4, Huestis 0-1), Detroit 
12-33 (Bullock 4-11, Kennard 3-5, Harris 

2- 4, Smith 1-1, Galloway 1-2, Tolliver 1-5, 
Drummond 0-1, S.Johnson 0-1, Bradley 0- 
3). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Okla¬ 
homa City 43 (Westbrook 11), Detroit 43 
(Drummond 13). Assists—Oklahoma City 
23 (Westbrook 13), Detroit 24 (Smith 9). 
Total Fouls—Oklahoma City 20, Detroit 
20. Technicals—Adams, S.Johnson. A— 
20,491 (21,000). 



Carlos Osorio/AP 


Thunder forward Paul George 
falls after Detroit Pistons 
forward Tobias Harris (34) 
deflected the ball out of his 
control during the second half 
Saturday in Detroit. The Thunder 
won 121-108. 


Timberwolves 111, Nets 97 

BROOKLYN - Carroll 4-12 3-4 12, Acy 

1- 6 0-0 3, Zeller 2-2 1-3 5, Dinwiddle 3-9 
0-0 6, Crabbe 3-7 0-0 8, Webb III 0-2 0-0 0, 
Okafor 9-14 3-3 21, Allen 4-4 2-2 10, White- 
head 3-6 0-0 8, Harris 4-10 1-1 9, Stauskas 
5-10 2-2 15. Totals 38-82 12-15 97. 

MINNESOTA - Wiggins 9-20 3-4 21, 
Gibson 7-13 0-0 14, Towns 7-16 2-2 16, 
Teague 0-4 2-2 2, Butler 4-14 12-14 21, 
Georges-Hunt 0-0 0-0 0, Bjelica 2-4 0-0 4, 
Dieng 1-3 2-2 4, Brooks 0-0 0-0 0, Jones 6-8 
0-0 13, Crawford 6-13 2-2 16. Totals 42-95 
23-26 111. 

Brooklyn 11 31 23 32- 97 

Minnesota 30 24 24 33-111 

Three-point goals—Brooklyn 9-30 

(Stauskas 3-6, Whitehead 2-2, Crabbe 

2- 5, Carroll 1-5, Acy 1-6, Webb III 0-1, 
Okafor 0-1, Dinwiddle 0-4), Minnesota 
4-21 (Crawford 2-5, Jones 1-2, Butler 1-3, 
Bjelica 0-1, Dieng 0-1, Gibson 0-1, Teague 
0-1, Wiggins 0-3, Towns 0-4). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—Brooklyn 42 (Acy 
7), Minnesota 49 (Towns 19). Assists— 
Brooklyn 22 (Dinwiddle 10), Minnesota 
20 (Jones, Butler 5). Total Fouls—Brook¬ 
lyn 19, Minnesota 12. Technicals—Acy, 
Brooklyn coach Kenny Atkinson 2, Butler. 
A-16,231 (18,798). 

Pacers 114, Magic 112 

ORLANDO — Simmons 3-7 0-0 6, Gor¬ 
don 9-20 3-8 22, Biyombo 4-5 2-2 10, Pay- 
ton 4-8 3-5 12, Fournier 9-16 0-0 21, Iwun- 
du 0-1 2-2 2, Speights 1-3 0-0 2, Birch 4-5 

3- 8 11, Augustin 3-4 0-0 8, Mack 2-3 4-4 9, 
Hezonja 3-5 3-3 9. Totals 42-77 20-32 112. 

INDIANA - Bogdanovic 2-5 4-4 9, 
T.Young 9-14 1-2 20, Sabonis 8-13 1-3 17, 
Collison 3-8 4-4 11, Oladipo 10-20 3-4 
24, Jefferson 3-5 0-0 6, Turner 2-5 0-0 4, 
J.Young 0-1 0-0 0, Joseph 1-3 0-0 2, Ste¬ 
phenson 9-13 2-2 21. Totals 47-87 15-19 
114. 

Orlando 32 38 22 20-112 

Indiana 22 31 31 30-114 

Three-point goals—Orlando 8-25 
(Fournier 3-6, Augustin 2-3, Mack 1-2, 
Payton 1-2, Gordon 1-6, Simmons 0-1, 
Iwundu 0-1, Speights 0-2, Hezonja 0-2), 
Indiana 5-18 (Bogdanovic 1-2, Collison 
1-2, T.Young 1-2, Stephenson 1-3, Oladipo 
1-6, J.Young 0-1, Joseph 0-1, Sabonis 0-1). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Orlando 
40 (Gordon 11), Indiana 38 (Sabonis 9). 
Assists—Orlando 21 (Mack, Payton 5), In¬ 
diana 25 (Collison 7). Total Fouls—Orlan¬ 
do 18, Indiana 24. Technicals—Orlando 
coach Magic (Defensive three second). 
A-17,923 (18,500). 


Wizards 129, Hawks 104 

WASHINGTON - Porter Jr. 7-11 2-2 
18, Morris 9-12 1-2 23, Gortat 3-5 0-0 6, 
Satoransky 3-5 2-2 11, Beal 5-11 6-6 18, 
Oubre Jr. 6-12 1-1 15, Scott 8-13 0-0 19, 
McCullough 1-1 0-0 2, Smith 0-1 0-0 0, Ma- 
hinmi 2-3 1-1 5, Frazier 2-5 0-0 4, Meeks 
3-6 0-0 8. Totals 49-85 13-14 129. 

ATLANTA - Prince 4-11 2-2 14, Ilyaso¬ 
va 5-8 1-1 12, Plumlee 2-4 0-0 4, Schroder 
3-12 3-6 9, Bazemore 1-9 1-2 3, Babbitt 1-4 
0-0 2, Muscala 4-6 0-0 10, Collins 3-4 1-1 8, 
Dedmon 7-9 0-0 14, Delaney 2-6 2-2 7, Be- 
linelli 3-10 0-0 7, Dorsey 3-6 6-7 14. Totals 
38-89 16-21 104. 

Washington 27 34 31 37-129 

Atlanta 18 27 26 33-104 


Three-point goals—Washington 18-32 
(Morris 4-5, Satoransky 3-3, Scott 3-6, 
Meeks 2-4, Beal 2-4, Porter Jr. 2-4, Oubre 
Jr. 2-5, Smith 0-1), Atlanta 12-43 (Prince 

4-10, Muscala 2-2, Dorsey 2-5, Collins 1- 

2, Ilyasova 1-3, Delaney 1-3, Belinelli 1-5, 
Dedmon 0-1, Babbitt 0-2, Bazemore 0-5, 
Schroder 0-5). Fouled Out—None. Re¬ 
bounds—Washington 39 (Gortat 6), At¬ 
lanta 32 (Muscala 6). Assists—Washing¬ 
ton 40 (Frazier 14), Atlanta 24 (Schroder 
7). Total Fouls—Washington 21, Atlanta 
15. A-15,843 (19,049). 

Heat 95, Hornets 91 

CHARLOTTE - Kidd-Gilchrist 4-5 0-0 
8, Williams 2-5 2-2 6, Howard 7-16 6-7 20, 
Walker 8-22 10-14 30, Batum 3-13 3-4 9, 
O’Bryant III 1-3 0-0 2, Kaminsky 2-8 4-4 8, 
Monk 0-4 0-0 0, Lamb 2-6 3-4 8, Graham 
0-2 0-0 0. Totals 29-84 28-35 91. 

MIAMI - Richardson 6-13 5-5 19, 
J.Johnson 5-13 0-0 10, Whiteside 3-7 0- 
0 6, Dragic 2-8 1-4 5, T.Johnson 3-7 1-2 
8, Winslow 2-6 2-4 6, Olynyk 7-11 1-2 16, 
Adebayo 4-6 0-0 8, Ellington 6-14 1-1 17. 
Totals 38-85 11-18 95. 

Charlotte 26 22 30 13-91 

Miami 22 32 17 24-95 

Three-point goals—Charlotte 5-24 
(Walker 4-9, Lamb 1-2, O’Bryant III 0-1, 
Monk 0-1, Williams 0-3, Kaminsky 0-4, 
Batum 0-4), Miami 8-26 (Ellington 4-11, 
Richardson 2-2, T.Johnson 1-1, Olynyk 1- 

3, Winslow 0-1, Dragic 0-3, J.Johnson 0-5). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Charlotte 
46 (Howard 16), Miami 51 (Adebayo 12). 
Assists—Charlotte 12 (Walker 5), Miami 
25 (Olynyk 6). Total Fouls-Charlotte 15, 
Miami 24. Technicals—Charlotte coach 
Hornets (Defensive three second) 2, Ka¬ 
minsky, Winslow. A-19,600 (19,600). 

Nuggets 91, Mavericks 89 

DALLAS - Barnes 9-19 2-4 22, Kleber 2- 
6 2-2 8, Nowitzki 4-11 0-0 11, Smith Jr. 5-18 
3-6 13, Matthews 3-10 0-0 7, Powell 2-3 1-3 
6, Mejri 1-2 1-2 3, Ferrell 5-13 1-2 12, Col- 
linsworth 3-3 0-0 7. Totals 34-85 10-19 89. 

DENVER - Craig 3-5 2-4 9, Jokic 5-13 0- 
1 11, Plumlee 3-7 0-0 6, Barton 3-7 3-3 11, 
G.Harris 8-16 5-5 24, Chandler 0-1 0-0 0, 
Lyles 5-14 1-2 13, Mudiay 1-3 0-0 2, Murray 
6-15 0-0 15. Totals 34-81 11-15 91. 

Dallas 26 16 32 15-89 

Denver 30 20 16 25-91 

Three-point goals—Dallas 11-31 
(Nowitzki 3-5, Kleber 2-5, Barnes 2-5, 
Collinsworth 1-1, Powell 1-2, Matthews 
1-4, Ferrell 1-5, Smith Jr. 0-4), Denver 12- 
33 (Murray 3-6, G.Harris 3-7, Barton 2-4, 
Lyles 2-6, Craig 1-3, Jokic 1-6, Chandler 0- 
1). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Dallas 
43 (Barnes, Mejri, Matthews, Smith Jr. 6), 
Denver 53 (Jokic 16). Assists—Dallas 17 
(Smith Jr. 6), Denver 23 (Jokic 11). Total 
Fouls—Dallas 15, Denver 21. Technicals— 
Smith Jr. A-19,520 (19,155). 

2018 NBA All-Star Game 

All-star Game: Feb. 18 
At Staples Center 
Los Angeles 

l-Injured; r-replacement 
Team Lebron 

LeBron James, Cleveland; i-DeMar- 
cus Cousins, New Orleans; Anthony Da¬ 
vis, New Orleans; Kevin Durant, Golden 
State; Kyrie Irving, Boston. 

LaMarcus Aldridge, San Antonio; 
Bradley Beal, Washington; r-Paul George, 
Oklahoma City; Kevin Love, Cleveland; 
Victor Oladipo, Indiana; Kristaps Porz- 
ingis. New York; John Wall, Washington; 
Russell Westbrook, Oklahoma City. 

Team Stephen 

Stephen Curry, Golden State; James 
Harden, Houston; Giannis Antetok- 
ounmpo, Milwaukee; deMar DeRozan, 
Toronto; Joel Embiid, Philadelphia. 

Reserves 

Jimmy Butler, Minnesota; Draymond 
Green, Golden State; Damian Lillard, 
Portland; Al Horford, Boston; Kyle Lowry, 
Toronto; Klay Thompson, Golden State; 
Karl-Anthony Towns, Minnesota. 

Rising Stars Roster 
Game played Friday, Feb. 16 
World Team 

Bogdan Bogdanovic, Sacramento; Dil¬ 
lon Brooks, Memphis; Joel Embiid, Phila¬ 
delphia; Buddy Hield, Sacramento; Lauri 
Markkanen, Chicago; Jamal Murray, Den¬ 
ver; Frank Ntilikina, New York; Domantas 
Sabonis, Indiana; Dario Saric, Philadel¬ 
phia; Ben Simmons, Philadelphia. 

U.S. Team 

Lonzo Ball, L.A. Lakers; Malcolm 
Brogdon, Milwaukee; Jaylen Brown, Bos¬ 
ton; John Collins, Atlanta; Kris Dunn, Chi¬ 
cago; Brandon Ingram, L.A. Lakers; Kyle 
Kuzma, L.A. Lakers; Donovan Mitchell, 
Utah; Dennis Smith Jr., Dallas; Jayson 
Tatum, Boston. Atlanta 15. A—15,843 
(19,049). 


Calendar 

Feb. 8 — Trade deadline. 

Feb. 16-18, 2018 - All-Star weekend, 
Los Angeles. 

April 11-14 — Portsmouth Invitational 
Tournament (Portsmouth, Va.). 

April 11 — Regular Season ends. 

April 14 — Playoffs begin. 

April 22 — NBA draft early entry eligi¬ 
bility deadline (11;59 p.m. EDT). 

May 31 — NBA Finals begin. 


Curry gets best 
of Kryie, Celtics 


Associated Press 

OAKLAND, Calif. — The “M- 
V-P!” chants reigned down, and 
Stephen Curry played every bit 
like one yet again. Mouthpiece 
dangling and shots dropping. 

He has had so many brilliant 
back-and-forths with Kyrie Ir¬ 
ving in recent years, and this one 
will surely be added to that list 
among the best. 

Curry scored 49 points with 13 
of those over the final 1:42 and hit 
eight three-pointers, lifting the 
Golden State Warriors past the 
Boston Celtics 109-105 on Satur¬ 
day night in what is already being 
hyped as a potential NBA Finals 
matchup come June. 

Irving scored 37 points on 13- 
for-18 shooting with five threes, 
but Boston failed to build momen¬ 
tum from a win at the Clippers on 
Wednesday night and lost for the 
fifth time in six games. 

“The way he started the game 
tonight was pretty crazy,” Curry 
said. “We try to bring the best out 
of each other. Tonight was one 
of those nights, just a fun way to 
play.” 

The NBAs top teams from 
their respective conferences put 
on quite an entertaining show. 

Curry made a go-ahead three 
with 1:42 to play, scored on a 
driving layup the next time down 
before eight late free throws. He 
also made three of his threes over 
the final 4:20 of the third quarter 
for the Warriors, who had lost the 
last two matchups to the Celtics 
and two in a row at home. The 
Warriors fell 92-88 at Boston on 
Nov. 16 in which they squandered 
a 17-point lead. 

Kevin Durant had 20 points and 
nine rebounds for the Warriors, 
who haven’t lost to the same East¬ 
ern Conference opponent twice 
in the same season during fourth- 
year coach Steve Kerr’s tenure. 
Draymond Green had 15 points, 
11 rebounds and five assists. 

Thunder 121, Pistons 108: 
Carmelo Anthony surpassed the 


25,000-point milestone and Rus¬ 
sell Westbrook added 31 points, 
13 assists and 11 rebounds to lift 
surging Oklahoma City past host 
Detroit. 

Thunder guard Andre Rober¬ 
son was taken off on a stretcher 
in the third quarter after landing 
hard on the court after trying to 
jump for an alley-oop. The scary 
injury put a damper on Oklahoma 
City’s seventh straight victory. 
It’s the NBA’s longest current 
winning streak. 

Timberwolves 111, Nets 97: 
Jimmy Butler scored 21 points in 
his return to Minnesota, and Karl- 
Anthony Towns had 16 points and 
19 rebounds for his NBA-leading 
43rd double-double. 

Butler had six rebounds and five 
assists after missing four games 
with knee soreness. Andrew Wig¬ 
gins scored 21 points, and Jamal 
Crawford added 16 to help Minne¬ 
sota snap a two-game skid. 

Wizards 129, Hawks 104: 
Markieff Morris matched his sea¬ 
son high with 23 points and vis¬ 
iting Washington used balanced 
scoring and strong three-point 
shooting to overcome the absence 
of John Wall. 

Wall, selected to his fifth All- 
Star team as a reserve Tuesday, 
did not play due to a recurrence 
of soreness and swelling in his 
left knee. 

Heat 95, Hornets 91: Josh 
Richardson scored 19 points, 
Wayne Ellington added 17, in¬ 
cluding a three-pointer with 4 
seconds left to seal the outcome, 
and Miami snapped a two-game 
slide. 

Nuggets 91, Mavericks 89: 

Nikola Jokic completed his second 
triple-double with a late jumper 
to put host Denver ahead, and the 
Nuggets held on to beat Dallas. 

Pacers 114, Magic 112: Vic¬ 
tor Oladipo scored 24 points, 
Lance Stephenson added a sea¬ 
son-high 21 and host Indiana 
overcame a late 10-point deficit to 
beat Orlando. 



Ben Margot/AP 


The Celtics’ Kyrie Irving, right, drives against the Warriors’ Stephen 
Curry during the second half Saturday in Oakland, Calif. 
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Cavs drop Duke 

No. 2 UVA earns rare win 
at Cameron » Page 28 


SPORTS 


Roger Federer poses with his trophy after 
defeating Marin Cilic 6-2, 6-7 (5), 6-3, 
3-6, 6-1 in the men’s singles final at the 
Australian Open in Melbourne, Australia. 

Andy Brownbill/AP 


AUSTRALIAN OPEN 


Ageless Federer captures 
record 20th major crown 


By John Pye 

Associated Press 

MELBOURNE, Australia 

B ack where his career re¬ 
surgence began with 
a drought-breaking 
triumph last year, 

Roger Federer cried as he 
lifted and kissed the Aus- 
tralian Open trophy for a 

sixth time and celebrated ^ a uW jr ,.^,,^ ''1 '^ 

his 20th Grand Slam title. 

Federer started Sunday’s 
final with an intensity that stunned A 

sixth-seeded Marin Cilic, then held ^ ' 

his nerve in a tense, momentum- 
shifting match before winning 6-2, 

After going more than four years xi 

without winning a m^or title leading 
into last year’s Australian Open, Federer ^ 

has now won three of the last five. 

“I’m so happy. It’s unbelievable,” Federer said, "i 
taking deep breaths and choking back tears. ^ i 
“Of course, winning is an absolute dream ^ ^ 

come true — the fairytale continues gjp 

for us, for me, after the great year I 
had last year, its’ incredible.” 

SEE MAJOR ON PAGE 29 


Ovechkin tops 100 mph, wins hardest shot » Page 26 











